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T may be ſufficient to juſtify, or, at leaſt, 
to excuſe an Attempt to give ſome Ac- 
count of the ancient and preſent State 
of this Town, to obſerve, that it has been 

nerally thought ſo conſiderable and noted 


aà Place, as rarely to be mentioned byAntiqua- 


ries and Hiſtorians, without ſome kind of 
Elogium. Camden calls it a large, fair, and 
ſweet Town: Kilburne, a ſweet, large and 


populous Town: Philpot, an elegant Town 


and others to the ſame Purpoſe. I 
The Collector and Publiſher of theſe 


ſhort Memorials of it, does not pretend to 


ſer up for an Antiquary ; but Maidſtone be- 


ing the Place wherein he was born , and 


having from his early Days, an Inclination 
7 (a) | he's: to 


This Town was not only the Place of the Author's 
Birth, but of his Refidence ; where he followed a ſecular Em- 
ployment, to which he was originally bred, till he was up- 
wards of thirty Years old : But having the Honour of an 
Acquaintance with ſome conſiderable Perſons, who, know- 
ing his Turn of Mind, thought he might be more uſeful in 
another Profeſſion, he was by them adviſed to go * = 


vi 


The PREFACE, 
to this Sort of Studies, he was uſed to take 


notice of the ancient Buildings, remarkable 


Facts and Events, and conſiderable Per- 
ſons, &c. which, in the Courſe of his Read- 


ing, or by any other Means, his Native 
Place preſented to him; and, as they oc- 


curred from time to time, to commit them 
to Writing. This he did (the Reader will 


eaſily believe) without the leaſt Thought of 
making any other Uſe of them than pleafi 
and amuſing himſelf; but ſetting himſelf 


Orders. This Motion, after due Conſideration, was chear- 
fully entertained, as highly agreeable to his Inclinations, 


Studies, and Courſe of Life. It was firſt ſuggeſted by the 
Reverend Dr. Kennet, then Dean (afterwards Biſhop) of Peter- 
borough ; by whom he was recommended to Dr. Charles 
Trimnel, at that time Bifhop of Norwich, who greatly, en» 
couraged his Defign ; and in the Year 1717. ordained him 
Deacon; and about a Year. after admitted him to Priefts 


* 


| 2 in the Pariſh Church of St. Tamesis Nęſfiminſier. The 
| 5 him the Vicarage 
of e "9 and the Donative of Stodmanſb in the Dioceſe 


ame great and good Man, procured 


of Canterbury, from his Brother · in-law Mr. A. D. Green (after- 
wards Biſhop of EH) in the Year 1719. to which was then 


added the perpetual Curacy of Wingham, in the ſame Neigh- 


bourhood, by Sir Thomas Palmer, Bart. on the Requeſt of the 
late Lord Romney : And in the Year 173 1. he was preferred 
to the Vicarage of Gi/lingham in, Dorſegſpire, by that worthy 
Prelate Dr. Þe | 

of Wincheſter : And when his preſent Majeſty went to 
Cambridge, he had, by the Favour of his Friends, (of the 
<< firſt Rank) the Honour of a Place in the Kim's Liſt, for 
the Degree of M. A.“ All which Favours he here grate- 
fully. records, not out of any Oſtentation, but merely to do 
himſelf Juſtice in an Affair almoſt.generally known, and as 


eaſon he hopes the Reader will excuſe this ſnort and true 
\ccount, of it. 3 | 


enjamin Hoadley, then Biſhop of Saram, now 


LY miſrepreſented by prejudiced Perſons ; for which 


ſome © 
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ſome time ago, to connect and digeſt his 


Collections into a ſhort Narrative, he be- 
gan to think they might poſſibly be of ſome 
Uſe, or at leaſt give a little Entertainment 


to others ; eſpecially to thoſe more imme- 


_ diately concerned in the Subject of them. 
NMoſcio qud Natale ſolum dulcedine tangit 


©, Humans animos — = K 


This was what gave Riſe to the preſent 


Undertaking, and is the Drift and Scope of - 


the following Sheets— The Author hopes 
the Deſign, at leaſt, muſt be allowed to be 
good and laudable, how indifferently, or 
meafiſy ſoever it may be executed. He de- 
fires the Reader not to be too critical and 
ſevere in his Cenſures, nor to expect too 
much from what is before him; candidly 
conſidering at how great Labour and Ex- 
pence he is preſented with it, and that he 

can no where elſe find ſo much concerning 

this Place, to entertain him. He does not 
. Imagine that he has proceeded without Er- 
Tors and Miſtakes; but he aſſures the Reader, 
there are none that are ii ful, and he hopes 
none material. If any ſuch appear, he will 
be very glad to correct them in the Appendix 
containing a Collection of many Origina 


o 


vii 


M. 88. and other Extracts, tending to con- 5 
firm and illuſtrate this Account; which he 
r intends 


viii The PREFACE 
intends to publiſh by it ſelf, if any fort of 
Encouragement be given to what 1s done 
already. All he can fay is, that he has 
been very inquiſitive, and uſed great Dili- 
pence to procure true Accounts of things, 
and reports faithfully according to Evidence, 
He has alſo had the Advice and Aſſiſtance 

of a few Friends, (well-verſed in theſe Stu- 
dies,) who have kindly helped him to ſeve- 
ral Informations and Remarks, which much 
Contribute to the perfecting this little Per- 
formance. Among theſe, he ought particu- 
laply to acknowledge the Favour of two 
of his worthy Brethren of the Clergy, the 
Reverend Mr. John Lewis, Miniſter . of 
Meregate, and Mr. Samuel Weller, Miniſter. 
of Maidſtone ; who are always ready to en- 
courage every thing that tends to promote 
the Intereſt of Religion, or the Publick 
Eb 
Before he concludes, the Author deſires 
leave to take this Occaſion of recommend- 
ing ſuch a Publick Spirit to all, and more 
eſpecially to the Inhabitants of this large 
and populous Town; the largeſt and moſt 
beautiful in all this County, and moſt commo- 
miouſiy ſeated for Publick Buſineſs; as Dr. 
 _ * Coſmo- Heylin truly deſcribes it *, It is a moſt 
Bip» obvious, as well as neceſſary Duty, incum- 
2- 311. bent on every one of what Rank and Sta- 
tion ſoever, in Proportion to his Power and 
3 _ Ability, 


g 
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Ability, to promote the common Good and 
Welfare of the Society or Community he 
belongs to. Society and Friendſhip are the 5 
Life of Life: Nothing is more agreeable to 
our Nature, nothing more deſtrable. This 
is what we are naturally diſpoſed and in- * 
clined to; and as of all Creatures we are 
the beſt fitted for Society, fo we ſtand in 
the greateſt need of it. Which is the Ground 
of that noted Saying of old, Whoever af- 
fects to be entirely alone, muſt be either @ 
God or a wild Beaſt. All are born foctable, _ 
that all maybe kind and communicative. 
A late Atheiſtical Philoſopher has indeed 3½ Hobbs 
laid it down as a fundamental Principle of _. 
his Politicks, that Men are, by Nature, in 
a State of War and Enmity one with ano- 
ther; a Notion contrary to Scripture, as 
well as to Reaſon and Experience. God is 
ſaid to have made of one Blood all Nations 
of Men to dwell on the Face of the Earth; 
and, for that Reaſon, all are required to 
love, and behave to another, as Brethren ; 
to be pitiful and Courteous. We are by 
Nature as well as by Grace, Members one 
of another, and by conſequence, are form- 
ed to have a feeling of each other's Joys 
and Sorrows, and obliged to do what we 
2 to increaſe the one, and prevent the 
Other. | moms. 94 | 


#3), - And 


nee. 

And this natural Diſpoſition, being in a 
particular Manner improved and enforced, 
by our Holy Religion, I cannot but take 
Notice of a moſt unjuſt and unfriendly Im- 
putation upon Chriſtianity, in the Writings 

* Lord of a noble, polite and ingenious Perſon “. 
— He tells us, that Zeal for the Publict, and 
Eſſay on our Country, are Virtues, not required, buf 
me Free purely voluntary in a Chriſtian. One would 
Wit and think that a Man who could make ſuch a 
Humour, Reflection as this, had never looked into the 
57% New Teſtament; where we often find ſuch 
Precepts as theſe Look not every Man on 
his own things, but every Man alſo on the 
things of other. Charity ſeeketh not her 
own——— and are exhorted t to ſeek our 
own, but the Profit of many; and even to 
imitate the Example of our bleſſed Saviour, 
who. died for us, whilſt we were bis Enemies; 
teaching us thereby to be ready to do and 
ſuffer that which may be very grievous 
and inconvenient to our ſelves, when the 
Glory.of God and the greater Good of the 
Chriſtian Society, require it; even ſo far, 
as in ſuch a Caſe, to lay down our Lives for 
the Brethren. bas 1561068 30 
Indeed, the Precepts of this kind, do not 

oblige Men in ordinary Caſes, to throw off 
all Care and Concern. for their own private 
Benefit and Advantage (to which we are led 
by Nature in the firſt Place; and therefore 


* 


- 
* 


particular Perſons tu the Good of all. 80 


\ 
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true Religion muſt not only a//ow, but re- 
quire it:) but they certainly do moſt evi- 
dently import, that Chriſtians are reſtrained 


from ſuch an inordinate Purſuit of their 
own Intereſt as excludes a Regard to the 
Good of others; that they are not to con- 
ſider their perſonal Benefit alone, but to pur- " 
ſue ſuch Methods as make for the Happi- 
neſs of all the Members of the Society; that 


they muſt be ſo far from ſeparating them- 


ſel ves from the Body, by abſtracted Views, 
and from minding their own private Advan- 


tages only, as to regard the Publick Good, 
though to no Benefit of their own, or even 
to their own Hindrance, and always (con- 
ſidering each Member as a Part of them- 
ſelves) contributing their utmoſt to ſerve 
and profit the whole Community. And 


7 


*© what better Specimen can any one ſhew P,, Sy- 


of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, than to J-nham's 


Works, 


© Publick Good (it being Part of the com- 
% mon Nature of Mankind) than for him- 
<« ſelf; he being ſo ſmall and ſo comtemptible 


% a Part of the Whole? For, to ſpeak ac- 


“ cording to M. Cicero (the great Maſter of 
„Speaking and Thinking, the Genius of 
„ his Age, not to ſay of the Nature of Men 
< in general,) The Laws poſtpont the Good of 


a good and wiſe Man, and one that is 
5 „ s obedient 


0 ung 


— 


* & continually all he can, rather for the p. 218. 
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© obedient to the Laws and knows hrs 


© Duty, endeavours the Good of all Men 
* more than of any one, or of himſelf 
A, It is a very wicked and abominable 
* Saying, Come what will, when J am in 
* my Grave.” 

This Love of the Publick, or of the 
Community Men belong to, diſcovers itſelf 


in various, in innumerable Ways and Effects 


according to their ſeveral Talents and. Op- 
portunities ; but all are, in ſome meaſure, 
capable of it. Perſons of Fortune, Magiſ- 


trates, and thoſe in higher Stations of Life, 
or ſuch as are endued with eminent Degrees 


of Wiſdom and Knowledge, can ordinarily 
do more than others; but there are many 
Ways by which thoſe in meaner Circum- 
ſtances, may eminently contribute to the 
Good of the Society they ſtand related to. 
The Wiſe Man tells us, that the poor Man 
did by bis Wiſdom, deliver the City. At 


leaſt, every one, either in higher or lower 


Stations, can promote the Good of the 


Community, by the Practice of Virtue and 


Piety, which ſo naturally tendeth to the 


Proſperity of any Place or People; and by 


imploring the Bleſſing of Providence upon 


it, without which all other Endeavours are 
in vain. Upon this Account all good Men 
(however vilified or diſperſed) may be ſaid to 
be — # A the Guard and Defence 


of 
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We PREFACE. | 
of the Towns and Cities where they Reſide, 
and of the very Country whereof they are 
Members. They are (as a Great Man ex- Bi&o 


preſſes it) the Titular Angels of a Nation; 


the Keepers of the World; the Walls and 
Bulwarks of the Places where they dwell. 
The World is, at. the beſt, but an indif- 


ferent Place to live in; but were it not for 
the few good Men chat are in it (who are 
the Salt which preſerves it from utter Pu- 
trefaftion) it would be but a rude Rabble, 
a Beaſt with many Heads and no Brains, a 
mere Chaos, and Confuſion. 


If there be any Need of Arguments, to 
excite every Member of Society, to act in 


this noble and generous Manner, let it only 
be conſidered, that the Lovers of the Public, 
ſhall not paſs unrewarded : Ze that thus 
watereth, ſhall be watered himſelf. The 
publick-ſpirited Man ſhall proſper ; he ſhall 
be in everlaſting Remembrance. 
Experience, and the Hiſtory of all Ages, 
that thoſe Perſons, whoſe Characters are 


the moſt amiable, and ſtrike us with the 


higheſt Admiration, are ſuch Men as have 


been moſt eminent for a pub/ick Spirit, and 


have diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a remark- 
able Zeal for the Good of the Community *. 


* See Mr. Michael Bull's incomparable Sermon of the Love 


of one's Country; preached at the Aſſizes at * 


Augaſt 2. 1715. throughout. 


But 


We find by 


xiii 


Patrick, 


Xiv 
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But the Author will detain the Reader no 
longer, in the Preface, than while he adds 
his earneſt Wiſhes and Prayers, that all the 
Members of thisBody, laying aſide all ground- 


leſs Animoſities, and deſtructive Diviſions 


and Factions, would unite their moſt zealous 
and faithful Endeavours for its true Hap- 
pineſs and Proſperity: That they would 
e diveſt themſelves of all ſelfiſh Concern 
f for their own private Intereſts, or the 
e Intereſts of a Party, and contend only 
* who ſhall beſt promote the Welfare of 
ce the Community: For aſſuredly, if they 
go on to bite and devour one another, they 
will at laſt be conſumed one of another. 
Maidſtone has been ſaid to be famous in paſt 
times, for good Government, Induſtry, So- 
briety, and Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion 
and Intereſt. It is a great Honour to it, to 
have been in the ſtricteſt Senſe, a Proteſtant 
Corporation, It had its firſt Charter from 
our firſt Proteſtant King, Edward the Sixth; 
and after it had been frowned upon by a 
Popiſh Succeſſor for the Zeal it expreſſed 
for that Religion, it was reſtored to its loſt 
Privileges, with great Advantage, by our 
Art Proteſtant Queen; Eligabeth, of ever 
famous Memory. 

And it is not unworthy obſerving, chat 
as the Popiſh Flames burnt fiercely, and 
mych rows Blood was ſhed in this 

Town, 
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Town, ſo one of the firſt: Furates*, ap- 
pointed by K. Edwards's Charter, was a 
Martyr, for our Holy Religion. May it 
never be ſaid that this Place has 4% its firſt 
Love; but rather let it hold faft the things 
it has received and learned, and go on unto 
perfection For * 
May there be ſtill, and always, found 
here, a prudent Zeal for the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, as happily eſtabliſhed among us in 
that noble Branch of the Reformation, the 
Church of England“ May this Place be 
always diſtinguiſhed by their immovable 
Loyalty to the KING, and a firm Ad- 
herence to the Proteſtant Succeſſion (that 
e great and important Ad and Deed of the 
% Britiſh Nation, under God, the only Se- 
« curity of our Civil and Religious Rights“) 
and to the Principles, Perſons, and Meaſures 
that ſupport them ! May it be bleſſed with 
a continual Succeſſion of active, prudent, 
juſt, and pious Magiſtrates, and an in- 
duſtrious, peaceable, virtuous and religious 
People ! May all its Inhabitants, High and 
Low, Rich and Poor, one with another, 
be effectually perſwaded of the mighty Ad- 
vantages of true Religion and Virtue, Peace, 
Charity, and brotherly Love, to the Hap- 


8 


Mr. John Denley, of an ancient reputable Family here; 
of whom an Account is given, p. 127. 


pineſs 
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pineſs of any Society or Publick Body : 
And finally, may they not only increaſe and 
flouriſh in Credit, Reputation, Trade and 


Wealth, and all manner of earthly Felici- 
ty (the natural Effects of ſuch a Conduct) 


but, which is of infinitely greater Conſe- 
quence, at laſt be made Denizens of the 


glorious City which is above, . Builder 


and Maker is God. 


Theſe are the unfeigned and moſt earneſt 
Wiſhes and Prayers, and (fo far as it 
is practicable and in his Power) ſhall 
be the conſtant and ſincere Endea- 


vours, of 
Their faithful Friend 
and Servant, 


>, th 
| 24 William N ewton. 
| Tg 
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P. S. With the following ſhort Hzfory, 


it was fully intended to publiſh the Appen- 


di x, juſt mentioned: But being put in hopes 


by a worthy Friend, that ſeveral other things, 


much to my Purpoſe, relating to this Town, 
may be procured, ſome time hence, I chooſe 


to delay the Publication of thoſe Collections 


a while longer: Which will be no Incon- 


venience to the Purchaſers of this Firſt Part 
of my Deſign, if they pleaſe only to defer 
binding it up, till the Second is ready. 


bis 


Advertiſement. 
BOOKS formerly written &y the 


ſame AUTHOR 


A Companion for the Grand Feſtival of 
the Chriftian Church, or the Lord's- 
Day. With Forms of Prayer and Praiſe 
for the Aſſiſtance of Private Devotion: And 
Directions for the more devour Attendance 
on the Worſhip of God, according to the 
Liturgy of the Church of England, 17 16. 
The Principles of the L chavehmen 
fairly Repreſented and Defended, 17 14. and 
Second Edition, 17 18. 

Revolution Pr _ fairly Repreſented 
and Defended, 

The Laufens and Reaſonableneſs of 
Conformity to the Church of England Mani- 
feſted: In Anſwer to Owen's Pamphlet, 17 17. 
Remarks on the Reverend Dr. Snape's 
Second Letter to the Right Reverend the 
Lord Biſhop of Bangor: With ſome Re- 
flections on Dr, Sherlock's Anſwer to a Let- 
ter, . 1717. 

Parther Remarks on the Reverend Dr. 
| Snape's Second Letter, Sc. 1717. 

The Neceſſity of believing a Future State, 
in order to the being truly Religious. In 
Anſwer to Part of the Reverend Dr. Can- 
non's Thoughts concerning Religion, in his 
late Book, intituled, A Vindication of the 
Lower Houſe of Convocation, Sc. 1718. 

An 


.( 


Books written by the ſame Author. 


An Earneſt Call to a National Reforma- 
tion, from the Conſideration of paſt, pre- 
ſent, and impending Judgments. In a Ser- 
mon preached at VWingbam and Stodmarſh in 
Kent, on Friday the 16th Day of Decem- 
ber, 1720. being the Day appointed by his 
Majeſty for a General Faſt, &c. 

A Thanks-giving Sermon for our double 
Deliverance from Popery and Slavery, on 
the Fifth of November, &c. preached in the 
Pariſh Churches of VWingbam and Stodmarſh 
in Kent, on Sunday the 4th of N ovember, 
1722. 1 15 
The Anſwer to Mr. TFohnſon's late Tract, 
intitled, The Caſe of Occaſional Days and 
Prayers. Containing: a particular Defence 
of the Form for the King's Acceſſion-Day, 
I722. 

— Eſſay againſt Unneceſſary Curioſity i in 
Matters of Religion; ; applied particularly 
to the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity 
Price 6 d. | | 

A Sermon. preached in. the Pariſh Church. 
of Wingham,. occaſioned by the Death of 
his late Majeſty King George I. on Monday 
Fuly 2. 1727. | 

The Life of the Right Reverend Dr. 
White Kennet, late Lord Biſhop. of Peter- 
' borough : With ſeveral Original Letters of 
Archbiſhop Teniſon, the Earl of Sunder- 


land, Biſhop Kennet, &c. in 8v0. Price 4.5. 
and may be had of che Author at Wingbam 
in Kent. 
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Age 6. line 16. for Funeral read Funerals : Page 18, 
I. line 12. for riagle read ringle : Page 37. line 8, for 
P̃yreſte read Pryefie : And in the Note at the bottom, 
line 11. after Tranſub/tantiation, begin a new Para- 
ph, and read thus—— It may be noted, that the 
« Word Gild is of, Anglo-Saxon birth, and that in the 
© very learned Biſhop Kennet's Gloſſary, under Geld 
ce there is Latin Gilda, Engliſh Gild, a Fraternity or 
ce Society——lIt ſignifies a Company or Brotherhood, 
"Thoſe, &c.". Page 39. line 14. for Chinche read Chirchs: 
Page 51. line 6. for he read the : Page 58. after ſcribitur 
in the Nore there ſhould be only a, and not a full- ſtop. 
Page 73. The Paragraph beginning- © Of this Arch- 
«© biſhop Courtney, &c. is miſplaced ; it ſhould have 
n+ the next Page, immediately before the Words, 
* have thought, &c. Page 11 5. laſt Paragraph, Iam 
5 apprehenſive there is a Miſtake concerning Sir Norton 
5 KaatchbulPs Benefaction towards erecting the Conduit; 
though I know not well how to correct it: Inſtead of 
40 Pounds, perhaps it ſhould be 40 Shillings only; 
and I queſtion whether what immediately follows ought 
| | not to be ſtruck out. The Paper [from an old Burgh- 
= mote Book]. which I followed runs thus ** 4017. 
; 955 ce paid by Sir Norton Knatchbull towards the Conduit at 
= | «© Mill-Lane, for demoliſhing, &c.” But I am inclined 
| to think the Tranſcriber jumbled together two diſtinct 
| independent Articles, Page 137, line 14. for Gent, read 
; = General. 5 . 
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CHAP. I. 
Of the Tyne of the Town. 


| HE Britons are ſuppos d wa our 

FN learned Antiquary, Mr. Camden, Britannia, 
to have called this Town by chez 330. 

Name of Carr- Medway, N was after⸗- 907 


vwards corrupted into a help brd . Gibſon 
excellent Perſon, greatly Na! in theſy kind Nominam 


of Studies, we are told that the 2 on E 
which this 9 ſtands, and from which, 


a iy B 9 
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The HISTORY and © 


very probably it has its Name, was call'd 
by the Britains Vaga,-to which the Saxons 
added Med, and call'd it Medwag, Mede- 
way, and that our old Hiſtorians have 
written it Medweig, Meadweag, Meadeweage, 
Meodewege, Meduei, Medeweye, Medwey. 
By which they ſeem to have meant no more 
than its being in the Middle or Mid-way of 


the County; as it was their Way and Cu- 


ſtom to give names to Places from their 


Situation: mes, or mio, is inter, and bag is 


iter, or way, or road; - * 

Hence it has been chought, that as this 
River has its Name from its being 'in the 
Middle of the Kingdom of Kent, (in the 
Time of the Heptarchy)] or from its run- 
ning between the two Biſhopricks in this 
County, and ſo cutting, as it were, the 
County almoſt in Halves ; ſo the Name of 
Matajtone, or Medway's, Midway's Town, 
is given to this Place, on account Gf its be- 
ing in the Mid- way, or Middle of the Coun- 
ty. Thus Meddeſtan in Doom's-day Book, is 
the Mid-Town, or Town in the Midft ; 


the 2 being uſed for the o, as is common in 


Perambu- 
lation of 
Kent, 

p. 210. 


Kent to this Day. 

Lambard ſays, chat in the ancient Saxon 
Book of the Bridge-work at Nocbeſter, it is 
called Meghanſtone, or the mighty or flrong 
Stone Town, on account of the ſeveral Stone 
Quarries that are about it. And in the 
3 N Records 


AnTrquiTits of MAID STONE. 


Records of the Proceedings of the Juſtices 
Itinerant in the Time of Edw. I. it is ſaid 
to have been frequently called Maydenſtone, 
or the Town of Maidens. To this the fol- 
lowing Latin Rhyme in the Black Book in 


the Tally Office alludes, 
Petra puellarum pulcherrima villa mearum. 


But theſe all ſeem to be without ſuffici- 
ent Ground: Whoever conſiders that the 
_ Saxons, in giving the Names of their chief 
Places, had reſpect to the Waters or Rivers 
adjoining, muſt be convinced, that this 
Town has its Name from the River Med- 
way, on which it ſtands; and is, in ſhort, 
no other than Medway's Town, or the Town 
eee of. 5. 
The Medway. is a navigable River: It 
flows up to this Town from Rocheſter, and 
brings up Hoys of conſiderable Burthen; 


| N. fluvio vero præterlabente appellati onem ſumpſerunt Caer 
Ie, Exoniæ Danmoniorum; Caer Medwag, Maideſtonia Can- 
tii. Johannis Twini, de Rebus Albionicis, p. 108, 109. Edit. 


1590. F 
'  Lambard obſerves that Colchefler has its Name from the perambu- 
River Colne ; Ciceter, (or rather Cyrencheſter] from the Water [ation of 
Cyren, in Latin Corinius; Doncaſter, from the River of Done; Kent. 
Lincoln, from Lindis ; and (to come to our own Shire) Dart. p. 216. 


ford, from Daren-; Crayford, from Cray; and Hylesford, [or 
Filesford) from Eile. Whence (to mention it by the way) 

Leland, in his Colle&a, advances a very ſingular Notion ; 

Maydeſtone, peradventure (ſays he) corruptly for Ai/fonon, for 

its ſtanding on the River Aile; which Name, Pbilpot lays, 
the River takes, after it is Paſt Maidſlone. | \ 
B 2 and 


4 we HISTORY ond 
1740. and an Act of Parliament has lately paſſed 
(as there did alſo ſome Years ago withour 


Effect) to make it .navigable as far _ 
"I in this Ong: | | 


___CH'A r. U. TE 
O the Antiquity of Maidſtone. E 


\'U R moſt celebrated Engli iſh Antiqua- 

ries fuppoſe this Town was in being 

before the Britons were driven away by the 
Saxons. . But they are not fo well agreed, 
whether it was the Vagniace mentioned by 
Antoninus in his Ttimmerary, and the City 
which Ninius in his Catalogue reckons one 
of the principal Cities in Britain, but cor- 

ru Rr a calls Caer-Megwag, for Caer-Med- 
Camden is of opinion, that Maidſtone 

18 nde queſtion the Yagnace ; not only 

' becauſe that Name ſeems evidently to be de- 
rived from Vaga, the Latin Name of the 
Medway, but nos it poſſeſſes the true 
Diſtances mentioned in the ter. And his 
By Gib- hare learned Tranſlator and Editor declares, 


ben. that he thinks he has proved it; in his Ad- 


ditions to the Britannia. Mr. Burton and 
Dean Gale alſo, ſeem both inclined to place 
FVagmace here. But Others differ from 
theſe learned Antiquarians. What is ſaid 


& av > 


Abrridprr _ el MAITDSTO NE. 


by the Literati on this Queſtion, the Cas 


1 may ſee in the Boaks mentioned be- 
ow | 

But however this be, all ſeem. to alloy 
Maidftene to be Roman ; and to have been 
very early a Place of conſiderable Nate. 
This appears, not only from its Situation: on 
the River Medway, but by its being ſo near 
to Pinenden, or (as vulgarly called) Pielen- 
den-Heatb; a Place ſo famous and eminent 
in antient Hiſtory for the + Aſſemblies and 
Conventions of the great Men of the King» 
dom. That the Romans ſame time had 


their Refidence at and about this Fown _ 


ſeems veryevident. A Roman Burying-place 
was ſome time ago found at Vintners, a ſmall 


* {'®. Camder's — ; RE ham Burton's Comment. on. 
Antoninas's Ttiner p. Dean Gales Comment. on the 
Itinerary, publiſhe by he ba Roger Gale; Baxter Gloſe 
farium Antiquitatum Britannicarum ; Ward's Eſſay on Peu- 
tinger's Table, &c. p. 516. Salmon's New Survey of Ex- 
Land, part. I. p 33. 

7 Si fuerint præmoniti ut conveniant a Sciram ibunt ad 
2 nom longius. Doomſday- Book. 


Diſpofito itaque apud THAW principum " Conventus. Ead- | 


meri Hift. Novorum. / 
| Here was that famous Placitum or Pleading held” 4 D. 
1072., (in the Time of the Cenguerar) to determine ſome con- 
fi r e Matters in diſpute between Lanfranc Archbifhop of 
2 and ſome Norman | Uſurpers, paiticutarly: d= 
— Fanny &c. Of which the moſt learned Selden. gives 
a * 9 — See alſo Lanbard and Harris — Here it is 
the County-Court is 11 kept; where the F recholders always 
aſſemble to elect their Knights of the Shire; b 
Pol, they adjourn to the Town of Maidfone. 


„ bo « » N 
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Diſtance from this Town, though in Box- 
ley Pariſh : And in 1711, a Roman Urn was 
dug up in the ſame Pariſh, near a Vein of 

Fullers Earth, which was then working. 
In 1715, there were ſeveral Reman Urns diſ- 
covered in this Town, in digging for a 
Foundation of a Ware-Houſe in Earl. Street, 
alias Bullock-Lane, near the River Medway. 
They were earthen Pots, and full of Duſt or 
Aſhes, By them was an entire Skeleton, 
and human Bones ſcattered about. There 

Theſe Her were found alſo a leſſer kind of Bottles, 

Shengbe by made of reddiſh Earth; in which was pro- 

eme to be bably contained Oyl, or other aromatical 

Ums. Libation, frequently uſed by the Romans at 

See Sir their Funeral. Theſe Veſſels were procured 

Adem by Mr. D. an Apothecary in this Town, 

Urns Bu- and in his Poſſeſſion 1725, though much 

ab p.33. broken by the Workmen in taking up. ' 


CHAP. III 
JW. "4 the Situation of the Town. 1 


NMAidſbone (as was be fore obſerved) lies 
LY 4 about the Middle of the County of 
Kent, on the River Medway, near 40 Miles 
from both London, and Dover. Leland 
Lelint's gives. the following Deſcription of it, as it 
Oollecta. was when he made his Survey, vir in the 
Reign of Henry VIII. about 19538. The 
8 OY q A cc Ruler 
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« Ruler of the Towne ther is cawled Port- 
* Ryve, Ther is in the Town a fair Col- 
« ledge of Preſtes. The Caſtel [or Palace] 
ſtandeth about the myddes of the Town, 
< being well maynteyned by the Archbiſhop 
* of Canterbury. Ther is the Commune 
<« Gayle, or Priſon of Kent, as in the Shyre- 
% Town. It is a Market-Town, of, one long 
6 Street, and full of Ynnes.” If this Jaſt 
Article were in any meaſure exact, and truly 
deſcribes this Town, as it then was, it has 
ſince been much altered, and greatly im- 
proved. For, at preſent, there. are four 
principal Streets of great length, which 
meet and interſect each other at the Croſs, 
beſides many leſſer ones. It ſpreads itſelf to 7: 
a conſiderable extent every Way, partly on 2 — Re- 


2 Hill, and partly on a Valley, and is very te Ci, 
| populous ; being ſaid to contain 0090 Ie 


O [ex- 
habitants. ' | clave of 
On account of its Situation, and Conve- DiJenters] 


niency for receiving and entertaining great 2 


Numbers of People, it has generally been com. as. 
reputed the fitteſt Place for Publick Meet- 

ings of the County; and, upon that ac- 

count, it has been called the County-Town, 

or Shire-Town of Kent. In the Time of 
Queen Elizabeth, the Aſies are ſaid to have Ay 
been held oftner in this Town than in all x... RY 1 
the Places of the County beſides, 1 1 172 | 


Rechefter ; 004 till a few Vears paſt they 


= S & 2 * 


B 4 | were 


221844 
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were almoſt conſtantly held at Maidftone ; ; 
but are now gone to Rocheſter again. 
. Maidſtone is in the Bailiuic of Eyborne, 
Lath of Aylesford, Weſt Diviſion of the 
County, and Diviſion of the Juſtices of the 
Corporation of Maidſtone. The following 
_-Pariſhes are in the Hundred of Maidſtone, 
viz. Eaſt and Weſt Barming ; part of Ber- 
fed; Box ley, Dettling, Eaſt Farley part of 
Hunton; Linton, Looſe, Tilden in Marden. 
And the Liberty of the Corporation claimeth 
over the whole Town and Pariſh, Milbale 
in A _—_— Boxley, Looſe, Otham, Eaft and 
Weſt Barming, Allington, Linton, News- 
Hythe in Eaſl- Malling; and upon the River 
Medway from — Farley Bridge to a Piece 
| of Land call ——— in — But 
\ the Liberty of the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
Bury claimeth over the Manor of Maid. 
one. The Church is in the Dioceſe of 
Canterbury, and Deanery of Sutton; and ex- 
empted from the Juriſdiction of the Arcb- 
 - deacon; and thus entered in the Black- Book 
— ge Maidſtone cum Capellis de Looſe & 
Detling. 
— The Town by its Situation, is exceeding 
healthy, and the Soil about it generally rich 
and wholeſome, well-wooded and well- 
watered. Mr. Ray obſerved growing here 
an Herb called Ire: Paris, Herb-T rhe- 
Love, or * ; which is found chiefly 
here- 
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hereabours, and at Chi/elburft in this Coun- 
ty. Round the Town, and in the Neigh- 
bourhood were formerly ſuch Numbers of 
Cherry-Gardens (as they uſually call _ 
that the City of London was chiefly ſupplied 
from hence with Kentiſh Cherries :- And 
though there are not ſo many fince the Hop- 
Plantations have ſo much increaſed;” yet 
they are ſtill, with large Quantities of other 
Fruit, ſent from this Town to London by 
Water during the Seaſon, The Country 
almoſt every where round the Town is full 
of logs Villages, and good ſant 
San of the Nobility and — aac | 
greateſt Blemiſh ate the Roads, which uſed 
to be rough, ſtony, and narrow; but are 
now much mended and improved on every 
Side of the Town, to its very great Advan- 
rage, and to the Honour of feveral worthy 
Gentlemen, who chearfully contributed their 
Endeavours to ſo good a Work. 


| c H AP. IV. | 
of the Wir of Maidſtone, and Archbiſiey 5 
29 Caſtle, or Palace. 


E are told that the 1 of this Philpot's 
Place, together with the Palace, or Guts 


call. 1 15 ancient Stone Ne firvare num, þ. 
on 228. 


„This was the uſual Name given antiantly to great Build: 
ings, or Kings and Lords Seats, and Manſion Houſes, _— 
e 


10 
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on the Conflux of the Aile and Medway) did 
formerly belong to the Family of Cornbill, 


and ſo continued till Milliam de Cornbill de- 


ſiring to exemplify his Zeal and Devotion 
to the Religion of thoſe Times, gave them 
to Stephen Langton, Archbiſhop of Canter- 


| bury, in the ſeventh Year of King John, or 


about A. D. 1207. . W 
But how true ſoever this may be of the 

Caſtle, it is very certain that long before 
this, even in the Reign of King Edward 
the Confeſſor, the Manor of Maidſtone was 
owyned to be the Property of the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury; probably by the Gift of one 
of our Saxen Princes. Thus it is entered 


in that ancient and venerable Record called 


Doomſday- Bool. — 
her De Meideſtane. 


« Meideſtane eft proprium manerium Ar- 
ce chiepiſcopi & in T. E. R. ſe defendebat + 
« pro X ſull. Et ex iis tenet Radulfus unum 
« full. quod eft appretiatum 530 8. Et Willi- 
te elmus Frater Epiſcopi Gundulfe' 2. full. 
« & ſunt appretiat 10 l. Et Anſcetillus de 


 * Roſs unum ſulP. quod eſt appretiatum 60 s. 
they were not deſigned for Places of Strength or Defence. 


They who had the Cuſtody of the King's Manſion Houſes, 


wu?cere called his Caſtellains; and Wickf called the Friers 


Convents, Cain: Caſtelli. See Cowel's Law Interpreter. 


V. Caſtellain. | | 
ee es, Et 
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«* Et duo homines babent inde 1 full. gui red- 
© dunt altari ſancte Trinitatis 16 8. & ta- 
** men valet illud full. 20s. Hoc Maneri- 
« wm. babet bundret in ſeipſo? That is, 
Maideſtane is the Archbiſhop's own Manor, 
and in the Time of King Edward defended 
itſelf for X Plough-Lands. And of them 
Ralpb holds one Plough-Land, which is ap- 
praiſed at 50 5. and William, che Brother of 
Biſhop Gundulph holds two Plough-Lands, 
and hes are appraiſed at 10/.. And Anſce- 
tillus de Roſs one Plough-Land, which is 
appraiſed at 60. And two Men: have 
thence one Plough-Land, who render to the 
Altar of the holy Trinity 16 s. and yet that chri Ch, 
Plough-Land is worth 20s. This Manor Ount. 
has an hundred within itſelf. 

Fobn Ufford, Archbiſhop of Genterbary, 
is faid to have begun to build [or perhaps 
rebuild]. the Manor-Houſe, or Palace at 
Maidftone, A. D. 1348; but to have died 
before he could bring it to any Perfection. 

It was ſoon after finiſhed by one of his Suc- 
ceſſors in that See, Simon Jip, who not 
only pulled down a Houſe belonging to the 
Archbiſhops at Yrotham, and brought the 
Materials to Maidſtone, but obtained the 
Pope's Licence to charge bis whole Pro- 
vince with a Tax of 4d. out of every Mark; 
under Colour of which, his Officers de- 


manded and collected (at leaſt } in his own 
: Dioceſe) 


* ws 44% + 
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chiep.Can- 
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Dioceſe) a whole Tenth towards the build- 
ing of this Houſe, and other like Purpo- 
Vitz Ar- ſes, Stephen Birchington calls this Houſe, 


or Caftle, the Maner of Maidſtone; the 


Spelman's Word Maner being ſometimes uſed for the 
Gloſl. V. Hoſes of the Manor, or the Houſe where 


Maneri- 
um. 


8 Pater, de — p. 366. 


the Lord himſelf reſides. Thus Birchington 
tells us, that © Archibiſhop Jip quite de- 
« 'moliſhed the Maner of }rotham, et ex 
. lapidibus*ibidem Manerium de Maydeftan, 

ce quod ibidem Archiepiſcopus Fohannes [Of- 
« ford or Ufford) inceperat confiruere emen- 
« dari fecit, novum ibidem cameram facten- 
* do; and of its Stones or Materials cauſed 


* the Manor of Maydeſtone to be repaired, 


ce which Archbiſhop John had begun to 


e build, making there a new Chamber, To 


ee defray the Expence of this, the Archbi- 
« ſhop obtained Letters Apoſtolical for a 
« common Subſidy through the Dioceſe and 
« Province of Canterbury, to wit, of 4d. 
« of a Mark. But by the Craft of his 
« Clerks, who only ſhewed to the Clergy 


_ «the (aid Letters Apoſtolical in the Church 


© of Maidftone without reading them, he 
&“ extorted from his Subjects a full Tenth, 


« and had from others of the Province of 


20 Canterbury only 4 d. of a * e | 
ing to the Bull.” 


E x. demolitis tigniz, lid & cement co — 
Alfter 
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After 1ſip had thus given this Palace Per- 


cayed and dilapidated ; and it was then again 
repaired and augmented by Cardinal argon 
in the Reign of Henry VII. A. D. 1486. 
Hiſtorians obſerve, that this Prelate expend- 
ed great Sums of Money in improving and 
adorning his Palaces and Epiſcopal Houſes ; 


particularly this at Maidſtone. But chen he | 


took the fame way with his Predeceſſors. 
At his firſt coming to the See of Canterbu- 
7y, he laid a great Impoſition on the Clergy 


en it is ſaid to have become much de- 


13 


of his Province, forcing them by the Pope's Godwin's 
Authority to contribure ſo largely to the Catalogue 


Charges of his Tranſlation, as of his own 
Dioceſe only (which is one of the leaſt in 
England) he received 3 54 l. 

This Manor Houſe * or Seat, ſeems, on ac- 
count of the Beauty and Pleaſure of the 
Situation, to have been often made the Place 
of the Archbiſhop's Refidence in thoſe Times. 
We find Archbiſhop Stratford here —Mr. 


Wharton ſays, that circa regimen cure paſto- Anglia 7 = wy 


of 1 
Own, 115. 


ralis nenn apud Maydeſtan, graviter 16, era. Vol. 


„Fiber a that en believes that 8 the 
Caput Baroniæ; for the Archbiſhdps had more than one, and 
ting that at Saltæwoad, he had diligently ſearched, and 
coll find none ſo likely as this, p. 228. Architecture 
of the Houſe is Gothic, but good of the kind, and ſome Parts 
of it have of late been repaired after the modem Manner. 
There was a Chapel nn to it, but pulled down a few 
Years 280. 


Armatur, 


E 


2 
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Armatur, &c. Courtney died at this Palace. 
— way Stafford alſo died here, 1452. Bouchier was 
Colliers at Maidſtone, 1458; when Biſhop: Peacock 
Lawn Was ordered hither to receive his laſt Sen- 
I S. 675. tence for ſome Concluſions of his which 
were judged to be heretical.*, And Arch- 
2 biſhop Cranmer was ſometimes here, where 
of Cran. (as in other Places of his Dioceſe): he uſed 
mer. 440. to preach to the Pariſhioners, and had ſuch 
a Regard for them, as to ſer down Maid- 
one in his Note-book. as one of the conſi- 
derable Towns, where there ought; to be pla- 
ced learned Men with ſufficient Stipends. 
Both the Manor and Palace continued the 
W Property of the Archbiſhops, till they were 
289. exchanged by Archbiſhop Cranmer for ſome 
other Revenue, in Obedience to the Com- 
mands of King Henry VIII. in the 2gth 
' Year of his Reign. They were ſoon after 
granted by that Prince to Sir Henry Wet, 
. firſt of Allington Caſtle, then of the Mate in 
this Pariſh, one of his Privy-Council, and 
afterwards one of the Executors of his laſt 
Will. + This Gentleman is tranſmitted to 
Poſterity under the Character of a very wiſe, 
learned, and excellent Perſon, and remem- 


. | : YA 

* Pofiea Archiep. Cantuar. Tho. Bourcher mandavit eum, 
 Reginaldum Pecock, Epiſc. Ciceſtrenſem ad 5 * ＋ ane judicium 
eæpectaturum. Gaſcoigne Diction. Theol. M. 8. £4 


+ This is ſaid by ſome, but his name does not appear among 
the Executors mentioned by Stow, Biſhop Godwin, or Biſhop 


bered 


i 


Burnet. 
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bered for a Jeſt, by which he is ſaid to raiſe 
the Courage of the King to go through 
with his Divorce, notwithſtanding the Op- 
poſition the Court of Rome made to it; tel- 
ling him, it was very ſtrange a Man could 
not repent when he had done amiſs, with- 
out aſking the Pope's Leave. T his Gentle- 
man dying, the Manor and Palace of Maid- 
fone dolcended to- his Grandſon Sir Thomas 
Wiat, who being unhappily concerned in 
an- Attempt to prevent Queen Mary's Mar- 
riage with Philip King of Spain, he was 
attainted of High Treaſon, and his Eſtate 
all forfeited to the Crown, 

Here the Manor continued for a eas 
rable Time; but when King James in 1624 
had created Dame Elizabeth Finch, Widow 
of Sir Moyle Finch of Eaſt-well in this Coun- 
ty, Viſcounteſs Maidſtone, to her and her 
Iſſue Male, ſhe obtained the Manor in Fee 
Farm for ever, and tranſmitted it to her Son 
Sir Thomas Finch, in her right, Earl of Win- 
chelſea, and after ſeveral Succeftions in that 
Family, it was fold to the late Lord Rom- 
ney, about the Year 1720. But the Palace 
was before granted by Queen Elizabeth to 
Jobn Aſtley, Eſq; Maſter of the Jewels; 
from whom it deſcended to Sir Jacob Al- 
ley, created I.ord Aſtley by King Charles I. 
in which Family it — 5 Sa till it was ſold 


7 Sir Jacob Aſtley, Bart. to the Lord Rom- 


ney, 
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ey, about the ſame time he purchaſed the 
Manor. A. jy 


CHAP, v. 


Of the Government and Privil 
£113, Town of Maidſtone. 


eges of the 
1 HIS Town was &rſt incorporated in 


1 che 4d Year of the Reign of King 
Edward VI. A. D. 1549, by the Stile and 


of the Town of Maidſtone, in the County 
of Kent. This Charter bears Teſte at Ve. 
minfter the 4th of July; and, in the Pre- 
amble takes notice, that for many Years 
* paſt, the Rulè and Government of the 
„ ſaid Town was eſteemed to belong to cer- 
e tain of the Inhabitants, commonly called 
* the * Port-Ryve and Brethren of the 
« Town of Maidſtone, and that the fame 


* Sir Henry Spelman informs us, that not only the Wardens 
of Ports, were called Part-ryves, or Port-grefes, but by Tranſ- 
lation, the Prefe&s, or Chiefs of Cities and Towns, but eſpe- 
cially of Maritime Towns, or Towns remarkable for ſome 
Port. The Titles and Appellations of Mayors and Batlfz, 
who now ſupply the Places of the Portreves, were firlt intro- 
duced by our Northern Kings, &c. Even the City of London 
had no Bailkff before the firſt of Richard I. A. D. 1190, 


and no Mayor till the tenth of King Jobn, A. D. 1210. 


Spelman's Gloſſary, V. Portgrefiuss Camaen obſerves that 
Greve is an ancient Saxon Word, and, as yet, among the 
Germans, ſignifies a Ruler, as Markgrave, Reingrave, Land- 
grave, &c. Brit. p. 33 1. See Ferflegan's Antiquities, p. 325. 
"3% cc was 


— 
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« was a Capital Port of the River Medway.” 
By this Charter the Government of the. 
Town was placed in the Perſons follow- 


ing, VIS. f 
Richard Heley, Wogan 

James Barret, (William Tilden, 
Milliam Reeve, | Robert Goſling, 
Peter Mapliſden, Richard Baſſe, 
FJobn Denly, Jurates Richard Ame, 
Thomas Gore, | Fohn Hooker, | 
John J ppenbery, ( illiam Green, 


The Honour and Advantage of this In- 
corporation ſeems to have been conferred on 
the Town, to reward the Inhabitants for the 
remarkable Zeal expreſſeggavy them for the 
Reformation of Religion under that excel- 
lent young Prince. But they did not long 
enjoy theſe Privileges ; being immediately 
deprived of them upon the Succeſſion of >, 
Queen Mary to the Crown. As they had 
appeared with great Zeal for the Reforma- 
tion, they could not be at all agreeable to 
a Court, whoſe Deſign was quite to aboliſh 
it. But there was now freſh Provocation 
given. Our Kentiſh Antiquary ſays, that Lambard's 
Maidſione forfeited its Privileges by joining MY 
in a Rebellion hoved within this Shire un- — 8 
der Queen Mary. There ſeems no manner z. 217. 


of e for ſuch a general Charge. But 
C 


it By 
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it muſt be owned that ſeveral of the prin- 
cipal Perſons concerned in the Attempt to 
prevent the Queen's Marriage with Philip 
of Spain were Inhabitants of this Place, 
viz. 1ſt, Sir Thomas Wiat of the Mote, 
ad, Sir Henry Iſley of Sheals, zd, Thomas 
Hey, Eſq; [his- Brother,] 4th, George Ma- 
pliſden of Bigons or Digons. And it was 
BiſopBur- here that Sir Thomas Wiat firſt made a pub- 
hw i lick Declaration of his Defign, Fan. 27th 
the Refor- 1553. Tradition ſays this was done at the 

Pt. Bear-riagle, by the Little Conduit; where be 
p. 24. made Proclamation, that his Intention in 
taking up Arms was only to preſerve the Li- 
berty of the Nation, and to keep it from 
Baker's coming under the Yoke of Strangers. Here 
Siber alſo Sir Henry Iller, and his Brother Thomas 
le, and Walter Mantell, were all exe- 
cuted- for being concerned with Sir Thomas 
Wiat in this Rebellion. FOE 
It is no wonder Occaſion: was taken, from 
this unhappy Affair, to chaſtiſe and difcoun- 
tenance this Town; eſpecially, when, in 
all probability, the Privileges they enjoyed, 
were procured-through the Intereſt of ſome 
of the eminent Perſons: concerned in it; 
who. were great Favourers of the Reforma- 


tion. But beſides this its obſerved, that the 


* The Heirs of Thomas Iſley, were reſtored in Blood iin-the. 
ſecond Parliament of Queen Elizabeth. Strype's Annals, p. 277. 


People 
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People of Maidſtone were of the Number B Bur- 


of thoſe who in the Beginning of this Reign — 
gave great Offence to the Court by promo- V III. 
ting Petitions for retaining the Doctrine and“. 222. 
Service, or religious Worſhip, ſettled and 
eſtabliſhed in the Time of the Queens Bro- 
ther, King Edward VI. All theſe Things con- 
fidered, tis no wonder this p9p1/ſh Queen and 
ber Council ſhewed their Diſpleaſure againſt 
the Inhabitants of this Place, by depriving 
them of the Privileges which had been 
granted to them by that Proteſtant Prince. 
But when Queen Elizabetb came to the 
 / Crown, they were again Incorporated, as 
bdefore, with ſome additional Privileges : 
This Charter bears Teſte at Weſtminſter the 
fourth Day of December, in the ſecond Year 
of her Reign, A. D. 1560, appointing the 
following Perſons Mayor and Jurates ; viz. 


 Wilkam Green, Mayor. 


Thomas Gore, J  ( Fames Buſoridee, 
William Mowſherſt, I Clement Luttwitk, 
William Collet, \ Jurates N William Smith, 
William Tilden, © © | Ambroſe Ippenbery, 
Richard Hooker, | Nicholas Auſten, - 
| "oy (Thomas Beal, 


Tr has been queſtioned, by what Right 
this Town returns two Burgeſſes to ſerve in 
Parliament : A noted Antiquary, who lived 
and wrote in thoſe Times intimates, that 

n | this 


20 
 Lambu's this was firſt granted to them by Queen 


Perambu- 


lation, 


9 217. 
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Elizabeth in this Charter : where I find the 


following Clauſe— And likewiſe out of 


our further Grace, true Knowledge, and 
our free Will, Sc. We by theſe Preſents, 
“for us, our Heirs and Succeſſors, do grant 
«* to the ſaid Mayor, Jurates and Common- 
* alty, [of Maidſtone] that they and their 
* Succeſſors for ever hereafter, as often as 
the Parliament of us, our Heirs and Suc- 
« *ceflors ſhall be ſummoned ro- meet toge- 
ether, do in ſome convenient Place within 
« the ſaid Town of Maidſtone, by them, at 

e their Pleaſure appointed, meet. together, 
and there chooſe two fit Perſons for Bur- 
<«« gefles of the Town and Pariſh of Maid- 

e ſtone for the ſaid Mayor, Jurates and Com- 
«© monalty to ſerve in the Parliament of Us, 
« our Heirs and Succeſſors; and there to 


act as ſhall be neceſſary and expedient, as 
well for the Benefit of our Kingdom of 


“England, as for the Benefit and Advantage 
of our Town and Pariſh aforeſaid.” But 
it is evident, that before this Charter, vi. 
in the ſixth Year of the Reign of Edward VI. 
A.D. 1552, this Town returned two Bur- 
geſſes. Thus it is entered in Brown Willis, 
Eſquire's . Liſt of the Members for the 
County of Kent. 


Edward 
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« Eduard NV 
« Sixth Parliament at Weſtminſter : Bo- 


rough of Matdftone, William Wotton, Fobn 
“ Salwayne.” But it is added, © In the 
<« ſeventh Year of King Edward VI. [which 
« ſeems to be a miſtake for the firſt of 
Queen Mary] the Charter of Maidſtone 


« was ordered to be viewed, to ſee what 


* Right it had to ſend Burgeſſes. Having 
no Copy of King Edward's Charter whereby 
to judge how this Matter ſtood, I deſired an 
ingenzous and intelligent Gentleman to in- 
ſpect it, who aſſures me, there is no mention 
in it, of ſending Burgeſſes to Parliament ; 
and adds, that he is pretty well aſſured 
Maidſtone is an antient Borough by Pre- 


ſcription, of much higher Date than their 


Incorporation, and had for many Ages paſt 
the Privilege of returning Members, Ce. 
Upon what Evidence this Opinion is ground- 
ed, I am not told. It does not appear by 
Mr. Willis's Liſt, that any Burgeſſes were 


ſent from hence. before the Sixth of Ed- 


ward VI. but it may be evident ſome other 


way. In Dr. Harris's Hiſtory of Kent, is 


a Liſt of all the Burgeſſes to the Firſt of 


King George I. 


In the Election of their Members, every 


F reeman, whether Reſident within the Bo- 
rough or not, has a Vote, It has been de- 


.C . termined 
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termined by the Houſe of Commons, upon two 


Petitions, as follow. 


Feb. 7th, 1701. It was agreed, that the 


Right of Election for Maidſtone is, in the 


Freemen, not receiving Alms, or Charity. 
Decem. 8th, 1702. It was agreed, that 
the Right of Election for Maidſtone, is, in 
the Freemen not receiving Alms. | 
Beſides the two foregoing - Charters of 
Edward VI. and Eligabetb, this Town ob- 
tained a third of King James I. bearing 
Teſte at Weftminfter 31ſt of December, in 
the ſecond Year of his Reign, A. D. 1604. 
Whereby they are incorporated by the Name 
of the Mayor, Furates, and Commonalty of 


the *KING's Town and Pariſh of Maid- 
one. The Mayor and Jurates firſt named 


in this Charter are as follows. 


This was a Name uſed by the Engliſh for a Royal Court 
or Manor; a Town which has a Houſe or Court of the 
Kings; as Spelman obſerves—Gloſſary. V. Villa Regia: But 


2s no ſuch Houſe appears to have been anciently here, and it 


had not this Name till conferr'd by. the Charter of King 
James, it ſeems to ſignify only a Town Incorporated, and 
highly favoured by the King. The Direction of an Habeas 
Corpus to remove a Cauſe out of this Liberty, is, To the Mayor 
of the King's Town and Pariſh 7 Maidflone. And the Sheriff 
directs his Warrant upon Proceſs to this Liberty, thus, Js the 
Mayor of the King's Town and Pariſh of Maiaſtone; and to 
bis Miniſters. | | 


55 ec Edward 
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Edward Mapleſden, Mayo. 


James Franklyn, William Plummer, 
Gabriel Green, | | Richard Hywood, 
John Franklyn, Ir. Walter Fiſher, 
Jobn Rumney, J urates. ) Thomas Greenfield, 
Stephen Heley, | Richard Mapliſden, 
Jobn Green. UThomas Swywbogg, 


This Charter (as appears by the Pre- 
amble) was occaſioned by ſeveral dubious 
Queſtions and Doubts concerning the Va- 
lidity and Meaning of the farmer; and con- 
firms all the Privileges before granted by the 
Crown, with ſeveral new ones. 5 

They had another Charter from the ſame 
Prince, in the ſeventeenth Year of his Reign, 
A. D. 1619. but what farther Privileges or 
Advantages, was thereby conferred, (not 
having an Opportunity of ſeeing it) I can- 
not tell. : | 

The Names of the Mayor and Jurates are 
as follows, : 8 


Walter Fiſher, Mavor. 
Gabriel Green, Ambroſe Beal, 


Edward Mapliſden, | | Fobn Banks, © 

e, gran EAT 

Thomas Swynhogg, E Duke. 
C4 , But 


- 
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But in the Year 1682. in the 34th of 
Charles II. a great Alteration was made in 
che Government of this Town, when they 
were Incorporated anew by the Stile and 


Title of Mayor, Aldermen, &c. And the 
following Perſons were appointed. 


Robert Saunders, Jun. Mayor. 


Samuel Wood, © c Thomas Bliſs, 
Garret Callant, | George Pierce, 
John Dunning, Robert Salmon, 
Fobn Lanes, A John Fowle, 
George Walker, Thomas Marſhall, 
William Weldiſh, - on 


But it being ſuppoſed, that the former 


_ Charters were not legally ſurrendered, and 


that this new one was rather deſigned to 


| ſerve a Party-Intereſt, than the common 


Good of the Corporation (to which it ſeem- 
ed to be of no real Advantage) they have 
declined acting by it ever ſince the glorious 


Revolution by King WILLIAM III. A. D. 


1688. 

In the latter End of the ſhort Reign of 
King James II. this Corporation (as others 
generally were all over the Kingdom) was 
new modelled, and ſuch Perſons appoint- 
ed for the Government of it as that Prince 
thought moſt likely to ſerve his Purpoſes of 
taking away the Teſt, and Penal Laws, in 

| order 
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order to bring in Popery and Arbitrary 
Power. Hereupon, one (generally called) 
Dr. Wright, an Anabaptiſt Teacher, was by 
the King's Letters Mandatory, choſen Mayor, 
and other Diſſenters Jurates. 

1 of the forementioned Charters, 


the 
to make By-Laws for the good Government 
of the Corporation; and, purſuant to this 
Power, there have been made two very re- 
markable Orders of Burghmote (or, Coun- 
cil of the Borough, from the Old Engliſh, 
bund nod) as ſuch Laws are called; which 
I ſhall here mention. 

I. The firſt of theſe was made ſoon after 
the firſt Charter of King Fames : The Sub- 
ſtance of it is, (according to the beſt of my 
Remembrance, and the ſhort Notes I was 
able to take on a haſty Peruſal,) * That the 

© Commonalty, or whole Body of the Free- 

© men, uſed to aſſemble in too great Num- 
1 bers, and they not always of the moſt 
« ſufficient Sort, for the tranſacting any pub- 
lick Buſineſs, which occaſioned great Con- 
« fuſion and Diſorder : To prevent which 
* Miſchief and Inconvenience for the. fu- 


ture, it was then ordered and agreed, 


« That the Commonalty ſhould be- here- 
ce after repreſented by twenty-four or thirty 
« Men at the moſt, who were to be Free- 


© men and Freeholders within the Corpo- 
| F ration, 


ayor and Jurates, &c. are impowered 
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« ration, and theſe ſhould be called the 


_ «© Common-Council of Maid/fone ”” ; or to 
this Effect. This may ſerve to ſhew the 


Original of Common-Council-Men in this 
Town ; for which there is no Proviſion 
made in their Charters, unleſs ic be in that 
of Charles II. 

II. The other remarkable Order, or 
By-Law, was the dividing the Town into 
Wards ; the Uſe and Defign of which, will 


be beſt underſtood by the printed Directions 


publiſhed at chat Time. 


Maidſtone fl. 


"The Wardens in their reſpectiue Circuits, or 


Precindts are to Oger ve theſe Matters 
Nau. viz. 


Ogues, Vagabonds, Idle Divan In- 
e mates, and Unthrifts, Malefactors, 
* and diſorderly Perſons, Unlicenſed Ale- 


__ ©. houſes, Tipling-houſes, Sockling- houſes, 


« unlawful Games and Sports: Victuallers 
e entertaining Gueſts after Nine of the 
* Clock at Night, (not being Lodgers) in 
« any unlawful manner: Inhabitants who 
© receive- into their Houſes Inmates, So- 
e journers, or Lodges who are ſuſpected Per- 
* ſons, or of evil Fame, or likely to prove 

cc or 
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« or bring a Charge to the Town: Oſtlers, 


« Tapſters, and Chamberlins entertained by 
« Victuallers, Inn-keepers and Vintners ; 


« from time to time to take notice of them, 
« and give his Account to the Mayor: What 


60 Apprentices, or other Servants, are from 


© time to time received and retained by In- 
<« habitants of the Town, that an Account 
« may be taken of them, and of their Be- 
„ haviour, and for what Time, and upon 
«* what Terms they are retained: Young 
© Fellows and Wenches living out of Ser- 
vice; Sabbath-breaking by Travelling, 
« or Worldly Labours, Sports, or Paſtimes ; 
« Tipling, Drinking, or other Diſorders 
* upon that Day: Poor People not imploy- 
« ing their Children to School, or Work. 
« The Neglects and Abuſes of Officers of 
cc all Sorts in their Places, Common Nu- 
« ſances and Annoyances of the Streets 

« Hogs, Rubbiſh, Filth, or otherwiſe.” 


A moſt wiſe and excellent Conſtitution ! 
But it is now utterly diſregarded, and al- 
moſt wholly forgot ; though it is the-com- 
mon Concern of the whole Town to en- 


deavour, that the Subſtance of it be duly 


obſerved. ; | 

The Election of the Mayor, is upon the 
Feſtival of All. Souls, (as it is called in the 
popiſh Calander) Novem. 2 d, in which none 
e have 
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have any Votes but Freemen and Freeholders 


within the Corporation. Before the Electi- 


on, is always a Sermon preached by the Cu- 
rate of the Pariſh. | 
The Court-Leet and Court-Baron, is held 


annually by the Mayor and Jurates, and the 


Recorder as Steward. It is now generally 


called the Court-Leet, [and Law-Day] but 
it ſeems to have had anciently the Name of 
Portmote, and to have changed its Name 
fince the Port-Reeve was turned into a 
Mayor. For in the Accounts of the Fra- 


ternity of Corpus Chriſti, there is this Ar- 


ticle——Paid to the Portreve for Sute in 
Portmote, 1 d. which is what is ſtill paid 
by the Inhabitants, the Court-Leet Day. At 
this Court are choſen the Peace Officers. 
The Town and Pariſh have a Conſtable of 
their own; and being divided into three 
Boroughs, viz. Week, Weſtre, and Stone, 
Botſholders are choſen for each ( m. 

The Mayor is Coroner ; and he with the 
Juſtices and Recorder, hold the general 
Quarter Seſſions of the Peace. 

Here is alſo a Court of Pleas once a 
Fortnight, the Juriſdiction whereof extends 
(as to all Actions, real, perſonal and'mixed,) 
over all the Town and Pariſh of Maidſtone ; 
and as to all perſonal Actions 8 under the 
Value of ive Pounds. | 


The 
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The Freedom of the Corporation is ob- 
tained by Birth; the eldeſt Son being free 
of Courſe ; and the next, on paying 40s. 
Fine ; or by Apprenticeſhip ; and, with the 
Conſent of the Common-Council, a Stran- 
ger may be made Free {on paying a Fine 
to the Corporation. The Freemen are ex- 

. from Foreign Seſſions. 
Boni face, Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
Was Patra a Royal Grant of a Market 
here 45. Henry III. or A. D. 1261. which is 
kept on every Thurſday. As the Country 
round about this Town, is very good for its 
Soil, and affords Plenty of Proviſions of all 
Kinds, this Market has been eſteemed one 
of the beſt for Cheapneſs and Variety in the 
whole County. The Mayor is Clerk of the 
Marker, and, when admitted into his Office, 
18 particularly ſworn duly to execute it; a 
due Regard to which, muſt have a great In- 
fluence on the Wealth and Proſperity of the 
Town. 

Here are four Fairs yearly, viz. Feb. 2d, 
May iſt, June gth, and October 6th ; which 
la; oft, ſeems to have been the Wale, or Feaſt 
of the Dedication of the ancient Church or 
Chapel of St. Faith. 

In the Parliament held the 1 oh of King 
Henty VII. the Cuſtody of the Weights and Bacon, 
Meaſures, which were then renewed and . "364 
appointed according to the Standard in the Lambard, 

Exchequer l. 217. 
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Exchequer, was committed to this Town. 
In the Ad concerning this Matter, is 4 
Schedule of the Names limitted for the Sauff 
Cuſtody of Weyghtes and Meſures, accordynge 
to the King's Standarde for the Shes 2 
towing — And for 
C. KENT, The Towne of Maydeftone 


And here, one of every Weight and Mea- 


ſore then made of Braſs, and ſent accord- 
ing to Act of Parliament, is {till preſerved. 
The Arms of this Town are, Or, a Fez 
wavy Azure betwixt three Torteauxes; on 
a Chief Gules a Lion Paſſant Gardant Or: 
Which are n before in a ſmall 
Copper Print. | 


„ -. 
Of the Religious Houſes in this Town, 


F theſe, I find no Foot-ſteps or Me- 
morials of any but the four following. 

I. The Hoſpital for Pilgrims * or Tra- 
vellers, dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, 
and Thomas Becket. This is ſaid to be built 


Somner's by Bonif, ace, a Son of the Earl of Savoy, 
— and Archbiſhop of Canterbury, A, D. 1244. 


ties of 


terbury, or, as ſome others fix the ime, 1260. 


9. 133- 


* Du Freſae mentions Hoſpitale S. Peregrini & Hoſpitale 
Paaperum in Regula 6 canonice vier. Gloſl. 


V. A 
. Walter 


It is generally 


— 
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Wolter Reynolds, one of the Succeſſors of 


Boniface in that See, about 13 14. appro- 
priared to this Hoſpi ical the two Parſonages 


of and Saber in this County, Ir 
was at feſt called the New-Works ; and 
ſeems to have gone long by that Name. 
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by our Writers on Lambard, 
this Subject to have ſtood near the Church, Godwin, 


in the ſame Place where the College was 27 we] 


afterwards erected. But it ſeems rather to 
have been ſiruate; in the Meſt Burrongb, on 
the Banks of the River; where was lately 
the: dwelling Houſe of the Reverend Mr. 
Mullins; which he uſed: to call Newark, or 
New<work'; the Name it probably went by, 
in his ancient Writings. And here are ſtill , 
evident Remains of ſuch a kind of Build- | 
ing. A good Part of what ſeems to have 
been the Chapel, is ſtill ſtanding, with two 


antique Figures cut in Stone after the Go- 
thick Manner, one at each Corner of the 


Eaſt End; and juſt by, is an hollow Place 
arched and vaulted wich Stone, which 
ſeems to go a great Way under · ground 


Sammer ſays, this Hoſpital was valued at the 


Suppreſſion at 1594. 75. 10 d. per annum; 
and the College at 139 l. 7 5. 6.4. per annum. 
And they are diſtinctiy . alſo by J. Speed 
thus; AM. Saints C. Boniface ot Senn, 
Archbiſhop of Cant. Temp. Hen. III. 
— . William Courtney Archbiſhop of 


Cant. 1 395. Richard [I. But 


» 
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But there muſt be a great Blunder in theſe 
Accounts. For whether the College was 
built on the Site of the Hoſpital, or New- 
Work, or not, it is certain, the Revenues of 
the latter were transferred to the former, 
long before the Diſſolution of Religious. 
Houſes ; and as they were not both ſubfiſt- 
ing at that Time, they could not have a 
Wan Valuation. 

The three following Perſons are -inferned 
in a Liſt I have as Maſters of the Connge of 
Maidſtone ; viz. 

1. Martin de Txing, Elected 8. Edw. III. 

1334. He was afterwards Rector of BoclC 

[perhaps Boxly] and Canon of St. N. ut 
Wet 

2. Simon de Breden, 1340. | 

3. Richard de Norwich, Elected⸗ 2 3. Bd II. 
I 

= they are all nd Foo RES far Court- 

ney's College: They ſeem rather to have 
been Maſters of Boniface's Hoſpitum. 

II. The College. This is ſeated on the 
Banks of the Medway, near the Pariſh- 


— Church. By King Richard the Second's 


ag 


naltt Licence granted to Archbiſhop Courtney in 
the 19th Year of his Reign, A. D. 1396. 
it appears, that he was impowered'< to con- 
vert the Pariſh Church of St. Mary at 
«* Maidſtone in Kent, into a CollegiateChurch 
« of one Maſter or Warden, and. as many 
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** Chaplains and other Miniſters as he ſhould 
< think fit, and to give up to the ſaid Ma- 
<< ſter and Chaplains the Advowſon and Pa- 
e tronage of the ſaid Church and the Cha- 
ce pels annexed to it [Looſe and Debtling] as 
<« alſo the New-Works or Hoſpital of St. Pe- 
ter and Paul at Maydeſione, and Patron- 
age of the Churches of Sutton, Lilling- 
ton [perhaps Lullingſton in this County] 
ce and Farley, belonging to the ſaid Hoſpi- 
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« tal” And Adam Mottrum, Archdeacon Antiqui- 


of Canterbury, is ſaid to have given his Con- 


became neceſſary, I know not. 


The ſame Prince, by another Charter, a 


granted to this College the Advowſon of 
the Church of Crundale near Wye in Kent, 
with the Reverſion of the Manors of Trem- 
worth and Fannes in the ſame Pariſh, which 
were held by Henry Nvele for his Life. And 
King Henry IV. in the eighth Year of his 
Reign granted his Licence to the Maſter 
and Chaplains of this College to purchaſe 
the Manor of Wyghte/ham probably Witre- 
ſham in this County] purſuant to their Char- 
ter ; by which they were authorized to pur- 
chaſe Lands to the Value of 40 J. per annum. 
This College is generally ſuppoſed. to be 
built in the very /ame Place where the H/ 
N — 


— 


ties o 
ſent Mar. 6. 1395. for the Appropriation of =o 


the Churches before-mentioned to the Col- 5 — 


lege of Maidſtone. But how his Conſent” 


I 
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pital of St. Peter and Paul had before ſtood. 
But when it is confidered, that Courtney had 
not theGrant of theHoſpital, till the /a Year 
of his Life, it cannot appear in the leaſt de- 
gtee probable, that he ſhould have time to 
pull it down, and build the College on that 
old Foundation. It may perhaps be thought 
that he left the Buildings in their old Form, 
and only changed and altered the nature of 
the Deſign, turning the Hoſpital into a 
College. But it ſeems much more proba- 
ble (and more agreeable to the Words of 
his Licence) that the Hoſpital ſtood in the 
Weſt - Burough (the Place before affigned it) 
and that the College was built here ſome- 
time before on the Archbiſhop's own Lands, 
or the Demeſnes of the Manor; after the 
Erection of which, he obtained this Hoſ- 
-pital of the King as an Accefſion of Re- 
venue to it. To defray the Charge of this 
Building and other Expences, he proceeded 
in the Manner of his Predeceſſors; who 
were uſed to make others pay for what 


they deviſed, and aſſumed the Honour of 


doing. Courtney procured a Licence of the 
Pope to gather four-pence in the Pound of 
all Eccleſiaſtical Preferments within his Pro- 


vince. But the Biſhop of Lincoln refuſed 


DE 4 


to make this Collection in his Dioceſe ; and 
appealed to the Pope ; bur while the Ap- 
peal was depending the Archbiſhop died. 
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This College ſeems to have been diſſolved 

about the Vear 1538. Admidſt its preſent 

Ruins, it appears to have been a Building 

not only large but of very good Gothic Ar- 
chitecture. The Entrance, which is left 

pretty entire, is very handſome and grand 

in its kind. It is now turned into a Farm- 

Houſe, and, with the Lands about it, is Part 

of the Eſtate of the Lord Romney, and of 
confiderable Value. wk 


Wardens or Maſters of this College 


1. Jobn Wotton. He was Rector of S. the þ- 
W in this County, Canon of Chi- Hung. 
cheſter, and one of Archbiſhop Courtney's ment 
Executors, and died the laſt Day of Ocfo- thi: Book. 
ber, 1417. He was buried in this Church, 
with an Inſcription on his Tomb, which is 
now gone; but was preſerved by Weaver 
in his Account of Funeral Monuments. He 
is mentioned in Rymer' $ Feed. Tom. IX. 

11 
4 2. / n In che Liſt of the Gen- 
tlemen of Kent 12 Henry II. 1434. we 
find Rogeri Heron, Magiſtri Coll. de Mayde- 
tone; and he occurs Maſter, 1438. 
3. Thomas Boleyn, LL. B. 1459. 
4. Thomas Preſton. 1476. 
5. fobn Comberton, A. M. 
6. William Grocyn, 8. T. B. He was 
| D 2 admitted 


\ 
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admitted Peg 17. 1506, or (as Wood ſays) 


about 1504. He was born at Briſtol, edu- 
cared at Wykebam's School near Winchefter, 
and Fellow of New College, Oxon. He is 
ſaid to have been a moſt fingular Light of 
Learning in his Time, excellent in the Latin 


and Greet Tongues, and a familiar Friend 


of the great and noted Eraſmus. He died 
here A. D. 15 19. or (as another Account is) 
1522; and was buried at the Stall End of 
the Choir of this Collegiate Church, aged 
about 80 Years. 

7. Jobn Penyton, A. M. 

8. Jobn Leffe, or Luffe, or Leys, (as 1 
find his Name differently ſpelt) was the /aff 


Maſter of this College, and at the Diſſolu- 


tion had a Penſion affigned him of 481. 16s. 
84, which it appears he lived to enjoy in 
1553- He is mentioned in Wood's . | 
Oxon, Vol. I, p. 2 

At the ſame time annual Penſions were ap- 
Tan to theſe Perſons following, as Fel- 


tows, Chaplains, or otherwiſe Members of 


this College, viz. To 


W el 
Jobn Godfrey Sew 6 13 8 
George Denham _— 5 
Thomas Wade — 4 0 0 
Jobn Porter — — 5 0 0 
Arthur Butler — 4 0 
Thomas Fyne ?— 4 © © 


Geor ge 
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{3 „ . 
George Prior — 4 o 0 
Arthur Burton 2 12 4 
Fobn Weſton © 09-94% 2 
William Clark  ——— 2 13 4 
Jobn Huggard ——— 2 6 8 
James Ware — 2 6 8 

ames Killegrew — 2 » 00 
William Ryle — x 68 
Jobn Pyreſte — ip: 2658 


III. The Houſe of the Brothers of Corpus 
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Chrifti * who, as we are told, were to pray Philpot 
for the Fraternity of the Gild; and from — ; 
thence it is ſaid to have been called the O/d* ©. 


Gild. 


It is ſaid by the Romiſh Writers, that this Congregation 
or Brotherhood of Corpus Chriſti, or Chriſt's Body, was tound- 
ed about A. D. 1324. The Religious made Profeſſion of the 
Rule of St. BenediF. To this, their ſuperſtitious Founder, 
| Whoever he was, added their being obliged to carry the Holy 
Sacrament in ſolemn Proceſſions, and celebrate its Feaſt Tune 21. 
with the utmoſt Devotion, Pomp, and Reverence, in order, 
by their Example, to tir up the Faithful to the N 
that adorable Myſtery: In other Words, it was intended to 
keep up the Credit of that monſtrouſly abſurd Doctrine of 
Tyranſabſlantiation. It may be noted, that it is of Anglo-Saxon 
Birth; and that in the very learned Biſhop Kennet's Gloſſary, 
under the Word Gela, there is Latin Gila, Engliſh Gila; a 
Fraternity or Society | | | 
The word -Gi/d ſigniſies a Company, Society or Brother» 
hood. Thoſe of a religious kind, were very common in 
England, before the Reformation, as at London, NoFwich, &c. 
and are ftill ſo, in popiſh Countries. See Dale's Hift. of the 
Antiquities of Harwich and Dover-Court ; where ( chiefly 


from Madex's Firma Burgi) is given the beſt Account I have 


ſeen of theſe Fraternities. Mr, Dorrington, in his Account 
of the preſent Stats of Religion in the Romiſh Church, takes no- 
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Sila. By whom this was founded or en- 


dowed is not known, It has been miſtaken 
for Archbiſhop Arunde!'s Chantry, which 
(as will appear in the next Chapter) was of 

uite another kind. It ſtood at the lower 
End of Earl Street (alias Bulloc l- Lane) at a 


ſmall diſtance from the River. The Chapel 
and Reſectory and three Cloyſters, are till 
remaining. After the Diſſolution, this Houſe 


ſeems to have continued in the Crown for 
ſome Vears, by which means the Mead or 


Meadow lying between that and the River 
was called the King's Meadow; as Eaft- 


Bridge Hoſpital in Canterbury, on Part of 


which the Hoſpital ſtands, is called K:ng's- 


Bridge Hoſpital 
The Nature of this Fraternity will be 


beſt collected and underſtood from a curious 


MS. containing an Account of their Receits 


tice of theſe Confraternities in many Parts of Germany, thro 


which he travelled — vi. one called the Fraternity of the Cir- 


cumcifion ; another the Brotherhood of the Chapel of the Virgin 


Mary, which conſiſted of almoſt an hundred Brothers, ſome 


Citizens, ſome Foreigners: he obſerved alſo the Fraternity 
of the holy Sacrament —the Brotherhood of the Mother ef Gd 
and the like. To obtain Benefit by theſe ſuperſtitious Fra- 
ternities, it is not neceſſary to be reden among them; but 
only to be entered into the Brotherhood; attend their ſolemn 
Services on ſet Days; and contribute to their Support. 
He Obſerved Notice given in theſe Words — “If any Per- 
% ſon, whether Man or Woman, ſhall have the Devotion 
to enter themſelves in the ancient and renowned Brother- 
+ hood of the holy Maid, the Mafters, &c. ſhall be at all 
* times ready to receive them 


and 
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and Diſburſements in the Years 1480, and 


1481, the Original of which, is {till pre- 
ſerved in the Court-Hall of Maidſtone; and 
a Copy of the greater Part of it was lately 
taken and communicated to me for the Ser- 
vice of this Undertaking. It appears from 
thence, that this Brotherhood conſiſted 
both of Men and Women (ſome of. them 
not Inhabitants of the Town) in Number 
rzo or 130 Perſons, Among theſe, appear 
ſome of Diſtinction; as Thomas Bourchier 
of Leeds, Knt.— Henry Ferrers, Knt, Fobn 
Wormſell, Abbot of Baxley; Fobn Munden, 


Vicar of Boxley ; Jacob Chinche, Vicar of 


Thornham, &c. There is in the Liſt of the 
Brothers and Siſters of the Fraternity, many 
Names of Families ſtill fubſiſting in the 
Town. They all paid an annual Sum; for 
the moſt part 15, 18 d. and 25. each; bur 
' thoſe of better Rank contibuted in a more 
generous Manner, as 6s. 8d. 3s. 4d. and 
the like. Beſides this they had Gifts and 
Legacies, and there was an Eſtate both in 
Lands and Houſes belonging to them, at 

that time of conſiderable Value. | 

From hence, were anſwered the Expences 
of the Brotherhood; ſome Articles of which, 


I will tranſcribe, to give the Reader a juſter 


Nction of it. In one Account we find, 


D pic paid 
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tc Paid to the Chaplain of Cor- 
% pus Chriſt: for his Wagesd 6 13 4 
« of this Year 
« For my Lord Cardinals Rent o 13 4 
This I take to be a Quit-Rent, due to the 
Lord Archbiſhop, who was then Cardinal 

Bouchier, as Lord of the Manor. 


To my faid Lord's Bedell for 
 Sute in Hallymote ; nos 

This ſeems to be the Court Yared, held 
for the Manor, 


To the Port Reve for Sute in 
Peortmote (of which before) 
To the Wardens for Rome-Scot, t 1 
(that is, Peter Pence) two Years 


They had yearly a moſt ſumptuous Feaſt, 
on Corpus Chriſti Day, to which great Num- | 
bers of Gueſts were invited ; no leſs than 
twelve Cooks being employed to make Pro- 
viſion for them. In the Account of Diſ- 
burſements the following Particulars appear, 
among a great Number of others (which, 
for the Sake of Brevity, are now omitted) 
for the * of Corpus Cbriſti; viz, 


4 | 


s. 

Paid for three Pigges —' /1 0 

= five Pigges 1 10 

—— three Capons £0 
0 


— — 


— Peck of White * — 


—k 


ve 


— of MA IDSTO NE. 


Ce 16 
fie Chickens , — 14321 007 -+ 5 
twelve Chickens der — 1 6 
twenty Chickens —— 1 8 
two Capons 1 0 
— Eighteen Rabbets— 2 3 
twelve Buſhels of Oats 3 © 
Paid for a Reward for the Veniſon 1 1 7 
twenty Buſhels of Malt I 
for a Lamb 3 
—— for a Quarter of Mutton 0 6 
for a Coſte of Veal —— 0 7 
—— for half a Lamb =; PR 
—— for a Leg of Veal 0 4x 


In another Account, there are theſe Ar- 
ticles of Expence, for the F eaſt of Corpus 
Chriſti. | RE 

This is the firſt, 4 VIZ. os ; 


| 6. d. 
Paid for a Seam of Wheat ——'5 8 
—— four Buſhels and a Peck 3 of 
twelve Buſhels of Malt ! 6 0 
two hundred of Eggs 11 af 
— Kilderkin of Bere — 1 8 


In this Account, under he Head of Re- 
parations, are the quite W | 
| 22 
Three Buſhels of Lime — — 6 
Paid to a- 4 nnne 2: 6 
— for his Man 4 Days? o 6 


Der 


0 
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—— for twenty Coppys ſquare 1 8 
for the 110 - - - Board, and}, 
8 his Man's 4 


It appears to be the Cuſtom of this Frater- 
nity, to celebrate ſolemn Dirges and Maſſes 
on the Death of the Brothers and Siſters be- 
longing to it. Thus we find in the fore- 
mentio! ed Account. ; Thy Wi — 

* 


Paid to Preſtes and Clerk for Pyrge 
and Maſſes for Brethren and Siſ- e 4 10 
ters of the ſaid Fraternete — 5 
ho the Sextayn for his Office 1 8 
— to 3 — 0 go. 


And i in another deco. vader the Title 
Dirge. AP. ..1 


14. 
To che Preftes NO VE W bi. 
To the Clerkes — 1 0 
To the Quereſters * — 8 4 
To the Bedeman 1 „ 5m « 


For 3 Pots of — 1 — rg . 


-- Je appears from the few Articles J have 
here tranſeribed, that the Value of Money 
is fallen about five Parts in ſix; or, that 
- what might be purchaſed for a Penny wwo 
hundred — Years ago, will nowieoſt 
Six- pence. , "RU A064 1 

11— | This 
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This Houſe of the Brothers of Corpus 
Chriſti, was after the Suppreſſion, ſold to 
the Corporation, who turned it into the 
much better Uſe of a Free Grammar- School. 
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IV. In the Supplement to the Monaſticon, v. I. 
it is ſaid that King Edward III. with his? *55- 


Brother the Earl of Cornwall founded at 
Maidſtone a Monaftery of Franciſcant, or 


Grey Friers, or Hues Minors. This (if the 


Ae may be depended on) might pro- 
bably be ſituate at the Corner of Ea - Lane, 
facing the High Town; where anciently 
was an old Houſe very much arched and 
vaulted with Stone; purchaſed a few Tears 
ago by the late Mr. Blunt, Apothecary in 
this Town. This Gentleman was uſed fre- 
quently to ſay, that this Houſe, is called in 
his Writings the Priory, or perhaps Friery. 
If this was not King Edward's Foundation, 
I A of no ann Account to be given 
of n.. 

When Hubert, Archbiſhop of Caticobary, 


cha the Year 1194. attempted to carry on 


the Deſign of his Predeceſſor Baldwin, viz. 


to build a Church, and eſtabliſh in it cer- 


tain Number of Geuker Clerks and. Prebends 


at Hactington, near Canterbury, &c. and 
was therein hindered by the Oppoſition of 


the Monks, we are told that he undertook 


to build another of the ſame kind at Maid - Parker's 


Hane, but the Monks oppoſed this likewiſe, 
and would not ſuffer him to proceed in it. 


CHAP, 


Antiq. 
Brit. in 
vita Hub. 
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HA. vn. 
of the Churches of Maidſtone. 1111 


H ER E were anciently two Churches, 
one dedicated to the Bleſſed Mary, the 
other to St. Faith; but whether they were 
both parochial may well be doubted. 
I. The firſt of theſe was certainly a Pariſh 
Church; and we do not find that Maidſtone 
had ever in it more than one Pariſh. Arch- 
biſhop Courtney obtained Leave of King 
Richard II. to convert the Pariſh Church 
of St. Mary at Maidſtone into a Collegiate 
Church; &c. i. e. to fit it up, for the Uſe 
of the Warden, Chaplains, &c. of his New 
College; which he ſoon after did, and de- 
dicated it to All- Saints. This Archbiſhop 
is generally ſuppoſed to be the Founder of 
the Church, or to have erected the whole 
entire Building. That he built the Choir 
or Chancel, is out of all doubt; but there 
ſeems no great probability that he was the 
Founder of the Nave or Body of the Church. 
This indeed, is ſaid by Camden and others; 
and the Epitaph on a Monument near Court- 
ney's large Tomb- ſtone, tells us, the Perſon 
lies buried next to the Founder of the Church. 
But when it is conſidered, that the Licence 
or Charter of the King, bears Date the /aft 
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Near of the Archbiſhop's Life, it is not likely 


he ſhould have Time for ſo great a Work. 


It is much more probable, that the Body of 
the Church, is part of the old Pariſh- Church 
of St. Mary, and that he only built the 
Choir or Great Chancel, fitting the whole 
up for the Uſe of his College, which he 
might well enough do in the Time he lived 
after that Grant. There are ſtill remaining 
in the Chancel, the Stalls for the Maſter and 
Fellows of the College; and Coiſkney s Arms 
appear in ſeveral Parts of ic; but nothing 

of that kind is to be ſeen in the Body of the 
Church. It was a common Cuſtom in thoſe 
Times to make Parochial Churches Collegi- 
ate. This was done at A/2ford, and Wye, 
and other Places in this County. Arch- 
biſhop Peckham, is called the Founder of the 
Church of Wingham, becauſe he converted 
or changed the Pariſh Church, before erect- 
ed, into a Collegiate Church, A. D. 1278. 

In the Church of Maidſtone, were found- 


ed two Chantries ; one, by Robert Viner, of 
Vintner's in the Pariſh of Boxley, near this 


| Town, about the 4oth Year of Edward III. 

A. D. 1366. which was many Years before 
the Church was made collegiate : He gave 
two Eſtates called Goulds and Shepway for 


the Support of it; from wher ce it had the 


Name. of Goulds«Chantry. Theſe Lands at 


the Suppretmion, being made a Lay-Fee, were 
given 
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2 cheſter, 'of | 
two Chant 
of wo Chaplains at Chrift-Church, ' Canter 


Bury, ac aliam Cantariam de uno Capellano 
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given to Sir Thomas Wiat; and are now Part 
of 'the Eſtate of the Lord Romney. AUO! 

Here was another Chantry, founded by 
7 bomas Arundel, Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
A. D. 1406. It appears that King Henry1V. 


by his Licence dated at Weſtminſter the 4th 
of Fuly in the 7th Year of his Reign, grant- 
ed to this Prelate to appropriate the Great 


Tyrhes of Northflete i in the Dioceſe of Ro- 
is own Advowſon, for founding | 
of three Chaplains, VIZ. one 


ad Altare ſancti Thome Martyris, in Ec- 


| clefia collegiata de Maydeſtoun divine fingulis 
diebus pro ale, ſlalu noſtro ac ipfius Archi- 


epiſcopi dum viximus, et pro animabus noftris 


cum abhac luce migraverimus, nec non pro 


enimabus parentum et amicorum ſuorum et 
omnium fidelium defunctorum Celebraturis, for 


a Prieſt to ſing at the Altar of Thomas Becket, 


erected in the Collegiate Church of Maid- 
one, every Day, for the Souls of him, his 
Father and Mother, and Friends, and the 


Souls of all faithful People ; andfor his do- 


ing ſo, to have a yearly Stipend of ten Marks 


paid to him by the Archbiſhop of Canter- 


bury. 

Upon the Diſſolution of the College, this 
Church was left to the Town, for their 
Pariſh-Church, as it had been before, The 
Wes : Grant 
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Grant of it, for that Purpoſe, ſeems im- 
mediately to follow the Suppreſſion: But 
_ (whether from a want of Form, or ſome 


other Defect, or from more abundant Cau- 


tion, in a Matter of ſuch Importance, I 
cannot tell, but) it is, however, certain that 
this Grant was confirmed by the firſt Charter 
of King James I. in this full and ample 
Manner—- © Whereas alſo a certain Church 
«'in the Town of Maidſtone, aforeſaid, for- 
* metly was a Collegiate Church, and for 
e many Years ſince paſt— the ſaid Church 
„ with® the Church-yard thereof, was Par- 
te cel of a Poſſeſſion of the diſſolved Houſe 
f College of Maidfone, aforeſaid (as we 
< are informed) We being moved with Piety, 
and being willing for the increaſe of Di- 
<« vine Worſhip, that for ever hereafter the 
* ſaid Church and Church-yard thereunto 
« belonging, ſhall be, and remain and be 
* applied for Worſhip and Divine Service 
in the ſaid Church from time to time, and 
« to bury the Dead in the ſaid Church-yard, 
We will, and by Virtue of our P 
te tive Royal, Grant that the ſaid Church at 
<« all times hereafter be and be called, the 
« Pariſh Church of Maidſtone in Kent, &c. 
* And to the Intent that the ſaid Church 
t for ever hereafter ſhall: be and remain a 
* Pariſh Church for Divine Service and 
5 other Matters belonging to Divine Seryice 


« always 


reroga- 
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always to be therein Celebrated, &c. and 
* to which ſaid Church the Mayor, Jurates, 
« and Commonalty of the King's Town and 
% Pariſh of Maidſſone, and all other Inha- 
« birants reſiding within the ſaid Town and 
e Pariſh from time to time ſhall and may 
come and meet together Of our eſpecial 
Grace, &c. We give, and by theſe Pre- 
* ſents' Grant and Confirm to the aforeſaid 
% now Mayor, &c. and all other Inhabi- 
* tants of Maidſtone, &c. the aforeſaid 
Church of Mazdfione and the Church- 
«yard of the ſaid Church, &c. o Have 
% and to Hold the aforeſaid Church and 
e Church- yard, Cc. for ever, to perform 
« and celebrate Divine Service and all other 
« things there, which belong to Divine 
„ Worſhip, as it is now uſed, &c.” 
In the latter End of the Reign of Edt. VI. 
an Order was given to take. an Account of 
the Goods and Ornaments formerly belong- 
ing to this Collegiate Church; the Inven- 
tory of which, is ſtill among the ancient 
Papers preſerved in the Town-Hall of Maid- 
one; and bears this Title; An Inven- 
« torie brought in the 14th Day of Novem- 
« ber, Anno RR. E. VIU. VIV. before the 
< King's Majeſties Commiſſioners, accord- 
<« ing to theire Commandement to us dy- 
« reed off all Goods, Plate, Jewels, Bells 


* and Ornaments remaining or did remayne 
« in 
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te in the Pariſhe Church of Maidſtone ſith 
« the firſt Year of the Reigne of the Kings 
10 trig, that now is, King Edwarde the 
«c- ixte I» 


By us Richard: Auger, Curate ; 

Nicholas Aſten, ! 

Kicbarde Vel on, (Chu rch-wardens. 
John Goſeling, * ED 
The Inventorie of the Church Goods of 

Maydſtone, taken by the Inhabytants of the 
ſame the ſeconde Day of Septembre, Ae. RR. 
Edwardi Sexti ſecundo. 


Then follows an Account of great Num- 
bers of fine, embroidered, Velvet, and Silk 
Copes, of various Colours, and other rich 
Veſtments, and Ornaments for the Prieſts, 
Chaplains, and Altars; and then this Article 
concludes thus : 

« [tm in Latten * 9 d. Hos tin- 
* and other lycke Stuff of Latten] 
« which cometh to the Wayte ot n 
« ccc fave x16. 

To this, is next added, another Sam 
with this Title; Remayning i in the Hands 
« ond Cuſtodye of William Coller theſe things 
« next enſuing.” 

Many of theſe Particulars are of the fame 
kind with the former—and the whole ends 


W 


E a Itm 
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« [tm in the Steeple five Bells, and one 


- * Iyttyl Bell called the Morrow-mas Bell.” 


After this is another Account, bearing 


this Title : 


* Certayne of the Chu rche Plate of Mayd- 
« ſton, received of Willym Collet, Sex- 
* tayne; By the Church-wardens and 
e the Inhabitants of the ſame, the xviith 


" Daye of Septembre, A. 1548.“ 
3 


i, the great Pycks of Silvar 


<« and gylt, weyeng — 


Note, in * 
the Spel- F 


ling the tm. ii Baſones of Sylver and gylt, 2 


Original c weying together — 


7 32 Jem, twoo Senſers of Sylver and 


„ gylt, weyeng 
— * in. oneCrolſe of Sylver and gylt, 
ted; the Wereng $I 


whole In- Itm. the leſſer Pycks gylt weying 


wentory tm. one Payre of Sylvar Candle- I 


being re. *© ſtycks, weye 
ferved for c tm. one Shype of [Of tear, with 
the Ap- a lyttel Spone, weyeng — 
& tm. two lyttel Paxes of Sylvar, 
„ weyen 
Im. one lyttyl Bell of Sylvar, 
<< weyeng 


« ahd one Senſer Ryng of 


w— 


„Am. two lyttyl Payr of Cruatts 6 | 
0 


C Sylvar 
66 „ one Chalyce gylt, weying 
„% [tm., one other Challeſſe gylt, 7 

66 weyeng — 


<c Atm. one chalyſe Pcell, gylt — 


* 1tm, one other — gylt — 


=. ki. — 


1 


onces 
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nc. 


« [tm. one Pomſed 3 1 
«© gylt, weyeng : 

« [im. iii Pypes and 11 Knobs of | 
« Sylvar | 1 bt 


„ All this aboveſaid was dely WARS by 
« heſayd Wyllm Collet unto the e 
<« wardens and other of the ſayd Enhaby- 
e tants in the Preſence of Wyllm Crew 
“ Conſtable, Nicholas Mello, Thomas Ed- 
« monds, Alyxander Fyſher, James Barrett, 


«Fi Smyth, Thomas Baker, John Lylh, | 


liam Kemp, and Rygrock, the Wryter 
thereof. 


9 of the ſayd Churche Plate hav- 
ing the Founders Arms which remayneth 
t in the Hands and Cuſtodye of the ſame 


40 Wyllm Collet. 
ÞB. onces. © 


“ Fyrſt one Croſſe, with a Fote, vil In 
„ beyeng gylted, weying — ot 
% Aim. two great Candelſtycks of 7); 0 
„ Sylvar, gylt, weyenge — 6 


6 a the Payre of & reat — $7 IT. 


of Sylvar and Gyle, weyeng 
6c In. one great Paxe, gylt - 3 
% Im. ii Cruatts of Sylyar _— 1 


ba Gylt, weyeng — 
« And alſo remaineth in the Hands and 
« Cuſtodye of the ſayd Mylliam Collet of 
tothe ſayd Churche Plate che W of 


8 5 and ii Challyſe. 
E 2 « Of 


We 
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Of all whiche Goodes, Plate, Jewels, 


Bells and Ornaments aforeſayde, Certayne 
of them were ſold to the Uſe and Pur- 


chaſeing of the Corporation of the Towne 
and Pariſhe of All Saints of Maidſtone 


aforefaid, the Brethered Haule, the Fra- 


ternitie and Landes of Corpus Chrifi, and 
of Sainct Paith's Churche and Churche- 
yarde, with all and ſingular their Appur- 
tenances, to the Value and Sum of — e016. 


-< The more Parte of the Reſidue of- the 


cc 


* ſaide Goods, Plate, Jewels, Bells and 


* Ornaments, were delyvered -intq the 


Hands and Cuſtodie of Villm Collet, as 


<< by the Inyentorie aforeſaide thereof made 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc - 


more playnlye, doth appear; and = 


«© ſayde'HFy/lm Collet delyvered | Part of 


the ſaide Goodes, Plate, Jewells and 


Ornaments unto Fames Barret, Wyllm 


Tilden, Thomas Goare; and to other, as 


e he ſaithe, he will more playnlye declare 


ce 


15 


« for his Diſchardge before Kay the Kinges 


A. 


Majeſties Commiſſioners. 

« Alſo there remaineth in the Cuſtodie 
of Thomas Haggard and Fames Catlett 
for a certayne hy Aud of Lynen called a 
Vayle, and other things, xx. x d. 


„ Alfo there was ſtolen out of the ſaide 


10 


5 of Muidſſons by Night in the 


ä Year of the * — Reigne 
| that 
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chat now is; off the Goodes, Plate, Jewells 
0 and Ornaments aforeſaide, one Cope and 
other thinges, which the aforeſaid Wyllm 
60 ale can mers pleynlye ange LI | | 


The forcgeing Account ſeems to be 3 NY 

in purſuance bf an Order made in this Reign + 
of King Edward vi for Viſitors to exa- Burnet's 
mine what Church Plate, Jewells, a and Fil: Re- 
other Furniture was in all Cathedrals: and J ir. 
Churches, and to compare their Account 204: 
with the Iavontories made in former Viſi- Ch lid. 
tations, and to ſee what was embezeled, and Book VII. 
how it was done, The Churches were to? 47. 
be furniſhed with what was neceſſary, for 
the decent Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ments and divine Service; and the Viſitors 
were to ſell Copes and Altar-Cloaths for the 
Kiog's Uſe, and detivet the Plate and Jewells 
to a Treafurer appointed for that Pur poſe. 
Upon peruſing the foregoing Account, there- 
fore, of the Cn Plate and Orhaments of 
Maidſtone, (which amount to fo great a Sum) - 
I could not eaſily conoeive how fo eds 
Part of them came to be left to the Pariſh; 
and not to be ſeized on for the King's Uſe, 
But I find the ſame Favour was indulged 
to the Inhabitarits of Waltham- Abbey; of 
which Fuller gives the following Account. 
—— No, ſays he, was the Brotherhood 
6 of the Church diflolved, — and the rich 

E 3 « Plate 
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| e Plate belonging to them [271 eee 
Hiſtory of © was fold [for 67 J6. 145] for the Good o 
* * the Pariſh. It may ſeem ſtrange the 
the End of © King's Commiſſioners deputed for that 
fy Purpoſe fiezed not on it; from whoſe 
Britain, ©*© Hands Waltham found ſome Favour, (be- 
#- 16. © friended by the Lorg Rich, their Country- 
man) the rather, Becauſe of their In- 
; <« tention to build their decayed Steeple.” 
Maiaſtone ſeems to have had ſome ſuch 
powerful Advocate alſo ; perhaps Sir Thomas 
Wiat, or ſome other eminent Courtier, who 
favoured this Town as well' as the King's 
Proceedings; and it might be done in Con- 
ſideration of their Intention to found the 
Grammar - School; which was the Uſe the 
Money ariſing by the Sale of theſe Goods, 
was applied to. It is certain, the Protector 
highly encouraged this Deſign; as will ap- 
pear afterwards. 88 = 000 
The Church of All- Saints in Maidſtone, 
is a very fair, large Building; and is per- 
Note, it haps the largeſt Pariſh Church in the whole 
faredwith. County. Upon an Admeaſurement, the 
in th Nave appears to be, in Length 163 Feet 
"Church. and 2, Breadth 91 Feet—the Length of the 
Choir or Great Chancel 63 Feet and 2, 
Rreadth 30 Feer—and the Iſles on each Side 
the Great Chancel 17 Feet each in Breadth. 
Tbe Structure for Beauty and Regularity, 
and Workmanſhip, much exceeds its neigh- 
bouring Cathedral. It has a high, _ 
| ome 


( 
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ſome and well- built Tower; on which was 
a Spire or Shaft covered with Lead, reputed 
near 80 Foot high; which was burnt by 
Lightning, Nov. 2d, 1730. and has not yet 
been rebuilt. The Roof of the Church is 
very lofty, and all over covered with Lead; 
in the Tower are Eight muſical Bells, a 
Clock and Chimes. In the Vear 1700. the 
Body of the Church was neatly and regu- 
larly. Pewed : On each Side of it, is a beauti- 
ful and commodious Gallery ; one of which 
was built at the ſole Expence of Sir Robert 
Marſbam, Baronet, [afterwards Lord Rom- 
ney ; but then] one of the Burgeſſes for 
this Town; and the whole is handſomely 
adorned with Velvet Cuſhions, Branches, 
Tables of Benefactors to the Church, Poor, 
and Charity-Schools, Sr. So that it may, 
in all reſpects be eſteemed amongſt the very 
beſt and moſt noble and beautiful Parifh 
Churches, perhaps, in the Kingdom *. 
The Re&ory or Parſonage of this Church, 
and its two Chapels, Looſe and Debthng, 


appear to have been of very conſiderable 


* The conſtant Duty here performed is great, viz. 
Prayers, and Sermon twice every Lerd Way. Every Day in 
the Week Morning Prayer ; and on Saturdays, Holidays, 
and their Eves both Morning and Evening Prayer the ſame 
all the Lent Seaſon, together with catechiſing the Youth, 
and expounding the Catechiſm to them and the Congregation 
Webuſtays — Fridays : Celebration of the Lord's- Supper 


every firſt Sunday in the Month, or ſeveral Sundays 


ſucceſſively at the Time of each of the Great Feſtivals : Ser- 
mons on the State-Feſtivals, and on Good-Friday. 


„ 
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Value, and not to have been appro riated 


for ſore Time in Richard the IId's Reign; 


there being preſerved an Account of the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Benefices in the Dioceſe of Can- 
terbury, which were then not appropriated 
to the Prelates, or Religious, or to others, — 
together with the Tax and Moiety of the 
Tenth of each of them, in which this Recto- 


ry is thus entered: 


Eccleſia de Maideftone evi .. vid. 


On this Account, I ſuppoſe, was this Rec- 
tory held by Perſons of extraordinary Rank 
and Diſtinction, if we may guels at the reſt 
by theſe two whoſe N ames have been pre- 
ſerved. | | 
The fuſt is Sir Jobu Manſell who was 
in great Eſteem with King Henry III. and 
loaded with Dignities and Preferments Ec- 
cleſiaſtical and Temporal. According to 
Mat. Paris and Mr. Newcourt, he was the 
King's Special Councellor, and by him pre- 
ferred to the following Dignities and Offi- 
ces, viz. 1242. two Prebends in the Church 
of St. Pauls: 1243. the Chancellorſhip of 
St. Paul's, and a Prebend in the Church of 
Wells : 1244. a Prebend in the Church of 


Chicheſter : 1247. the Deanery of the Ca- 


thedral Church of Vinburne in Dorſetſhire : 
1248. he was made Proueſt of Beverly : 


in 1256. the Kigg W him the Treaſure- 


— 
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Hip of the Church of Jork; and 1258. pre- 
ſented him to the Church of Sawhridgworth 
in the Dioceſe of London; and 1262. to that 
of Hoffon in the Dioceſe of Durham, and 
committed to him the Cuſtody of the Tower 


H London. Weaver adds, that he was Par- — 


ſon of MAIDSTONE in Kent, and o 
Wigan in Lancaſhire; to whom King Hen- 
ry the IIId. did grant that his Town of 
Wigan ſhould be a Borough. He was Chief 
Juſtice of England,. the King's Ambaſ- 
ſador into Spain; a great Soldier, who with 
his own; Hands, in a Battle between the 
Engliſh and French, near to Taillaurge in 
France, took Priſoner ane Peter Orige, a 
Gentleman of eminent Place and Quality; 
He was croſſed to go to Feruſalem: He 
feaſted at bis Houſe in Tole-bill Field, at 
one time, two Kings and two Queens with 
their Nependances ; 700 Meſſes of Meat 
ſcarce ſerving for the firſt Dinner . About 


Of this, a more particular Account is given by John 
Scoop. 283. Alexander King of Scots, with Margaret his 
Wife, came into England about the beginning of Auguſt, 
1256. who' found the King of Exg/and [and his Queen] at 
his Manor of Woodſtock. — On the Feaſt of the Decollation 
of St. Jobn, the two Kings and Queens came to Landon, 
where they were honourably received and conveyed to Weſt- 
minſter. Fobn Manfill, the King's Chaplen, beſought the 
two. Kings, and other States to dine with him; whereto 
they granted : where they were entertained with marvellous 
Chear: There were 700 Diſhes ſerved up; but the multitude 
of Gueſts was ſuch, that unneathe the ſame ſufficed, nor the 
Houſe could receive them ; ſo that Tents were ſet up abroad. 
The like Dinner had not been made by any Chaplen _ 

| tne 
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the 31ſt of King Henry III, at the Inſtance 


of the ſaid King, he was firſt made Keeper 


of the Great Seal, as Vice-Chancellor ; for 


ſaith Mat. Paris, Cuſtodium Sigilli regii 


accepit Cancellarii vices acturus & officium ; 


Supplemt. 
to Antiq. 
Cant. 
1 


and afterwards Lord Keeper in plenarie 


Office and Authority: Vet for all this glo- 


rious Pomp and great Promotions, I find 
his End to be poor, wretched and miſerable, 
beyond Seas; but I find no Place of his 
Death nor Burial ; only it appears he died 
ſome time before Feb. 7. 1264. *. 

2. The other Rector of this Church of 
Maydefton, whom I find mentioned, is Sir 
Guido de Mone. By his Name, he ſhould 
have been a Foreigner; but I know no 
more of him, than that he was conſider- 
able enough to be thought by Archbiſhop 
Courtney a proper Perſon to be one of the 
Executors of his laſt Will and Teſtament.--- 
He is there called Dominum Guidonem de 
Mone, Reforem Ecclefz de Maydeſtone. It 
ſeems as if, in this Rector's Time, the Rec- 
tory was appropriated to the Archbiſhop's 


* This Man's being ſo many waies double - beneſiced, oc- 
eaſioned the Reflection of the Hiſtorian, that, Admirabantur — 
cum flupore, qui ea ques Dei ſunt Sapiunt vebementer, homi nem 
tam circumſpectum tot animarum curam ſuſcepiſſe non formidare, 
cum de omnibus coram ſummo judice, ut reddat rationem fibi je 
confliterit obligatum, ſed, ut werifcetur, quod ſcribitur. Multi 
multa ſciunt ſeipſos penitus neſcientes. | 
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College; ſo that, very probably, he was the 


Ia Rector of this Pariſh. 


This Appropriation proved afterwards of 


ill Conſequence to this Town: For 
though ſo long as the College ſubſiſted, the 
Warden and Fellows or Chaplains duly per- 


formed divine Offices in the Collegiate or 


Pariſh Church, and ſerved the Cures of the 
Town and the two Chapelries annexed, 


when the College came to be diffolved, the 
great and ſmall Tythes of the Pariſh, appro- - 
priated to it, were all granted away, and 


only a ſmall Stipend left to the officiatin 


Miniſter, by the Name of Curate of che 


Church, with the Oblations, Obventions; &c. 
of the Town and Pariſh. This Grant was 


made to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury in 


Exchange for Lordſhips and Manors of 
greater Value belonging to that See : So that 


theſe Tythes are now a Part of the Revenue 


of the Archbi/hoprick, and are leaſed out, 
with the Tythes of the two Chapels of 
Looſe tnd Detling to the Heirs of Thomas 
Bliſi, Eſq; However, the Archbiſhops have, 


from time to time, conſidered the Meanneſs 


and Scantineſs of the Proviſion made for a 
qualified Perſon to miniſter to the People of 
this large and populous Town in things per- 


59 


taining to God, Archbiſhop Whitgift aug- Antiq. of 
mented the poor Stipend 10/, a Year, ſo 5 
that in 1640, the Curate is ſaid to have 20 /. cop. 8. 


a Year, & 81. 


60 
Bp. Ken- 


net's Caſe 


of Impro- 


for mncreaſe of Maintenance to ſuch Vicars 


priations, 
5. 256, 
306. 
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a Year. Archbiſhop Fuxon, in Obedience 
to the Directions of King Charles II. 1660. 


and Gurates, whoſe ancient Maintenance was 
not ſaſtcient for them, made an Addition of 
371. 6s. 8d. Archbiſhop Sancroft yet fur- 
ther augmented the Curates Maintenance by 
a Leaſe dated 10th Fuly, 1677. whereby 
he granted to Humphry Lynde, Curate and 
Preacher of Maidſtone, all the ſmall Tythes 


of the Boroughs or Towns of Week and 


Stone; within the ſaid: Pariſh, all the Com- 
modities of the Church- yard of Maidſtone, 
and one Moiety of all the ſmall Tythes 


within the Town or Borough of Maidftone. 
The Curate is ſaid to be intitled likewiſe to 


(1707.) 


the ſmall Tythes of a Vill or Hamlet called 
* Ladington in the Borough of Stone, and 
is generally appointed by the Juſtices to be 
Ordinary of the County Jayl here with a 
ſmall Salary. And yet all theſe together 
do not make the Maintenance of the Curate 


There is a Tradition, that, in tis Place, (which is di- 
Rant from Maidſione three or four Miles, and ſeparated by one 
or two other Pariſhes) there was formerly a Church or Chapel, 
ſtanding in a little Spot of Ground now called Glaveꝰs Gar- 
den, where many Perſons have of late Vears ſeen ſome Stones 
of the Walls or Foundation. But I meet with no authentick 
Evidence of this, in all my Searches into the ancient State 


- _» of this Town. It has been intimated, that notwithſtanding 


a Decree in the Exchequer, in Favour of a former Curate, the 
ſacceeding ones have not enjoyed the Tythes of Lodingtor. 
But I know not how true it is, Rays 


here 


= 
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here in any meaſure proportionable to the 

| Greatneſs of the Cure and Labour. As, 
I ſuppoſe, the Advowſon of this Church, 
when it was a Rectory, or before it was _ 
propriated to the College, was the Arc 
biſhop. of Canterbury's, and that he was the 
true and undoubted Patron of it, ſo he no- 
minates and licences Curates to this Church, 
and the two Chapels formerly annexed to it. 


Curates and Preachers of Maidſtone. 


& 14 Sir Jobn Porter. His Name appears 
in the old Pariſh Regiſter towards the latter 
end of the Reign of King Henry VIII. or 
ſoon after the Diſſolution of the College, of 
which he was a Member, and had a Penfion 
allowed him of 5 /. a Lear. But whether 
he was properly Curate of this Church, is 
ſomewhat doubtful. He wrote himſelf 
Pariſh-Prieft, which was then an Officer 
under the Incumbent, or an Aſſiſtant Curate. 3 Su- 
By the Church-wardens of Crundale's Ac- lingflcets 
count, Anno 3* Philippi & Marie, he ap- x | 
pears to have been then Parſon of Crundale. p. 131. 
In the Liſt of Popiſh Recufants whom the _.. 


* 


1 ” ys lis ** 

Upon the Trial in the Exchequer, concerning the Curates 
Right to the Vicarage Tythes of Lodington, in_1707. it with 
ſuggeſted that the Curacy was worth 3007. a Year ; but it 
was then anſwered, that the legal Dues are not above 160 J. 


4 | Eccleſi- 
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2 ; Eccleſiaſtical: Commiſſioners in Queen Eli- 
che Refor. $abeth's Reign, thought fir to confine with- 
mat. Vol. I. in certain Bounds, he is called Parſon of 
P24: Crundale, and ſaid to be © an wunlearned 
« Prieft, and ordered to remain in Maid- 
« ſtone in the County of Kent, or any other 
4 Place within the ſaid County, the City of 
Canterbury excepted, ſo that he always 
give Intimation to the Sheriff of Kent of 
<« the Place of his preſent Abode.” 
2, Richard Auger. He was Curate of 
this Pariſh in the Reign of King Edward VI. 
and under that Character, ſigned the Inven- 
tory of the Church-Goods of Maidſtone; 
as may be ſeen before. 
3. Sir Thomas Hytton. He is called a 
Preacher at Maidſtone in Kent; but whether 
he had any relation to this Church, I know 
not. He is mentioned by Sir Thomas More, 
who tells us, that, © falling to Luther's Sect, 
9 * and after that to the Sect of Frere Huskin* 
the Tan, and Euinglius, he caſt off Matins and 
_ FA the< Maſle, and all Divine Service, and ſo be- 
Hoy Scrid- came an Apoſtle, ſent to and fro, between 
Engliſh, our Engliſb Hereticks beyond the Sea, and 
ans fter- ſuch as were here at Home.“ And yet he 
Martyr. ſays, that when Hytton was taken at Grave/- 
end, after he had been viſiting his holy Con- 
gregations, 1531. he confeſſed that he had, 
by the Space of nine Years, been beyond the 


Seas, and there lived by the Jainer's _ 


| 
. N 
ö 
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If this be true, Hytton muſt have caſt off Mat- 
tins and Maſſe, before 1522. not ſeven Years 
after Luther's appearing againſt the Pope's 
Bulls, and before Tyndale (who is here called 
Huskin) publickly declared his Opinion, Ac- 
cording to this Account Hytton might poſ- 
fibly have been one of the Fellows or Chap- 
lains of the College of Maidſtone, but never 
Curate of the Church. 
4. Jobn Hoker. We are in the ſame Un- 
certainty concerning him as the former. 
Biſhop Burnet calls him the Minſter of Hit. of 
Maid}tone ; and has put in his Collection Part tue Refor- 
of a Latin Letter of his to Bullinger at Vl. 111. 
Zurick, giving him an Account of the Rod 
of the Abby of Boxley hard by“, and the , Rug 
Detection of the Impoſture by one Mr. Pa- hed ff 
tridge. Now this was in 1538. much about 27 Ad. 
the Time when the College was diſſolved, fone, thee 
or not long after. He might perhaps be j,1ondon; 
one of the Fellows of the College, and at «porwhich 
its Diſſolution, be appointed, by Archbiſhop 2 
Cranmer, Curate of this Church. But it — 4 
muſt be owned, his Name does not appear gane « 
in the Liſt of the Members of the College 
at the Diſſolution, tranſmitted to me; but 
I know not how perfect it is. 1 
5. John Day. He is ſaid to have been 
Curate of Mazid/tone the firſt Year of Queen 
Mary's Reign, when perhaps Hoker was 
forced to flee, The next Year, 1554. he 
| Bs preached 
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preached at the burning of ſeven Men and 
Women in this Town, for the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion: when he exhorted the People not to 


pray for them; and aſſured them, that as 
they ſhould ſee their Bodies burn with ma- 
terial Fire, ſo their Souls ſhould burn with 


the unquenchable Fire of Hell. However, 


Strype's 
Archbiſh. 


Parker, 


it ſeems, he was continued in this Curacy 
after Queen Mary's Death, ſince in 1566. 
Complaint was made of him by the Patiſh 


1 * and Country to Archbiſhop Parker, wo 


repreſented him as a Man of a moſt ſcan- 
dalous Life, a great frequenter of Alehouſes, 
going thither ordinarily from the Church, 
and a common Player at Cards and Dice, 


and who had been very zealouſly diſaffected 


towards the Reformation. Of rhis Man, 
and the Proceedings againſt him, one Mr. 

Hall of Maidſtone, gave an Account to 
Mr. Fox the Martyrologiſt ; but what the 
Iflue of this Complaint was, I cannot find. 
About this Time was Curate here | 

6. Robert Carr, who continued ſo to the 
End of Queen Elizabeth's Reign. In his 
Time was, it ſeems, the Pariſh Regiſter 


| tranſcribed on Vellum, according to the 


Queen's Injunctions; by which means he 
has been thought to have been Curate of 


this Church the very firſt Year of the Queen's 


Reign, or 1559. 


1 


| 


Vo 
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7. Robert Barrel, A. M. He might ſuc- 
ceed Carr in 1602, though he was living 
after 1643. only I am in doubt whether 


Archbiſhop Abbot was not his Patron, who 77 4;; l. 
came not to the See of Canterbury till 16117, % 
For in the Year 1623. Mr. Barrel printed a'p.,;, 
Sermon preached by him at St. Paul's Croſs, came in 
with this Title; The Spiritual Arcbitecture : , C 
Or, The Ballance of God's Sanctuary to dif- and Mr. 
cover the Weight and Solidity of a true and Barrel. 


ſincere, from the Levity and Vanity of a falſe 
and counterfeit - Profeſſion of Chriſtianity: 
Wherein alſo the ſandy Foundations of the 
Papiſtical Faith are diſcovered. In the 
Title-Page, he ftiles himſelf Miniſter of 
God's Word at Maidſione in Kent; and the 
Sermon it ſelf is dedicated to Archbiſhop 
Abbot ; Out of the Conſcience (as he 
« expreſſes himſelf) of that great Obliga- 
« tion wherein he ſtands bound unto his 
* Grace for his manifold undeſerved Fa- 
ce vours—upon whom he had ſuch an eſpe- 
« cial Dependance in the Place where he 
te lived, and to whom he moſt deſervedly 
* owed himſelf and the beſt of his poor 
« Service.” It ſeems rather a Treatiſe, thaw |, 
a Sermon; containing no fewer than 68 
Pages, cloſe printed in 4. and ſhews the 
' Author to have been not only a Man of very 
| good Learning and much Reading, bur alſo 
* 98 AO! 1-0 a zealous 
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a zealous Enemy to Popiſh Cruelty and Su- 

erſtition. . | 
Walkers In 1643. he was ſent for by the Houſe of 
— Commons as a Delinquent for ſome Expreſ- 
Clergy, fions he had uſed in a Sermon preached by 
9. 202: him at Maid/lone about April this Year, and 
was by them filenced, and had his Curacy 
ſequeſtered. How long he lived afterwards 
does not appear to me, but it is probable he 

was now. above 70. | 
Ibid. 8. Samuel Smith was foiſted into Mr. Bar- 
res Place by the Committee of Plundered 
Miniſters. But he being perſuaded by many 
of the People of the Town to give way to 
* one they liked better, (one Thomas Wilſon, 
Life of Rector of Otham, a little way diſtant) he 

Mi: Tho. exchanged this Curacy for the Rectory of 
p 23. Harrietham in this County, voided by the 
ſame Committee, reputed to be of much 
more Value, but certainly of much lefs 
Labour, than this Curacy. TRE! We 
9. Thomas Wilſon, A.M. Whilſt he was 
State Tri- Rector of Otbam he was, it ſeems, preſent- 
_ — Fog led or proſecuted. for the Dilapidations of 
tens his Parſonage- Houſe, and, for his Contu- 


of Arch. macy, was ſuſpended by the High Com- 


bimop miſſion, and his Parſonage ſequeſtered. He 
Laud, was likewiſe called to Account at the Arch- 
"33+ hbiſhop's Viſitation, held at Fever ſham, by 
his Grace's Commiſſary, Sir Nathaniel Brent, 

and put to much Trouble for not rn 

Abs the 


. 
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the Prayer appointed on occaſion of the 
King's Northern Expedition, or the Prayer 
againſt the Scots, and the Declaration then 
called the Book of Sports. This made him See be 
very popular at that Time. By the Ordi- dien 
nance of the Lords and Commons for call- Edward 
ing the Aſſembly of Divines, 1643. he was gern 
appointed one of them, by the Name o * 4 
Thomas Wilſon of Otham. He was likewiſe 

made Choice of to be one of the EvidericesPrynne's 


againſt Archbiſhop Laud at his Trial, — 
being well known to be a great Zealot for p. 141. 
the Cauſe, very much that Primate's Ene- H 01/4, 
my, and highly incenſed againſt him. He“ le 
has a Sermon in print, intitled David's 
6 Zeal for Zion; preached before ſundry of the Arch- 
« the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 8 
« St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, April 4. 1641.” ing the 
He is repreſented by the Writer of his Life, $2%% of 
as a very pious, zealous and uſeful Man in = heme 


the Way he took: He died about 165 1, or Tow _ 


In his Sickneſs he recommended % as 
10. Jobn Crump, as a fit Perſon to ſuc-5,:bHigh 
Ommit- 


ceed him; and the Pariſhioners procured his 
Settlement among them. He is repreſented/- Dila- 
as a very good and uſeful Man, and of ſog ne 
reat Moderation, that, after his Ejectment ton. 

in 1662. for Nonconformity, the Miniſter 

of Boxley admitted him into his Pulpit, and 

he preached often for him, for the Space of 

mW WER LTC F 2 ee DIL YAY two. 


* þ 


was fi ſo 
ded | 


ral Monu- 7 
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two Years, He died, and was buried at 
Maidftone. The next was 
11. Jobn Davis, who was alſo Rector of 
Otbam in this County. He came here upon 
Mr. Crump's Ejectment, and died 1 in 1677. 
and was ſucceeded by 
12. Humpbry Lynde, who was Vicar like- 
wiſe of Boxley, the nexr Pariſh, Then fol- 
lowed 
13. Eduard Roman, who dying bere in 
1692. the next Curate was 
14. Gilbert Innes. He had been Vicar of 
Chiſlet near Canterbury in this County, al 
in 1685. ſucceeded Dr. Nicholas Chewney 
the Vicarage of St. John Baptiſt in the 1/le of 
Thanet, which he was encouraged. to accept, 
by the voluntary Offer of the Inhabirants to 
augment that poor Vicarage by a Contribu- 
tion of 40/. per annum. to be paid to him 
during his Continuance with them. He 
was nominated to this Curacy July 15, 1692. 
by that excellent Primate Archbiſhop Tillot- 
Jen, and was very regular, diligent: and-la- 
borious in the Service of it. He made ſome 
conſiderable Addition to the Income, by re- 
covering the Curate's Right to the ſmall 
Tythes of the Vill or Hamblet of, dding- 
ton, in the Borough of Stone, which al 
his Time had been detained by * Leſſee of 
the Appropriation, By the Happineſs of a 
healthy and ſtrong Conſtitution, he, without 


any 
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any Aſſiſtant,” diſcharged all. the Duties of VideFone” 
this great and populous Pariſh for nineteen or 
| Years, when he ſunk under the Care and 5. 68. 


Burden of it, and died May 5, 17k He 
was immediately ſucceeded by.  - 

15. Joſiab Woodward, D. D. who was 
removed hither, by Archbiſhop. Teniſon, 
from the Chapelry of Poplar in the Paxith 
of Stepney, near London; and his Grace to 
encourage him in the Service of this large 
and populous Cure, in the Decline of Life, 
and enable him to keep an Aſſiſtant, collated 
him likewiſe to the Rectory and Vicarage of 
New Church in Romney-Marſb, ſoon after 
vacant by the Death of Mr. Jobn Pom frett, 


A. M. He was exemplarily pious, and ſet Pune. 


| himſelf with uncommon Zeal and earneſt- — 
cents, 


neſs, to promote the great Deſign of Chri-. 50. 


ſtianity, or the Intereſt of true Religion and 
Virtue, both in his publick Preaching, and 

rivate Converſation. He highly favoured 
the Religious Societies, and encouraged the 
ſetting up of Charity-Schools for the good 
Education of poor Children, as the beſt 
Means of making the next Generation bet- 
ter than the preſent. He was eminently 
zealous for the Proteſtant Religion, and the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, at a Time when they 
were thought by many ſer ious Perſons to be 
in no ſmall Danger. He was ſtrictly regu- 
lar, and conformable to the Rules of the 
Pq: - Church 


| 
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Church in all his Publick Adminiſtrations, 
though, in private Life, friendlyand obliging 
to thoſe that differed from it. By this, he 
gained on the Affections of Numbers of Diſ- 
ſenters, who would frequently attend the 
Evening Lecture or Sermon, once a Month, 
the Friday before the Sacrament ; which he 
himſelf generally preached. On this Lec- 
ture (firſt ſer up by a Religious Society in 
this Town) great Numbers of other well- 
diſpoſed People uſed. diligently to attend, 
when Collections were made for the Charity- 


Schools; and the Inhabitants in general 


reaped ſuch good Spiritual Advantage from 
it, that I cannot mention it, without adding 


my Wiſhes that it might be reſtored. The 


Dr. died ſoon after his Settlement in this 


Town, Auguſt 6, 1712. He was the Au- 


thor of a great Number of uſeful Tracts, 
Diſcourſes and Sermons ; the chief of which, 
is, © The Divine Original and incompa- 
e rable Excellency of the Chriſtian Reli- 
* gion, &c. in Eight Sermons at Mr. Boyle's 
« Lecture in 1742” ; and the /aff he ever 
publiſhed, I think, was, The Divine Ori- 
« ginal of Civil Government; A Sermon 
« Preached at the Pariſh Church of Maid- 
« fone in Kent, at the Election of the Mayor 
« for that Corporation, Novem. 2, 1711. 
<« Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Mayor, 
©Jurates, and many Gentlemen, and other 
0 Inhabi- 
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« Inhabitants of Maidſtone. He was ſuc- 


ceeded here, and in the Living of New- 


_ Church, by his Aſſiſtant- Curare, 

16. Samuel Weller, LL. B. Fellow of St. 
John's College in Oxford, who is the preſent 
Curate ; and now Rector alſo of Sundridge 
in this County. $a 

There was anciently in this Church, ſeve- 
ral Altar- Monuments and Tomb-Stones, with 


71 


1740. 


Funeral Inſcriptions on Braſs Plates, which 7 is % 
laſt are almoſt all taken away; but ſeveral 2 tbe 
onuments 


of the Inſcriptions have been preſerved, by wwe d. 
Mr. John Weever, who copied them ſome/z« in 


rime before 1631. and then printed them 


the time 


of the Re- 


in a Book, which he intitled Ancient Fune- bellior. 
ral Monuments, particularly one for Arch- 285-6. 


biſhop Courtney, Son of Hugh Courtney, 
Earl of Devonſhire, by Margaret his Wife, 


Daughter of Humphry de Bohun, Earl of 


Eſſex. | | | 

Weever ſays, that the Archbiſhop here 
lyes buried, according to his Will, under a 
plain Grave-Stone (a lowly Tomb for ſuch 
an high- born Prelate) upon which his Por- 


traiture was delineated, and his Epitaph 


inlaid with Braſs about the Verge — So ſays 
Mr. Camden and others ; and his Epitaph 
tells us, that he bequeathed himſelf to be 
intombed in this preſent Place, [the Middle 
of the Great Chancel at Maidſtone ; where 
the Stone is ſtill remaining, raiſed a little 

1 F 4 above 


78 The HISTORY and 
above the Pavement, with the rough Marks 
of the Portraiture 1n it ; but the Braſs and 
Epitaph are gone. ] 

But this was not the Place of his Burial, 
nor indeed the Place where he ordered 
Antiqui- himſelf to be buried. Somner ſays, that 
ces of the Archbiſhop by his laſt Will, now ex- 
bury, — tant, appointed the Place of his Burial to 
-q 5 1 be in the Cathedral of Exeter, of which 
, and <up- Church he had been ſome time a Prebendary; 
biegen but that afterwards altering his Mind in 
cond Part, this Particular, he in the Codicil of his 
5. 3. Will orders his Body to be buried in the 
Supple- Church-yard of the Collegiate Church of 
Ne. 13. Maidſtone, © Reverendiflimus Pater languens 
5. 33- © in extremis, 28 die julii A. D. 1396. 
s in interiori camera Mannerii de Mayde- 
* ſtone voluit et ordinarit quod quia 
e non reputarit ſe dignum ut dixit, in ſua 
*© Metropolitana aut aliqua Cathedrali aut 
<« Collegiata Eccleſia ſepeliri, voluit et ele- 
egit ſepulturam ſuam in Cemeterio Ec- 
« clefiz collegiatæ de Maydeſtone in loco 
 « defignato Johanni Botelere Armigero ſuo ; 
the Place deſigned for John Boteler his 

cc E. IP | | 
Catalogue And yet, notwithſtanding this ſecond Or- 
ee der, Biſhop Godwin ſays, that Courtney's 
Body is not ar Maidſtone, but lyes buried on 
the South-fide of Becket's Shrine in Chriſt- 
Church, Canterbury, at the Feet of the Black 


* 


— 
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Prince, in a goodly Tomb of Alabaſter 
and Somner adds, that it appears by a Leiger- 


Book in that Church, that the King [Rich- 


ard the IId.] being at Canterbury, when he 
was to be buried (probably upon the Suit 
of the Monks, over-ruled the Archbiſhop's 
own Appointment, . and commanded his Bo- 
dy to be there interred, | 


Of this Archbiſhop Courtney I have no- 
thing farther to ſay, but that he was a great 
Perſecutor of WViclef and his Followers; 
and that we are told“ he excommunicated 
one Richard Iſmonger, a Layman of Ayleſ- 
ford, near this Town, for daring to puniſh 
Men for fome Crimes, which. the Church 


only ought to take Cognizance of : And 


though the poor Man ſubmitted, aſked Par- 
don, and promiſed heartily never to do ſo 
again, yet the Archbiſhop enjoined him this 
Puniſhment, © That he ſhould be whipped 
© naked three ſeveral Market-days at Weſt- 
« Malling, and as many at Maidſtone, and 


& then that he ſhould alſo enter naked into 
© Canterbury Cathedral, and there offer a 


% Wax-Light of five Pounds Weight, at 
« St. Thomas Becket's Shrine.” A remark- 
able Inſtance of Popiſh Tyranny and Cru- 
elty! | 

"mb Antiq. Britan. p. 266. 
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So that, the Tomb and Epitaph at Maid- 
tone was no other than his Cenatoph ; as it 
was cuſtomary: in old Time ſor Perſons of 
eminent Rank and Quality, to have Tombs 
erected in Honour of them in ſeveral Places: 


and the ſame Cuſtom ts continued to this 
Day. 


I have thought it would not be diſagree- 
able to the Reader to ſee Copies of the In- 
ſcription on Archbiſhop Courtney's Tomb, 
and ſome other noted Funeral Monuments 
in this Church; the ſhort modern Inſcrip- 
tions on flat Stones (of which there are a 
great Number in every Part of it) being for 
Brevity Sake, omitted. | 


/ 
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L PET þ Mon UMENTS. 


In the High Chancel, inlaid with Braſs, about 
the Verge of a large Tomb-ſflone, on which, 


about 1630, was Archbiſhop Cn s 
Portraiture, delineated on Braſs. 


Nomine Willelmus en Conrtnaius reverendus, 
Qui ſe poſt obitum legaverat hic tumulandum, 
In preſenti loco quem jam fundarat ab imo z 
Omnibus et ſanctis titulo ſacravit honoris; 
Ultima lux Julii fit vite terminus illi, 

M ter C quinto decies nonoque ſub anno, 
Reſpice mortalis quis quondam, ſed modo talis, 
Quantus et iſte fuit dum membra calentia geſſit. 
Hic primas patrum, Cleri Dux et genus altum, 
Corpore valde decens, ſenſus et acumine clarans. 
Filius hic comitis generoſi Devonienſis, _ 


Legum Doctor erat celebris rw fama ſerenat, . jur. 
clita *Londonienfis, Ceſar. 


Urbs Herdfordenſis, polis in 


75 


Ac Dorobernenſis, ſibi trine gloria ſedis, Profeſſor. 


Detur honor fit “ Cancellarius ergo. a Chancel- 
Sanctus ubique pater, prudens fuit ipſe miniſter, = _— 
1397» 


Nam largus, letus, caſtus, pius atque pudicus. 
Magnanimus, juſtus, et egenis totus amicus. 
Et quia Rex Chriſti paſtor bonus extitit iſte, 


Sumat ſolamen nunc tecum queſumus. Amen. 


_ > Bifbop of Hereford, 1369. London, 1375. © Cam 
terbury, 1381. | | 
25 On 


3 renne. 


On a Braſs Plate. 


Hic jacet Dominus Johannes Wotton Rec- 
tor Eccleſie Parochialis de Stapilhurſt, Ca- 
nonicus Ciceſtrenſis, & primus Magiſter hu- 
jus Collegii, qui obiit ultimo die Octobris 


1417. 
On the N forth-fide of the Quire or Chancel 


ſtands an ancient Allar-Tomb or Monu- 
ment moſt ſhamefully defaced : Only theſe 
Words remain of an old Inſcription on it. 


- -'= = - - - ad bona non tardus vocitando 
- = - - namque Deo trino valefecit. 
---- - -- - - December - - - - - - | 
= - = - - - - Anno milleno C. quater X - - - 


 Weever tells us, it was ſaid when he was 

here, that one IWeodvill lyeth herein en- 
tombed, who dwelr at Thamote within this 
Pariſh. Thamote I take to be a miſprint for 

Hiſtory of The Mote, But what puzzles me is finding 
— it ſaid in a Book printed A. D. 17 19, almoſt 
90 Years after the Date of Meever's, That 
Diafter the Burghurſts, The Mate came to 
« Woodviles, appears by a fair Monument 

« on the North-fide of Maidſtone Church.“ 

It is ſome what odd, that an old Monument 
 ſhamefully defaced ſhould ninety Years after 

be a fair Monument. But the ſame Writer 

b. 190. col. . had told his Readers, That 

ö in 


8 
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* in this Chancel is a very remarkable, large 
« and fine Altar-Tomb, but in Memory of 
« whom he could not diſcover. all the In- 
* ſcriptions, if ever there were any, and 
Arms, being obliterated : But that in 
« Weever's Time the Tradition was, that it 
« was in Memory of one Woodville of the 
« Moat.” By the poor Remainder of the 
Date it appears, that the Perſon for whom 
this Monument was here placed died after 

A. D. M CCCC X - - So that it is probable 
15 was the Father of Slr Richard Wydewyll, Life of 
Wydeville, Widwele, Wodevil and Woodville, Num 
as the Name is variouſly ſpelt, who was the . 1. ” 
fiſt Earl Rivers, whoſe Daughter was King 
Edward the F ourth' s Queen, and who was 
beheaded by the Northampton Mutineers, 

A. D. 1469. 

Dr. Harris mencichs a Monument in the Hiſtory of 
South Chancel of the Church of Maidſtone, Kent, 
nr, he ſays, the Arms“ of Courtney ap- 

: This, he ſuppoſes, was in Memory 

| +7 "TA of this Archbiſhop's Family; though 
the Inſcription is gone: And there are in- 
deed ſtill ſuch Arms; but J think intended 
for an Ornament of the Place, and as a Me- 
morial of the Founder, rather than as Fart 
of any Funeral Monument. 


» Courtney's Arug are the ſame with thoſe of the Townol : 
Mai gone, before mentioned; only to theſe laſt was added a 
Fex een. in alluſion to the River, and the Lion. 

| On 
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On a Mural Marble Monument at the South- 
weſt Angle of the Great Chancel, is the 
following Inſcription. | 


Next unto the Tombe of the Fownder of 
this Church on the South-ſyde thereof lye 
the Bodies of Humphry Tufton Eſq; Chri- 
ſtian Tufton, and Cicelie Tufton his Siſters, 


Which ſaid Humphry Tufton was the eldeſt 


Sonne of Sir Humphry Tufton of the Mote 
in this Pariſh, Knt. and Baron by Margaret 
his Wife, eldeſt Daughter, and one of the 
Coheirs of Harbert Morley of Gline in Suffex 
Eſq; by Ann his Wife, eldeſt Daughter unto 
Sampſon Leonard of Kent Eſq; by Marga- 
ret his Wife, Daughter and Heire unto 
Thomas Fines Lord Dacres of the South; 
who married Mary Daughter of George 


Lord Abergaveny by the Lady Mary his Wife, 


Daughter of Edward Stafford Duke of Buck- 
ingham. r 
And the ſaid Sir Humphry Tufton was 
the ſecond Son of Sir John Tufton of Hoth- 
feild in Kent, Knt. and Baron and Chriſtian 


his Wife, Daughter and one of the Coheirs 


of Sir Humphry Browne of Eſſex and Anne 
his Wife, Siſter unto Bridget Counteſs of 
Bedford, the Daughters of John Lord Huſſye 
and the Lady Anne Grey his Wife, Daugh- 
ter unto George Grey Earl of Kent, by the 


i - Lady 
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Lady Katherine Daughter of William Har- 
bert Earle of Pembroke: the Grandmother 
of which George was the Lady Conſtance, 
Daughter unto John Holland Earle of Hun- 


tington and Duke of Lancaſter by the Lady 


Elizabeth Daughter unto John of Gaunte 
Duke of Lancaſter, by the Lady Blaunche, 
and Brother by the ſame Father and M 5 
to Sir Nicholas Tufton, the firſt Baron of 
Tufton in Northian in Suſſex, and Earle of 
Thanet in Kent, and unto Cicely Counteſs 
of Rutland, of Francis Earle of Rutland, 
and unto Mary Viſcounteſs of Dunbar, Wife 
of Sir Henry Conſtable Vicount of Dunbar. 
And the faid Sir John Tufton was the 
Sonne of John Tufton of Tufton in Northian 
in Suſſex Eſq; ſometimes High Sheriff of 
County of Kent, and of Mary his Wife, 
eldeſt Daughter of Sir John Baker of Suſ- 
ſinghearſt in Kent, by Elizabeth his Wife, 
Daughter and Heire unto Tomas Dinglye 
of Hampſhire Eſqz Which Sir John Baker 
was of the Privy-Counſel unto King Henry 


the 8th, King Edward the 6th, Queene 


Mary and Queene Elizabeth: Which ſaid 


Mary had two Siſters, one married unto Sir 


Thomas Sackvile Earle of Dorſet, Lord High 
Treaſurer of England, and the other unto 
Sir Thomas Scott of Scott's Hall in Kent. 

And the faid John Tufton was the Sonne 
of Nicholas Tufron of Tufton in Northian 


in Suſſex by Margaret his Wife, Daugh- 


cer 
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ter and Heire of John Hever in Kent Eſq; 
as by their Coate of Arms heere quartered 
by the Tuftons appeareth. In which Place 
their auntient Seate in the Name of the 
Tuftons did long before continue. And as 
concerning the ſaid Humphry Tufton, Hee 
by his Soundneſs of Religion and his diſ- 
creete Carriadge, to the Glory of himſelfe 
and Honor of his Name gayned in his ten- 
der Years far beyond the Expectation of his 
Age, moſt affectionat Love from his Pa- 
rents, Opinion of all Hopefulneſs from his 
Countrey, great Joy and Delight from all his 
Acquaintance, and by the Sweetneſs of his 
Diſpoſition, Comlineſs of Perſon and Cur- 
reſy unto all, with the many Qualities both 
of Mind and Body wherewith his Travells 
had inriched him, juſtly deſerved to be ac- 
counted the Darling both of Nature and 
Education. He exchanged this Life for the 
Celeſtial, where his bleſſed Soul liveth in 
Joyes everlaſting ; although his Loſſe here 
unto his Parents was unſpeakable, and: the 
Griefe as greate unto all that did know him. 
Obiit 3. Augu. 1641. tat, 20. I 


0 The faid Chriſtian Tuſton 
ö obiit 14 die Auguſti 1641. 
u 


He was a true Lover of the 
Inhabitants of this Towne 
and Pariſhe, and had at the 
time of his death living 4 
Brothers, viz. Sir ſohn Tuf- 
ton his 2d. Brother, Knight- 
ed ſhortly after his death, 
Charles Tufton, Frauncisand } 
Henry Tufton, and 3 Siſters, 
viz, Chriſtian Tufton, Olim- 


phaTufton and Cice)y Tufton. 


#tatis ſuz decimo quarto, 
being a handſome and hope- 
er. full, a good and à very vir- 
dg ct tuous Gentlewoman. 

| 1642. | And Cicely Tufton obiit w 


This was 


die Februarii 1635. 


Etatiĩs ſuæ tertio; 


Death 
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Death hath added to the Ornament | On a Mu- 


Of this Place, the bleſſed Memorials - A 
Of the moſt accompliſhed Gent. by the Great 


Vertue and Parts, Sir John Aſtley Chancel. 


'Knight, onely Sonne and Heire of John 

_ Aſtley Eſq; Maſter of the Jewells ETC. 

ho from his tender Years attended 

On Queen Elizabeth in her honourable Band 
of Penſioners ; And after was Maſter of 

* Revells to King James and King Charles. 
He married Katherine Bridges, 

Daughter of Anthony Bridges, Brother 

To che Lord Edmond Bridges, Baron 

Shandois, of Sudeley Caſtle, by whom 

Having had Iſſue diverſe Children, 

They all dyed before him, ſo that in 
The Diſpoſition of his Lands he affectio- 
nately acknowledged both his Name 
And his Nephewes, And left the Care 
Of his other Bequeſt in his Will to 
William Harriſon Gent. the Queenes 

Atturney in the Court of Common Pleas, 
His Executor. Who out of due regard 
To the Performance thereof and pious 
Reſpect to the Memory of his Hon Friend 
Hath conſtructed this Monument. | 

Obiit 26. die Janun. Ab. Du. 1639. 


* — 
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Hic jacet corpus F N 1 
Bourne Gnuper de Maidſtone 

Gen. Qui obiit undecimo 

Die Octobris Anno Domini 1678. 


Acatis ſuæ 77. 5 


Sub hoc tumulo jacet adore, Tens 
Suſanne Barrell Uxoris Robert PT "Is 
Barrell CLRI cui peperit tres 
Filios Filiaſque duas caltifimo 
Thoro Hæc obiit ſexto die 
Maii Anno Domini 1621. TOS: of 
ſuæ o ron ond 


| On a Mural M. arble Manument at the N APY 


weſt Angle of the Chancel, 3s the ee 
Inſcription | 


Prope ab hoc. patiete 
Exuviæ Griffith Hatley conduncur, 1 1 
Filius fuit natu quintus 
Johannis Hatleß 10 
Civis Londinenſis (Generoſa proſapia h 
ApudGoldingroninAgroBedfordienki oriundi) 
Et Annæ Uxoris ejus filiz Johannis Porter. 
D Lamberhurſt in Com. Cant. Armigeri. 
In aulà Pembrochiani Cantabrigia . 
Medicinæ Doctor creatus eſt, 
Quam deindè in hac Villa Regia per 40 annos 
Cum magna peritiz fideiq; laude factitavit: 
Juſtitiarii quoq; ad Pacem officio functus 
Ne ullo unquam modo civium commodi deeſſet. 
Uxores 


— 
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Uxores duxit 
Juohannam Smith 
Que juxta requieſcit, 
Et Saram Tymbrell 
De Portſmouth in Agro Hanton. 
Quz Viro optime de ſe merito ſuperſtes, 
Hoc Monumentum pie poſuit. 
Honoribus tandem, Opibus, Anniſq; eumulatus, 
Londini, ubi vitalem auram naſcens hauſerat, 
| Moriens efflavit. 
bo Dom. MDCCX. 
Jul. 3 1 Anno J Ftat. LXXI. 


* — tt. 


— 2 — NF Oo lr  ———__— = — 


Hie ſitus eſt Joannes Davis 
Othamienſis Eccleſiæ Rector, necnon 
Animarum Cure in Parochia 
Maidſtonienſi præfectus. Vbi 
Omnibus Boni Viri Fidiq; Paſtoris 
DODtfficiis Bona Fide Functus cum 
Dignitate Et Ingenti Omnium 
Cujuſcung; Ordinis Et Opinionis 
Hominum Amore Merito Vixit. | 
Pacem Unice Coluit Annum Agens LI 
Receſſit. AD v NOx. IVLII C19 DC LXXVIIL. 


* 1 ien hy CY 5 ane 7 Sa ths 
- - 
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In Capi- 
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Here lyeth the 
Body of Thomas 
Lane, Gentelman. 
He dececed the 27 
Day of Auguſt in the 
Veare of out 
Lord God 1612. 


Hic ſita eſt Alicia Saunders 

Joannis Saunders Generoſt - | - 

Vidua Obiit : A: M.D.C.LXXV. 
AN, ZT-LAL 


— 


Hic jacet una cum duobus Filiis 
Thomgd et Samuele ante patrem 


 Extinftis FARNHAMUS ALDERSEY 


Familia non minus opulenta quam 
Vetuſta prognatus : liberos quatuor 
Ex conjuge Sard adbuc vivd duos 
Mares totidemq; Fæminas fibi © 
Superſtites religuit. Maidſtonii, 
Di etiam laudatam vitam egit, 
Piam mortem obiit KAL Januarii 
Anno redemptionis humane 
cioioclxxxvi. /Etatis LxIII. 


— „* — 


— — 
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To the Memory of ; On a Ma- 


William Dixon of Maidſtone Eſq; — 
Deſcended from the Dixons of 


Hillden in this County. 
He was Barriſter at Law, Bencher of 
Greys Inn, and many Vears Recorder 
Of this Corporation. 
Who dyed the 19th of January 172 5 
aged 80. | 
Alſo to the Memory of Rebecca 
His Wife, who dyed March the Firſt 
1729, aged 58. 

They had one Son and three Daughters 
Samuel, Catherine, Sarah and Nedecen. 
Two of them ſurviving. | 
Catherine and Rebecca 
Erected this Monument. 


D. O. M. 8. 
Hic ſita eſt Margarita Cripps 
Filia natu minima 
Thoma Fotherby Arm: & Eliſabethæ 
(Roberti Moyle Arm: File) 
Vvxor Iohannis Cripps Gen: 
Cui peperit filios duos Thomam et Johannem. 
Quorum Johannem Superſtitem reliquit. 
Longo pragnata Sanguine 
Moribus fuis majores Cohoneſtavit. 
Vixit IP 
Pietate erga Deum inſignis . 
Canjux Amantiſſima mater optima 
Obiit Oct: die 8%. Anno Dom. 1696. 
Etat. ſuæ, 36. 


——— 


— 
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Iuxta Chariſſimam Conjugem requieſcit Depoſitum 
. ITOHANNIS CRIPPS Generofi Amantiſſimus vitæ Comes 
poſtliminio Mortis Qui obiit xxiv die Iulii Anno Dom. 
Mpcxcix. Ætatis ſux x xxöVI. Inſimul obdormit in Dns. 
Digniſſimum Par in ſpem Beatæ Reſurrectionis. 
; Hanc Mnemoſynen defuncti Fratris Epigraphe Subjiciendam 
Curavit CRIPPS Gener. 
N Memoria Piorum Eterna. 


— , CAKES. AX 
A 4 


81 Memoriæ: Sacrum - _ 
: _ Thom Karkaredg filii unici Gervaſii Carkaredg gener, et Maria 
This Epi- Filiz Georgii Hills de Eggerton props Godmerſham gener. Qui 
raph is in Cum amantiflime convixiſſet cum Amia filia Arthur Franklyn | 
Capitals, De Wye gener. conjuge ſua per quinquagint. ferè antios fine prole, primo 
DieDecemr. A® Salutis noftrz 1639. et /Etat. ſuz 72, ab hac luce migravit - 
Hocſexiguũ licet) Amoris ſui ergi humatũ Conjuge Teſtimonĩũ, & contumulari 
| Deſiderio uxor relicta merentiflima. meritiſſimo Poſuit. 
Hunc (Tu Lector) Viventem Eſurientes paſcendo Nudos veſtiendo et ad hæe 
Apud Wye et Godmerſliam ad imperpetuum legando, imitare, et mercede 
Cum Eo nunquam periturã fruere. N 
Seriùs aut citid omnis movetur Urna, 


\ 


Monuments, &c. in the South Je of the 
Chancel. 


Neare this Place lye buried the Bodyes of John Davy 
In Small- Phyſition, third Sonne of Robert Davy of Eſton in the 
Capitals, County of Norfolck Gent. and of Katherine his 
on a Mural Wife, Daughter of John Banks of Maideſtone in the 
Monument County of Kent Gent, with whome hee lived in Marriage 
with tube g Yeares. Shee changed this Life for a better the 18th of 
 handfome January 1631, and left unto him Iſſue one Sonne and 
Figures. Daughters 3 john and Katherine deceaſed. Mary his el- 
_ deſt Daughter himſelfe ſaw married to John Wall 
Sent. Citizen and Draper of London. Elizabeth his 
Youngeſt to Nathaniel Andrewes Eſq; Son of | 
Thomas Andrewes Lord Mayor of London. He depar- 
ted this Life the 11th of May 1649, And of his Age the 69th 
Yeare, leaving his 2 ſurviving Daughters his Execu- 
tors. Who out of Duty and Affection to theyre deare 
Father, have dedicated this Monument the 25th of Septemb'. 
| | 1 | 
He left by Will a parcel of * of the Value of 20 pound 
r annum for ever, for an augmentation to the Stipend of the 
Mater and Uſher of the Schoole of Maidſtone. 0 | 
485 . 1 


— 


„ 
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On a flat r. | 7950 
Here lyeth * Body eres, 
Captain ** Mayne 
An antient and honeſt Commander 


In the Navy of England. 
He was all! in his Profeſſion, 


True to the Intereſt of his Countrey 


A kind and affectionate Father; 
A ſincere and faithful Friend. 
Who lived Beloved 
And Died Lamented 
y all that knew him 
On the 13th Day of Auguſt, 
And in the 74 Yea of his 2p: 


Near the 7 . Dar on a 4 flat A. 


Quad reliquum eſt 
Revi. Viri Gilberri Innes 
Qui in hac Ecclefia Annos 
2 18 gs minus deſudavit 
‚ lic ſubtus jacer. 
Oblit | 
Quinto die Maii * 
5 Xre Chriſtiane M 
Anno 1 Etatis ſuæ — 4 R N 


— 
UW 


G4 Eciam 


* 
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| Etiam jacet 
Elizaberha Gilberti Innes Natu Maxima 
| Obiit 
Decimo die Mar. 
Anno Domini 1714. 
Hic quoque jacet 
 Uxor prædicti Gilberti Innes | 
Et F ilia Johannis Peters Cantuarienſis 
Medici Celeberrimi. 
Obiit 
Decimo ſeptimo die Maii 
Domini 1732. 
= Atatis ſuz 72. 


On a ſmall Mural Monument. 


Under the ſecond Stone 
From the Wall reſts. 
The Body of Lidia late 
Wife of Thomas Cromp 
-e Daughter of Will- 
iam Gull Eſquier Rec- 
- order of this Towne, 
Who died the firſt 
Of October 1624. 


AP 4% Richardus Stapleius A.M. Medicus 
Fato functus 29 Nov. A. Di 1679. Ætat 25 
Hic Subtus jacet. 

Viator, ſi ad annos ſpectes, Præmaturus; 

Sin ad Eruditionem, longævus obiit. 
Curſum Juvenis peregit, 
Quem rarò Senes Aſſecuti ſunt, 
InMedicina, in Anatomia, in Scientia Botanicà 
Inſtructiſſimus. Quo 


/ 


Anno 


—— 


f. 
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Quo vix Phabe tua fueras præſtantior Arte: 
Et licet Oculus Mundi 

Sanè digniorem Alumnum non conſpexiſti. 

Sed, proh Dolor ! Præmatura Mors oppreſſit 
Scientiarum ſimul, et ſæculi hujus 
| Ornamentum. 

Invidia Parcarum hoc factum arbitror, 

Quæ imperio ſuo dum viveret Timentes, 

Vetuere ulterioris Lucis Moram. 


— 


9 — — 
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Quippe Animi dotibus 
Cumulatiſſimè Ornati | 2 Capi- 
Du. Roberti Stapley N 
Medicine D**, 


Qucd reliquum eſt heic ſubtus jacet 
Pleuritis Nephritis Diabetis (perniciofz Triadis) 
| Non unius Morbi 
Trophæum. 
Mortalitatem exuit Mail xix. 
Du. MDCL.XXVe.. 
Anno 4 Feratis L VII. 
Magna ſuperſtite fama 
Sepulchrale hoc qualecunq; Marmor 
Parent ſuo olim chariſſimo 
Poſuit ac vovet 
Votumq; Poſteris ſacratum eſſe voluit 
Filius vere mceſtus 
4 Rich: Stapley. 
— 


of act On 
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On a ** Stone, cloſe to the Rails of the Com- 
mumion Table. 


Jofiz Woodward SS. T. P. 
5 Et hujus Eccleſiæ Curati. 
| Out plus minus a primo adventu ſpatium, 
Morte correptus. 
Magnum ſui deſiderium poſt ſe reliquit. 
Et non ſine magno Pauperum 
Præſertim puerorum et puellarum 
uos moribus honeſtis Primus inſtitui curavit 


Ac totius hujus oppidi luctu 
Ad Dominum migravit. 


3 Zctatis LII. 
vr Die Auguſti, Anno 3 Domini Mpccx11, 


Quem fuiſſe eloquentem ac eraditumConcionatorem 
Tam Pronunciata 2 eee plurima 


Viro apprime charo 
Ac omni genere Doctrinæ et Bonitatis Ornato 
Ne tanta merita poſteris ignota ſint, 
Hzc ſaxa pientiſſime poſuit mœſtiſſima Conjux 
Martha Woodward. 


— 


5 "Mors ee 30 Mor perfecte 
Sarcinz gravis. ſecuritatis ingreſſus. 


Lectori. 
Etſi pietas pro defuntis fidelib, flere jubeat 


fides tamen pro eis Jugere yetat. 
Thomas Beale trinepos Johannis Beale tritavi ſui bis Major hujus Villz Deo & 
Regi vivens ſupplex, frugali vita ſua ſorte contentus, vicinis charus & boni publici 
hujus ville ſtudioſus. Duarũ urorũ maritus, & ex illis xxi liberorũ pater obiit ii die 
ffebruarũ Ao. Dni. 1 593 & filios fex filiaſq; duas reliquit. Cujus vaterWillielm. Beale nup. bis 
portgrevius iſtius ville egentib; ejaſdem ſua etate ſubyeniens oblit A. 1534. Cujus 
AvusRobertus vivens hac villa A? 1490. Proavus Johan. A146 f. Atavus Williel. A® 1429. 
ſua etate etiam portgrevius & unus de primis fratribʒ domus fraternitatis hujus 
ville poſtea ſepultus in Eceleſia Scientia ffidei & Johan. ejus tritavus A® 1399 hic etiam olim 
mg tes hie etiam bene merentes hie etiam morientes modo reſurrectionem. 
earnis in Chriſti expectant quorum poſteritati benedicat Deus Quorum memorie 
thomas filius difti thome hoc monumentum conſtru, | 


This Inſcription is in Text-Writing. 


ANT1QUITIES of MAIDSTONE. 
Nic fitus eſt Carolus L 


Domo vetuſtate Opibus et fincera erga 
Principem fide imprimis conſpicua ſi verum 
Admittis Lector invidia Licet audiente dicam quod 
Res eſt fuit ille cum optimis priſcorum 
Temporum medicis facile comparandus 
Præſentis ævi fi non primus at ceree 

Inter primos, Etatis xxx1v*. pridie 

Idus Junii MDCLxxxvi tædiis vite - 
Fatigatus potius quam Morbo 

Confectus diem ſuum obiit, at fami 
Virtutum memoria hominum vivit 

Viretq; nunquam interiturus. 


Chriftus mihi vita, mors mibi Lucrum. 


Here lieth interred the Bodie of 

Richard Beſton Clerke Meſter 

Of Arts, who departed this Life 

The 26th Day of December 1640 and 

Had Iſſue by Elirabech his Wife 
Daughter of John Pawle Gent 

Fower Sonnes and three Daughters, 


M. D. c illuſtri 
Libbeorum familia in agro Oxoniĩenfi Ortus 


gr 
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Hic ſepulta jacet Elizabetha 
Chriſtophori Fullagar generoſi 
Chariſſima Uxor Valenti 
Chad wicke de Eaſt Peckham 
Vicaru dilectiſſima Filia, que 
Etſi non anni tamen virtute 
Et pietate repletam vitam egit, 
Et Deo ſic volente, præmature 
Obiit decimo quinto die Octobris 
Anno Domini 1693 Ætat xx, Expectans 
Per Jeſum Chriſtum Felicem 
Reſurrectionem. 


Hic inhumata obdormit Dorothea 
_ .Olim Dei nunc Deo redditum donum 
D. Edvardi Dering militis et Baronetti filia 
Thomz Engliſh de Buckland Armigeri Uxor 
Ob conjugalem fidem et morum ſuavitatem 
Merito chariſſima. 
Filios tres, Filias vero ſeptem peperit 
In ultimarum tandem Gemello partu 
Martyrio quodam expiravit 

Placide quieſce chare Cinis 

Militaſti pulchre, jam triumphas eximie 
Dum inter lachrymas et luctus gemens maritus 
Hoc amoris ſui teſtimonium inſcribi curavit 

Obiit xx Aprilis 
MDCLXIX. - |. 
Ætat: ſuæ xxxv111. 


. 
* 
* 
[2 
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Suſann 


* 


ANT1QUITIES of MAID STONE. 

Suſann Mapleſden being of the juſt Age 
of 84 Years hath ended her Pilgrimage Ver- 
tuouſlie and with good Report, being one 
of the Daughters of Thomas Patridge of 


Lenham Gent. She liv'd with her Huſband. 


Jarvis Mapleſden (one of the Jurates of this 
Town) 45 Years, By whom ſhe had Iſſue 


_ five Sons and fix Daughters, whereof three 


Sons and four Daughters were married and 
had Iflue, ſo that they and their Children 
were 4 ſcore and ten Souls before her Death. 


\ She liv'd a Widow 18 Years c Months and 


3 Weeks, and ending her Life with a con- 
ſtant Faith and full Aſſurance in her Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. She was buried the 18 Day 
of October Ano. 1603. RM. COSE. 


— 


Hic jacet corpus Willi. Stan- 

ley SCDVS Fil IO. Stanley de 
Weſt Peckham Gen. Fil Willi 

Fil. Thome Fil Johis Stanley 

De Wilmington 3 Fil Willi 
Stanley Armig. D NVS de Stan- 
ley in Comi. Staff. PD CVS Will. 
Obiit 23 Avguſti 1621, 
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ſin his Place. Being of the Age of LxxIII Veares 
| [Died the xxi of December An, Du, 1619. A 
Faithfull Believer in the Meritts & 


ho the er antientlie of Waſhington 


and Mary. The Eldeſt only lyving. Lawrence 
— him in his Office, married Ann 
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On a Mural black Marble J. omb-ſlone on the 


North-fide of the Eafi-Window of the 
Chancel is the following Inſcription. 
7 | Mortalis Morte | 14 

7 "Mt $767. Immortalis. f | 
Here reſteth the Body of Lawrence | 
Waſhington Eſq; of the Family of the = 


| 


in the Countie Palatine of Durham : 
egiſter of the Highe Court of Chancery 


2 


xxvII Veares: He had Two Wyvfs, rr 


Daughter of Clement Newce of Hartford- 
ſhire Eſq; and Mary Daughter of SirRaynol 
Scott of this Countie Knight: By his Firſt 
He had 5 Sons and 2 Daughters Lawrence 


Daughter of William Lewyn Judge of the 
Prerogative Court. Mary married William| 
Horſepool of this Pariſh Gentle®. His other 
Daughter Martha married to Arthure 

Beſwick Gentlen. Sonne of William Beſwick 
of this County Eſq; He havinge lived A | 
Vertuous & Xtian Life of ſingular ||Intiecrity 


Mercies of his Saviour. To whoſe Memorie 
His Sonne hath erected this Monument. 


| Though after my Skinne 
Warmes defiroy this Body, 


6: Yet foal J ſee God in my Fleſh. 1 


«th — 3 


( 
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On a Mural 8 on the S outh-fide of 
the Communion-Table, is the following 
Inſcription, with two Figures, at full 
length of the Lord Aſtley and bis Lady. 


To the never dying Memory of that 
Great Souldier and Perſon of Honour, 
Lord Jacob Aſtley, Barton 


Of Reading. 
| Epitaph, 


Let tht Iſland Vyage (in the Van) ſpeake | Ny 
Thy youthful Valur; thy All-daring Worth: 
Next Newport Battell, where thou didft preferr 

Honour to Life: There made an Officer ; © 
By famous Orange (thy great Generall) 
| Under whoſe Sword (that Day) Spayn's Force did fal: 
What Cloudes of Nations, could I raiſe for Thee 
And each one, would a glorious witneſſe Bee 

As Holland, Denmarke, and vat Germany 
All grieve thy Loſſe, honour thy Memory. 

England (thy Mother) crown'd thy hoary Head 

With Major Generall : Here in Honours Bedd, 

Thou (now) doſt reft : And with more Honour then 

Theſe Times afford, unto a Noble Man : 

Faith, Valour, Conduct; All in Ssuldier ſhould 

Or could be wiſht for : This Timbe doth infold. 


Av. Du. 1653. 
A 27 Die Februarii 16 51 I. 


Choſe 
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| Cloſe to the laſt mentioned Monument, is another of 
White Marble, with-the following Inſcription : 


Juxta hoc Monumentum 
In Hypogœo arcuato extructo 
Exuviz Johannis Aſtley, filii natu minoris 
Jacob Aſtley de Melton Conſtable in Comitatu 
Norfolciæ Militis et Baronetti, 
Deponuntur U 


Quo fclicius miſceantur cineribus Prænobilis Viri 


Proavi ſui Domini Jacob Aſtley 
| - Et 
Illuſtrium Propinquorum Domin. Iſaaci, et 


Jacob Aſtley Baronum de Reading in Com. Berks. 


5 5 r 
CumBelgiumtotum, et Fœmueratas Provincias ſemel, 
Et celebriores Galliæ et Italiæ Partes, 
Elegans Peregrinator, bis luſtraſſet, 
In 8 redit, | 


Linguarum, imprimis Latin, et Scientiarum, 


Si quis alius, Peritiſſimus. 

In quo, ſi uſpiam, Artes Ingenuæ, et 
Humaniores Literæ cum ſelectiſſimis moribus 
Liberaliter habitabant. 

es At | 
Proh Dolor | 
Nominis hic alterum Decus, 
Amicorum Deliciæ et Deſiderium 
Nec unquam ſuis, niſi moriendo, gravis, 
Præmaturus, et Prolis expers, 
Variolarum morbo correptus, 
Londini, fato ceſſit Jun: 30 
Sepultus Jul: 4. 
Are Chriſtianæ 1719. 
Anno 1 Etatis 42. * 


HFoc, tantæ Virtuti et Amori ſacrum, Poni curavit 


Meſtiſſimus Pater. Ad- 


Fa 


Adjoining to the Monument laſt mentioned, ts 
- another of blue Marble, with the following 
Inſcription. 


2 hie 1 contiguis requieſcunt urnis, ne quos vivos irrupta 
enuit copula, Mors dirimeret ; Thomas Knatchbull Armiger, Filus 
Richardi Knatchbull de Merſham-hatch, Armigeri, natu quartus, et 
Eleonora Uxor ejus, Filia Johannis Aſteley Magiſtri fort, & a privatã 
Cameri ſereniſſimæ Reginz Elizabethæ, Armigeri. Obii 
Annum agens quinquageſimum ſecundum, IIla vers 1638, ætatis ſexageſimo 
Tertio. Utriq; pietate inſignes in Proximos, in Liberos, in Deum fingulari. 
Habuerunt prolem ſeptem Filios, Richardum, Nortonum, Franciſcum, 
Thomam, Aſteleyum, Johannem, &Georgium : QuorumQuinque defuncti 
Innubi ſuperſunt Nortonus et Thomas, Et Quatuor F ilias, Bridgettam; 
Margaretam, Suſannam, et Aliciam, Yn Priores tres jam etiam 
Defunctæ, Tertia fine Prole, - Quarta adhuc in vivis, 

uſta hæc, debitæ Pietatis memor, exolvit tandem Dominus Nortonus 

tchbull de Merſham-hatch Miles et Baronettus, Eorundem Thome 

Et Eleonorz Filius et Heres, Ano. Salutis Mundi 1653. | 


* 


II. The other Church at Maidſtone, Mr. Epi 
Somner tells us, was dedicated to * St, Faith, *' ** 


and is intimated by him to be the Pari/h- 
Church, as All-Saints was the College-Chutch. 
But he has given us no Authorities for this. 
It is certain (as has been obſerved before) 
that in the Licence granted by King Richard 
the IId. to Archbiſhop Courtney, to make 
it a Collegiate Church, the Church of St. 


* In the Calendar prefixed to the Hours of the Bleſſed 
Virgin ||, we find the Feaſt of San#e Fidis Virginis, who, by 
the Engliſh, I ſuppoſe, was called Sz. Faith. She is faid to 
be.a young Woman born at Paris de Gawre in France, and to 
have ſuffered Martyrdom, and very cruel Torments under the 
Prefidentſhip of Dacianus about the Year 1290, , 
„„ Torr” 5 


bat H Mary's 


t Ille A“ Dai. 1623 


515 
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Mary's is expreſſly called the Pariſb- Church 
of Maidſtone. As to St. Faith's, there ap- 
ar no Evidences of the Time when, or 
y whom, it was built, or of its being u/ed 
by the Inhabitants, as a Pariſh Church. It 
| ſeems rather to have been a Free-Chapel, 
founded and endowed for the Performance 
of religious Services in that Part of the 
rules: Town where it is ſituate (which is at a great 
3 diſtance from the Pariſh Church of St. Mary) 
Hiſtory, and being, on the general Diſſolution, fallen 
1.1L. into the King's Hands (as many Free-Chapels 
| $4.4 d, dow d, at that time did) to have been after - 


hat a Wards purchaſed of the Crown by the In- 


Mik. habitants, but whether then uſed for Reli- 


_ in gious Worſhip, does not appear. This Ac- 


Cram- count ſeems probable from a Paſſage in the 
ee piu. Inventory of the Church-Goods of Mayde- 
por,p.100. © ſtone, taken the ſecond. Day of September, 
Bee before, © Ae. R. R.. Edwardi Sexti ſecundo,” which 
p. 48, &c.ſays, that © certain of the ſaid Goods, &c. 
% vere ſold to the uſe and purchaſing of the 

® Corporation of the Town and Pariſh of 

« Maidſtone, the Brother bood- Hall, &c: and 

« of St. Faith's Church and Church-yard, 

* with all and fingular their Appurtenan- 

fe , , mm rig] 

It appears, that Arthur Barnbam, in the 

< Reign of King FamesI. purchaſed this Cha- 
pel and Chapel- yard of one Mr, Mapliſden, 

- with the large Houſe near St. Faith's Green, 
þ Py and 
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and the Appurtenances, called the Manor of 
Chillington [which was formerly the Proper- 
ty of George Mapliſden, executed for Wrat's 
Attempt] and that the ſaid Arthur Barn- 
ham granted to the Corporation, oracknow- 
ledged a Right in them to uſe the Chapel of 
St. Faith for Divine Service, and the Chapel» 
yard for Burials—if they thought fit. At 
preſent only the Chancel is ſtanding; which, 
for many Years, was uſed: for a Place of 
Publick Worſhip, by the Dutch or Mal. 
dong, who, by the Favour of Queen E/iza- 


beth, ſettled in this Town. But about the Relation 
Year 1634. Archbiſhop Laud, with great Jbl, 
Zeal, endeavoured to reſtrain or abrogate of the 

the Privileges or Immunities granted to theſe Fee 
Strangers, and both to introduce among a. of 
them the Engh/h Liturgy, tranſlated into in Kent. 


their own Language; and to draw from 
their Congregations thoſe of them who were 
of the firſt and ſecond Deſcent, and oblige 
them to frequent the Engliſb Churches and 
Service. A Part of this Scorm fell on the 
Dutch Churches of Maidſtone and Sand- 
wich x. Their Miniſters were cited by the 
Archbiſhop to appear at his Conſiſtory Court 
at Canterbury, and before himſelf at Lam. 


| * See a Relation of the Traubles of the three Pare 
Churches in Kent, written by F. B. [Fobn Bulle] Miniſter 
ef the Vallon Congregation at Canterbury 4. Printed 
1645. Ii in my Hands. 7 gy "71 NO Non 

-{10. H 2 beth 
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herb, ey their Anſwer required to certain 


Queries or Interrogatories propoſed to them. 
One of theſe Anſwers was given April 14. 
1634. and was ſigned, ' among others, by 
Fobn Millar, who tiled himſelf Minifter of 


the Word of God to the Dutch Congregation 


at Maidſtone. Upon the Diſperſion of this 
Congregation, or its Incorporation with o- 
ther Profeſſions, this Church or Chancel, 


was ſhut up. But ſoon after it was again 


opened, and made uſe of by a Congregation 
of Engliſh Preſbyterians, who continued to 
meet there till about 1735, when they built 


|  themſclvesa Meeting- Houſe elſewhere. The 


Property of the Site, and what remains of 


4 
GC as 


the Fabrick, are A-thiok) in the Heirs of 
Sir Thomas J. aylor Bart. of the Park- Houſe 
in this Pariſh ; of whom the Church was 
hired for the Purpoſes aforeſaid : But how 


it paſſed from the Town, into private — 
I cannot Pare diſcover. 1 9213 -1 


CH A p. vm. | 
Of i the Trade 4 Maidſtone, Se.) 


Tue. chief Trade or Buſineſs! a this 


Town (except what it has in common 


with others) is the making of Linnen Thread, 
and planting Hops; for both which, its Situ- 


ation on the River Te by which is a 
Con- 
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Convenience of Carriage from thence to 
London, is very commodious. The firft of 
theſe, was introduced here in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth by the Walloons, who be- 
ing driven out of their own Country by 
theTyrannyand Oppreſſion of DukeD' Alva, 
took Refuge in England, and ſet up this be- 
neficial Manufacture in this Town, as they 
did that of Silk at Canterbury, and Flannel 
at Sandwich in this County. What Num- 
ber of theſe People, came hither on their 
firſt Settlement, is to me uncertain; but in 
the Reign of King Charles the Iſt. 1634. 
there ſeems to be about fifty Families. This 
Trade of Thread-making, was carried by 
them to a great height, and rendered very 
advantagious to the Town; where it ſtill 
continues; though it is not ſo conſiderable 
as when thoſe induſtrious People and their 
Deſcendants, lived here, and had the Ma- 
nagement of it. Beſides, the ſame Manu- 
facture was, ſome Years ago, ſet up in the 


Weſt of England, where Labour and Pro- 


viſions are cheaper; by which means they 
come'to under-ſell them, and ſo impair the 
Trade of the People of Maidſtone. How- 
ever, it is, in ſome meaſure, carried on here 
to good Advantage; and though not reckon- 
ed exceeding fine, yet made of good Flax, 
and dyed of various Colours for common 
Uſes ; which I mention to correct a Miſtake 
| H 3 e 
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of Dr. Harris's, who tells us, that © the 
22 « Thread which is made at Maidſtone is for 
* = “ Baggs for Hops, and out of the Refuſe 
and coarſeft of the Flax.” It is, on the 
contrary, made of good Flax, and to pretty 
great Perfection, being generally eſteemed 
in London and moſt Parts of England: In- 
ſomuch, that I obſerved, even in the Veſt 
(whither this Manufacture was removed 
from Maidſtone) Maidflone-Thread is pre- 
ferred to moſt other. The Walloon Fami- 
Hes are now almoſt worn out ; but there 
has been obſerved to remain ſome Tracts of 
their Names *, in ſeveral, who have forgot 
from whence they came ; and the Flax ſpun 
by the common People for the Threadmen, 
is to this Day called Dutch-work. 
The Planting of Hops began here ſooner 
at leaſt, than any Part of Kent, if not of 
England; where ſome ſuppoſe them to have 
been firſt planted at the beginning of the 
Reformation, becauſe of this old Engliſb 
Rhyme, . IE: 
Hops, Reformation, Bays and Beer, 
Came into England all in a Tear, 


The Ground or Soil about this Town, is 
very kind or natural for Hops. According- 
ly the Plantation is very large, and ſeveral 
* Callunt, Cheper, Ichſom, Bigeman, Lad, Clark, Bru- 


* - 


ings, &c. | 
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good Eſtates have been raiſed out of the 
Hop-Gardens — By King Charles the IId's 
Charter [which was obtained ſoon after the 
preſenting their Addreſs called the Abhor- 
rence | they had granted a Hop Fair at 
Michaelmas, and a monthly Market for Baye, 
Cattle, and Thread. 

There are beſides on the River very large 
 Corn-Mills, which grind for the Dock and 
Navy at Chatham, and in a good meaſure 
furniſh the City of Rocheſter and Town of 
Chatham, with Meal and Flower, beſides 
gftat Quantities, which are ſent from hence 
to London, Here are alſo ſeveral large 
Paper-Mills, and Fulling-Mills ; and from 
hence are ſent to Rocheſter, Chatham, and 
other Places, great Quantities of Gardeners- 
Ware. By the Hoys going from hence, is 
London likewiſe ſupplied with Corn, Fruit, 
Paving-ſtone, which is exceeding durable, 
*Fullers-Earth, and a fine white Sand for the 
Glaſs-Houſes, which is reckoned the beſt in 
England for melting into Flint-Glaſs and 
Looking-GlaſsPlates, and much uſed for what 
is generallycalled Writing. Sand. From hence 
alſo is conveyed to Chatham for the Supply 
of che King's Dock and Yards there, great 
Quantities of the largeſt Oak and Elm- 


Timber, moſt of which is brought out of 


„ There g atone Mine of Fullecs Rath in ike nent 
Pariſh of Boxley. Hiſt, Kent, p. 51. col. 2. 


„ dhe 
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the Weald, or Wood of Kent, and other 
Places adjacent, by Land-Carriage, and here 
put on board Veſſels, which carry it up 
the River. By theſe means there is good 
Encouragement for the having here. ſeveral 
pretty large Hoys, which are conſtantly paſ- 
ſing betwixt this Place and London, Rocheſter, 
Chatham, &c. which is a great Advantage 
to the Town and Neighbourhood, as well 
as to the Owners, and Perſons employed in 
them.. | | 


114 
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4 EAT 
Of the Free-School of Maidſtone, 


= 


7 2 HIS was originally the Houſe of the 

Brothers of Corpus Cbhriſti, before- 
mentioned, and purchaſed of the Crown 
for this much better Purpoſe. In the Cloſe 


of the Inventory of the Church-Goods of 


Maidſtone, mentioned p. 49, &c. in the Reign 
of King Edward VI. it is ſaid, that certain 
of them were ſold by rhe Corporation to 
purchaſe the Brotherhood- Hall, the Frater- 
nity and Lands of Corpus Chriſti, with all 
and ſingular their Appurtenances, to the 


Value and Sum of Two Hundred Pounds. 


This, I think, evidently relates to the Pur- 
chaſe of: theſe Lands, in order to the found- 


ing 
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ing this School, But it ſeems as if 'there 
was a Diſpute among the Inhabitants con- 
cerning the making of this Purchaſe, or the 


ſettling of the Lands to this Uſe, and that 


ſome endeavoured to hinder and obſtruct this 


good Deſign. This occaſioned the Duke of 
Somerſet, the Protector, to ſend a Letter to 


the Town, exhorting them to Unanimity 
in a Thing that tended ſo much to God's 


Honour and the common Good ; of which 
the following is a Copy. 


« To our Loving Friends. Thenhabitants 
* of Maidſtone. | 


a WE commend us unto yo, and un- 
| <«« derſtanding that being purpoſed 
« amongſt yo to doo ſum things that may 
« tend to a common Benefit and a charitable 
* Acte, a fewe of yo, to the Number of 
c eyghte Perſons, ſhuld not be ſo well bent 
* to it as the reſt are. We therefore have 
_ ©. a Deſire that things of Charitie and good 
« Aces might procede univerſally in the 
© Realme, fo wold we be lothe to here that 
a fewe ſhuld be hinderors of the. ſame 
« when the greeter Numb. upon honeſt 


« Conſideracons, determyn any thing to the 


«« furtherode thereof, and in that reſpect 
“ myndeng thadvancement of Godds Hon”. 
= | Sand 
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e and things lawdable is a common [ or 
« Towns] Welthe, expect yo to be of as 


« good Mynde and Conformities to doo 


< together the thinge which ye ſhal per- 


<« ceive mete and convenyent amongſt you. 
Thus fare ye hertily well, from 


Syrs, 


« The xiili of Septe*. | : f 
e Nur loving Friend 


Somerſet.” 


. In.my Copy the Date is 1594 : but I have ventured to 
correct it, becauſe the Duke was dead 50 Years before that 


time. > 


In half a Sheet of Paper that was found 
pinned to this original Letter, is a Writing 
which bears this Title, viz. 

“ Theſe be the Names of thoſe that be 
e appoynted with the Conſent of the whole 


« Pariſhe to make Sale of things mete to 
te be ſolde to performe the Purchaſe of the 


© Brothered? and the Lands thereunto be- 


% longyng. | 
The 3 Cburcb. warden,. 

ec Janet Bysbreg, | *Richarde Hehe, 

Thomas Bennet, © Fohn Denly, 

# Robert Balfar, |< William Tylden.” 

| Under 
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nder theſe, follow the Names of 80 Per- 


ſans in three Columns, who, I ſuppoſe, were 
the principal Freemen of the Town. 


To this Purchaſe, relates the following 
Clauſe in the firſt Charter of King Fames I. 


ce Know ye moreover, that We of aur 
“ eſpecial Grace, &c, have Granted, &c. 
te that the aforeſaid Mayor, Jurates and 
* Commonalty of the King's Towne and 
„ Pariſh of Maidſtone and their Succeſſors, 


„ ſhall and may at all times hereafter, have 


e and poſſeſſe, and enjoy to their own pro- 
<«« per Uſe, all and ſingular Houſes, Meſſu- 
<« ages, Chapels, Lands, Tenements, &c. 
« which by Letters Patents of the late 
« King Edward VI. dated 4% July, Anno 
c Regni 3. were mentioned to be given 
ee and granted to the then Mayor, Jurates 
and Commonalty of the Town and Pariſh 


. aforeſaid, by whatſoever Name or Names 


* the Meſſuages, Chapels, Lands, &c. were 
given and granted, Sc. 


In February, 1561, Queen Elizabeth re- 


quired of Archbiſhop Parker an account of 
all the Schools and Hoſpitals in his Dio- st 
ceſe. In Obedience to this, the Archbiſhop . 


er 


e 
ch- 


certified, that & there was a School erected biſbop 
I at Maidſt one, by the Char AC of the Mayor Parker — 


cc and” 115. 
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« and Commonalty of the Town, who had 
e purchaſed of the King [Edward VI.] cer- 
«tain Lands to that Intent, amounting to 
« 91/6. 65. 8d. It is not charged with 
« Tenths.” | 


The Maſter is appointed by the Mayor 
and Jurates; and either the Chapel, or Hall 
of the Religious Houſe, ſeems to be the 
School-Room ; which {being very large and 
commodious for thoſe Purpoſes) is alſo made 
uſe of by the Corporation to hold their Court 
Leet, and chuſe their Mayor and Members 
of Parliament. . 


Benefactions 70 the School. = 


1. William Lamb *, who was Gentleman 
Uſher to King Henry the VIIIth, and a 
Freeman of the Cloth- workers Company 
in London, gave 10. per annum to this 


School. | 
2. Robert Gunſley, Clerk, Rector of Tit- 


ey in Surrey, by his laſt Will and Teſta- 
> ment, dated December 15, 1618. gave to 


the Maſter and Fellows of the Great Hall 


* The ſame worthy Gentleman deſerves to be remembred 
for erecting a Free. School at Sutton Vallence in this County, 
with Allowance of 204. per annum to the Maſter, and 101. 
to the Uſher ; and for building in the ſame Pariſh fix Alms- 
Houſes, with Allowance of 101. per annum to the ſame. ' Kit- 


5 


burn's Survey of Kent — p. 259 
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of the Univerſity of Oxford, commonly call- 
ed Uni verſity-College; ſixty Pounds a Year 
for the Maintenance of four Scholars, to be 
choſen from this Free-School, and that of 
Rocheſter, Natives of the County of Kent, 
who are to be allowed Chambers, and 15 /. 
a Year each; the Preference to be given to 


his own Relations, particularly to thoſe of 


the Name of Ayerſt; as appears by the fol- 
lowing Extract from his Will, dated the 
zoth of June, 1618. and proved in the 
 Prerogative-Court the 3oth of November 


following; wherein he deviſes “the Rec- 


© tory and Parſonage of Flamſtede in the 
“County of Hertford, with its Appurte- 
* nances, to the Maſter and Fellowes of 
« Untver/ity Colledge in Oxford, and their 
<« Succeſſors ; To the Intent, That the ſaid 
«© Maſter and Fellowes, during the continu- 
dance of the Leaſes granted of the ſaid 
« Parſonage then in being, ſhould with 
e the Rents and Profitts thereof keepe and 
© maintaine two Schollers, whereof Robert 
« Gunſley, the Sonne of Edward Gunſley, 
e ſhould be one, and Thomas Ayerſt, the 
e Sonne of Jobn Ayerſt, ſhould be the other. 
e And: when and as ſoone as the ſaid Leaſes 
e ſhould. be expired, to make Choice of 
e Foure Schollers, accompting the Two 
„ Schollers before mentioned, to be of the 
“ Nomber of the Foure. All which Schol- 


lers 


| mu 
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ce lers ſhould be choſen by the ſaid Maſter 


* 


and Fellowes, the one Halfe out of the 


Grammer - Schoole of Nacheſer, and the 
* ther Halfe out of the Grammer- 
« Schoole of Maidſſone, being only ſuch 
te os are borne in the County of Kent, and 
none other, except the Two by: Him- 


* ſelf above named for the firſt Choice, 


« or any bf his Kindred, And as often as 
< any of cheſe Schollerſhips ſhould be voyd, 
te the ſame ſhould be renewed and filled up 
< by the ſaid Maſter and Fellowes, for the 
time being, out of the Grammer-Schooles 
« before mentioned, within Three Moneths 
cc after ſuch Avoidance, from time to time 


for ever. And the Charges of the Maſter 


and ſuch Fellowes as ſhould be ſent and 
«< employed in and about the ſaid Election, 
« ſhould be borne and deduQed out of the 
« Allowance lymitted and appointed to the 
Scholler or Schollers that ſhould be e- 
t Tected in the Interim of the ſaid Three 
% Moneths. All which Schollers before 
* mentioned, as they and every or any of 
them ſhould attaine to their Roomes or 
« Places aforeſaid, ſhould be kepr and main- 


_ * rained by the ſaid Maſter and Fellowes 
* from time to time at ſome Grammer- 
* Schoole untill they be fitt to go to the ſaid 


Univerſity-Colledge, and then be placed 
« by the ſaid Maſter and Fellowes in the 


< ſaid Colledge with fitt and convenient 


1 « Cham- 
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* Chambers, there: And the ſaid Maſter 


ce and Fellowes ſhould allowe and pay to 
s each of the ſaid Two Schollers dureing 
te the continuance of the Leaſes before- 
mentioned, every Yeare yearely Eleaven 
« Pounds a-peece at two Feaſts or Termes 
© in the Yeare ; that is to ſay, at the Feaſts 
« of St. Mzchaell the Archangell, and the 
« Annuntiation of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
ce by even and equall Portions : And ſhould 
te pay to the ſaid Foure Schollers, after the 
« Expiration of the ſaid Leaſes, . every 


e Yeare yearely Fifteen Pounds a-peece at 


te the Times before mentioned, accompting 
ce always the Two Schollers to be of the 
« Nomber of the Foure, and thoſe of His 
« Name and Kindred to be preferred before 
« any other. And the ſaid Maſter and Fel- 
« lowes, after the Expiration of the ſaid 


“ Leaſes, ſhould allow and pay to the Curate 


« and Curates of Flamſtede every Yeare and 


ce yearely Threeſcore Pounds for his, or their 


« Salary at the two Feaſts or Termes in the 
« Yeare. before ſpecifyed, that is to ſay, at 
« the Feaſts of the Annuntiation of our 
Lady, and St. Micbaell the Archangel by 
te even and equal Portions, The Election 
of which Curate from time to time ſhould 
te be by the Maſter and Fellowes aforeſaid. 
Provided always, that whenſoever the ſaid 
* Curate's Place ſhould be yoyd, one of His 


« one 
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ce obne Schollers ſhould have the Hafi of it 
ec Fit any other. 


fohn Davy, of this Town: Gent. in 


1675 by his laſt Will, gave all his Lands in 


the Pariſh of Neu- Church in this County, 
containing 16 Acres [let then at 18 /. per 
annum. ] for the better Maintenance of the 
Maſter and Uſher of this School. By the 
Charter of Queen Elizabeth, the Corporation 
is empowered to make wholeſome Orders and 
Statutes for the Government of the Maſters 


and Scholars: In purſuance of which, a 


Body of Rules and Orders were made for 
that Purpoſe. The Corporation pays a Parc 
of the Mafter's Salary ; but it is ſaid the 
firſt Payment made by the Chamberlain, 
was'in the Year 1660; and that the ſame 
is Part of Mr, Lamb's Gift. I find\it faid, 
that the School, Meadow, Garden, and a 
Piece of Land adjoining was bought of the 
Crown for 205 J. 4s. In 1668. Mr. Law, 
the School- Maſter, was admoniſbed forBreach 
of the 19th School-Law ; and in 1689, the 
Common- Council made Complaint to the 
Mayor and Jurates againſt him for Crimes 
committed by him. He was mer rer 


removed from his Place. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. x. 4 
of the other publick Buildings of this Town. 


AT the Bottom of the High-Street is 
a fair Stone Bridge, built a-croſs 
the Medway, of 7 Arches, It is ſuppoſed, 
with great Probability, that it was firſt built 
by ſome of. the Archbiſhops of Canterbury, 
who, as we have ſeen, were Lords of the 


Manor: However, I don't find any Evi- 


dences at what Time it was erected,” or 
by whom. It was in the Reign of King 
James I. repaired by an Aſſeſſment on the 
Town and Pariſh. 


2. The Croſs, It ſtands in the Centre of 


the four principal Srteers, and appears to 


have been very large; but only a Part of it 


is now remaining, which is handſomely 
covered with Lead, and uſed. for the F:/h- 
Market. It was formerly made uſe of for 


the Corn-Market, before the Upper- Court 
Houſe was built, and then am, calted the 


Corn-Groſs. 

3. The County Goal, juſt by it, is a very 
ancient Stone-Building ; but it is very in- 
conveniently placed in the very Middle of 
the Town, to its great Annoyance, and 


where there can be no Yard or Out- let for 
1 6 


a 
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the confined unhappy Perſons to refreſh 
themſelves by taking the Air. An Act of 
Parliament was therefore lately obtained for 
erecting a Goal in another Part of the Town; 
but the good Deſign has been hitherto not 
executed, through a Difference betwixt the 
Juſtices of the eaſtern and weſtern Diviſion 

Echard's of the County about it. This Priſon was 

Ce fig broken open by Tyler and the Rebels in 

p. 161. Richard the Il d's Reign, A. D. 1381. 

4, 5. The two Court-Houſes. The up- 
per one, was built about the Year 1607, or 
1608, by an Aſſeſſment on the Town, and 
in it is kept the Corn-Market, and (at the 

Aſſizes) the Court of Ny /f. Prius The 
- Rooms above, are uſed for ſetting up Corn 
brought to Market, and not ſold; and for 
keeping the Standard of Weights and Mea- 
ſures, appointed by Act of Parliament. In 
the lower Court-Houle, is kept the Quarter- 
Seſſions for the County, and, at the Aſſizes, 
the Court of Life and Death. Both are 
uſed at the County Elections of the Knights 
of the Shire to take the Votes of the Free- 
holders. 

6. The Town-Hall, It is over the lower 
Court, and was erected, I ſuppoſe, ſoon after 
the Town was firſt Incorporated; and ad- 
joining to it, is the Town- Priſon; 


very 
ſignificantly called by the Name of The 
n 


7. The 
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7. The Water-Conduits. Of theſe, there 
are principally three, which are conſtantly 
ſupplied with good and excellent Water; 
conveyed. in Pipes quite a- croſs the River 
Medway, from a Place called Rocky- Hill, 
in the Vet Borough, at the Charge of the 
Corporation. They are placed very conve- 
niencly for the Service of the Inhabitants: 
One in the upper Part (near the Croſs), ano- 
ther in the lower Part of the High-Town ; 
and a third betwixt them; which is a hand- 
ſome Structure, and ornamental to theTown; 
and on the Top of it is a Clock and Dial, 


Market; for which the Seller pays one 
Penny to the Ringer. 

It is ſaid, that, in the Reign of King 
Charles I. 1624. the Inhabitants of the lower 
Part of the Town, petitioned the Court to 
erect the Conduit, now ſtanding there [near 
the Beer-ringle] at their own Charge: but 
Sir Norton Knatchbull paying 40 J. for de- 
moliſhing a Privy- Houſe ſtanding for pub- 
lick Uſe on the Millbay, the fame was ap- 

ied towards building the Conduit. The 
Goal. Conduit was incloſed with Free-ſtone, 
and lined and covered with Lead A. D. 1645. 


N gere nc r F. 40. 
I 2 CHAP. 


and what is called the #;/b-Be// ; it being 
always rung when Fiſh is juſt brought —4 
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CHAP. XI. 


07 the: Charitable ＋ FM this Te on 


and Pariſh. 1 
V 2 jam Hewit, Gent. A. D. 1 1868 


gave four Marks a Vear to * 


Poor of Pie Town for ever. 


2. Sir Henry Cutts, Knt. A. D. 1602. gave 
31. per annum to the Poor for ever. 

3. Robert Gunſley, Rector of Titſey in 
Surrey, A. D. 1618. gave to this Town one 
Moiety of the Rents and Revenues of the 
Impropriate Rectory of Brode-Hempſtone in 
Devonſhire, to be laid out annually in Bread 
and Cloaths for the Poor ; the Bread to be 


diſtributed every Lord's-day, &c. according 


to the Direction of the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury for the time being. | 


4. Sir John Aſtley, Knt. gave a large Sil. 
ver Flaggon for the Communion-Service in 


the Reign of King Charles J. 


g. Elizabeth Maſon, Widow, A. D. Sos. 
gave a Part of two Meſſuages or Houſes 
for and towards the Maintenance of two 
Maidene or Widows, during Life. 

6. Alexander Fiſher, Gent. A. D. 1670. 
gave thirty - eight Pounds per annum to the 
Corporation, to be employed in binding out 


three Free- Mens Sons to Trades 1 and 


N 
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paying 405. a- piece to four poor Widows 
during Life. 


7. RobertRowland, : a Native of this Town, 
and Citizen, Armourer, and Brazier of Lon- 


don, A. D. 1699. gave to the Pariſh- Church 
a very large and elegant Branch or Sconce 


of Braſs. And by his laſt Will, in 170%. 
he gave to the Corporation 120 Pounds, to 
be lent to twelve young Men, newly out of 


their Time, to forward their ſetting up of 


their Trades, at 10. a- piece, for which 
they are to pay 65s. 8d. per annum Intereſt 


each; amounting in the whole to 4J. which. 


Sum, is to be annually diſpoſed fi in the fol- 
lowing Manner; viz. 
To the Miniſter of = 


for preaching a Sermon every 


Tear on February the Firſt, by en 
Candle-lighlt— 

Reader | „ Das 

—Clerk © "0 " 


Candles to fill the Branch o 3 © 
To the Poor under the CIiꝶ, 
upon the Bridge and over the 


Bridge; near which he was 
born Seer | a 
o the Church-wardens for | 
their Trouble — Fo 2 
4 00 


1 3 | 8. Sir 
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8. Sir John Banks Bart. a Native like- 
wiſe of this Town, and ſeveral times one 
of its Repreſencatives in Parliament, by bis 
laſt Will, ordered to be built fix very neat. 
and convenient Brick Alms- Houſes, and 
endowed them with a yearly Revenue of 
601, clear of all Deductions, for the Ha- 


bitation and Maintenance of fix poor aged 
Perfons, of both Sexes, to be appointed by 


his Heirs. In the Front of the Houſe ap- 
pears this Inſcription: 


W I'D. ; Sod og 

e This Alms-houſe was built in Purſu- 

_ « ance of the laſt Will of Sir John Banks 
of Ailsford, in the County of Kent, 
r oF the 
9. Thomas Bliſs Eſq; a Native alſo, and 
ſeveral times, one of the Members for this 
Corporation, in the Year 1720, built a 


Work-Houſe* for the Poor of this Town and 


It is to be noted that, though it be faid, that he only 
built the Ozt-/fide of the Fabrick, and that the Houſe within 
was finiſhed and fitted up at the Charge of the Town ; yet 
the following Inſcription placed on the Front, ſeems to aſcribe 
the whole to him: and J am well aſſured, he and his Lady, 
expended above 700 Pounds upon it. 


* Ut Pauperes meliori vitæ Regimini Subjiciat, 
Ut Induſtriam potius quam Segnitiem-promoveat 
Ut ab Impensã vix tolerabili (tis tamen 
« Sublevandis Impari) Parochiam exoneret. 
Hoc quod Spectas Ædificium 
« Ex ſingulari Sui Munificentia poſuit. 
Thomas Bliſs Armiger, 
Anno Domini 1720. 


N | Pariſh 
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Pariſh, on a Piece of Ground whereon ſeve- 


ral Pariſh. Houſes had before ſtood. It is a 


large Brick Building, of three Stories high, 


91 Feet in length, 21 in breadth, and has a 


large Kitchen behind, ſuitable to the Houſe 
and Number of Inhabitants. 
10. To the two Charity-Schools of this 


Town, firſt ſet up by the Care and Influence 


of Nr. Joſiah Woodward, in 1711. have the 
following charitable Legacies and Benefacti - 
ons been Siren by well. * Perſons; 
VIZ, 


7, Mrs. Elizabeth Innes, OY 
ter of Mr, Gilbert Innes, the} BN 
late worthy Miniſter of this 
| Pariſh, 1714 I 
2: Jobn Baſſocl, 1717 — 210 0 
4 Mrs. Elizabeth Oare „Widow, 
1726 15 „ 
4. Mrs. Martha Godden gave 
two Pieces of Land of 505. 
er annum for ever, 1721 
5. A Perſon unknown, 1721 10 0 © 


6. Mrs. Mary Henſlow, R 


7. Mrs. MarthaBrown, Widow, 


2898 z 5 
8. Mrs. Sarah Hathy, Widow 10 
of Dr. Griffith Hatly 0 © 


9. The Reverend Mr. Arthur 
Harris of Eaſf- Farley en, 5 


14 10. Mrs. 


y 0 
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12, Fobn Barrington, Gent. 1738 50 O © 
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10. Mrs. Johnſon, Widow, of 
. Rocheſter, in her Lic dne, 50 0 0 
A. D. 1725. gave 


11, Mrs. Judith Azire, Widow, F % „ 
1727 — 


The ſame good and pious Perſon, by his 
laſt Will directed his Executors, William 
Newton, Clerk, and Edward Hunter, after 
his Debts and Legacies, and Funeral Ex- 
pences paid, to diſpoſe of the Surplus of 
his Eſtate (which was only perſonal) in 
the manner following; viz.— To the Re- 
« lief of ſo many poor Families in the ſaid 
« Pariſh of Maidſtone, as his Executors 
e ſhould think had moſt need, not exceeding 


five Pounds in one Family. Purſuant to 


which, there was diſtributed the Sum of 
1841. 3's. 69. beſides eight Pounds directed 
by him to be given to 12 poor Widows, not 
receiving Alms of the Pariſh, in equal Shares 
or Portions. He farther gave 50 Books in- 
titled, The Whole Duty of Man, &c. to the 
ſame Number of ſuch poor Maſters of Fami- 


lies, as his Executors judged moſt likely to 


make à good Uſe of them; with other uſeful 


Books to the Scholars of the Free-Schoo!, 
and Charity-Schools. This (pious and good 


Man died June 24. 1738. and lyes buried 


in the Weſt- end of the Church of Maidſtone, 


near 


AnTiguiTits of HAI D STONE. 


near the Bodies of his Father and Mother, 


as he himſelf directed; aged about 76. 


1. John Bell Eſq; gave ten Pounds 1 
ho Intereſt thereof to be laid our in Bread. 


for the Poor, yearly on Chriſtimas- day. 

12. An unknown Perſon gave a Silver 
Plate for collecting the Offerings at the Holy 
Communion. 


13. Nicholas Toke Eſq; in 1734. gavea 


large Silver Flaggon for the Uſe of the Holy 
Communion. 


14. Mrs. Elizabeth Blechenden | in 1734, 


gave a Silver Diſh for the ſame Uſe. 


- 15, In the large and commodious veſtry 
of the Church, is a large and uſeful Paro- 
chial Library: This was begun many Years 
ago, but was lately much augmented by a 
valuable Collection of Books, which that 
publick - ſpirited Man, Dr. Thomas. Bray, 
late perpetual Curate of the Church of 
St. Botolph's Aldgate, ordered to be ſold for 


gol. on Aſſurance given of their being placed 


in ſome Town-Corporate i in South-Britain, 

for a Parochial Library. By the Care and 
Application of the Reverend Mr. Samuel 
Meller, Curate of this Pariſh, was this Sum 
raiſed, by the voluntary Subſcriptions of the 
Gentlemen and Clergy. of Maidſtone, and 
the 2 about it, who deſerve to be all 
| remem- 
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' Mr. Smith Miniſter of Chart 


Sir Philip Boteler, Baronet 
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remembered for this good Work ; and there- 


fore I here add 


4 LI ST of the SUBSCRIBERS Names for the 
Parochial Library, in the Order e 


they ſubſcribed. 


Mr. Waterhouſe Rector of Langley 
William Hor ſemanden-Turner, Eſq; 


Nicholas Joe Gent. — 
Mr. Muriell Miniſter of Debtling. 
Mr. Waluyn, Maſter of the 
Grammar-School of Maidftmes 
Mr. Facomb Miniſter of Marden 
Mr. Allen Miniſter of Muſton 


Lord Fairfax 
Samuel Fullagar, Gent — 
Nobert Lacy, Gent. 
Mr. Diodatus Bye, Clerk I 


b 


3 88 -o Dd = N „„ e . 5 2 


Honourable Yobn Huch, Efq; „5 
Mr. Samuel Duke, Surgeon — 


+ DO „ „ 


Mr. Davis, Miniſter of 2 Farley 1 
Sir Walter Roberts, Baronet —— 2 
Fohn Greenbill, Gente” 1 
Mr. Barrell, Miniſter of Boxley 2 
George Faunce, Elgzj— — 1 
Mr. Join Fuller: Miniſter of Talden 1 
Sir Robert Furnes, Baronet =—— 2 


I 
Mr. — 


Y 
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, | $ y | J. a 3. ä 4. 
Mr. — Bromfield —— 1 10 
Lady Thompſon 4 4 © 
Mr. Fray Miniſter of Den. 0 


dington | 
Mr. Samuel Weller [beſides inci- = 10 


dental Expences in tranſact- 
ing this Affair] 


In 1736, was a Catalogue of theſe Books, 


| Fobn Lewis, Miniſter of 1 in "" 
County. | 


CHA . XII. | 
Per ſons of Note of this Town. 


1 OW here I will firſt juſt mention 

ſeveral Perſons, who ſeem to have 
; derived their Names from this Town; it 
being very common among the Saxons to 


take their Sirnames from the Places where yenegans 
they were born or inhabited. Zambard, Antiqui- 


among the Noted Writers in Kent, reckons" * 


Radulpbus Maydeſtone, and Richard Maydes;,..” 


taken and printed, by the Reverend Mr. 


wt. 


Ty 


fone, A. D. 13 558 * Edwardus Rex dedit li- ation * 
| ent. 


© or he Poe: A.D. 1317. 
3 p. 365. 
centiam 
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centiam appropriandi de obann⸗ Ellys | 
et Willielmo — 1 Acram et 1 rodam 
in Selling. 
William Maydeſtane is ſaid to be Abbot of 
_ of Feverſham —— And Walter de res wo 
ſham Ab- was one of the Monks of that Abbey, A. D. 
bey, p. 14. 1367. and afterwards was admitted into the 
Priory of the Holy Trinity, or Chriſt Church 
Canterbury. 
© Thomas de Maydeſione, was a Canon of 
the Priory of Leeds near this Place, A. D. 
1397. This Name occurs in a Bull of Pope 
Boni face IX. where he is mentioned as one 
of that Houſe, who in company. of the 
Prior and two other of the Canons, &c. 
laid violent hands on Friar Jobn de Stapley, 
a Monk of the Abbey of St. Albans. 
William de Maydeſtone, being ſent by 
King Edward I. to the Court of Rome with 
certain Inſtruments and Ons, died in 
his Journey. | 
Weever lays, chat there was a Monument 
at Ulcombe in this County, with this Inſcrip- 
tion; Here lyeth William de Mas None, 
_—. who died April 8. 1429. 
| 5 — de Maydeſtone. He was a Prieſt, 
10 and a Tranſeriber or Copier of the Diretto- 
rium Sacerdotum, or the Ordinal, accordi 
to the Uſe of Sarum: ; at the end of which 
he wrote, Mementote mei peccatoris Scrip- 
toris tocius hujus Ordinalis, Clementis Mayde- 
ſtone facerdotis, Caxton's Life, p. 3. 
| II. Next 
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II. Next to theſe, I ſhall take notice of 

the Perſons martyred and deſtroyed here, 
under the Papal Tyranny, for the Proteſtant 
Religion. DF ve 
Edward Walker of Maidſtone.” He was pox, 
by Trade a Cutler, and was burnt in the 7. x 
Reign of King Henry VIII. A. D. 19 11. % . 
Thomas Hytton, $36 Account * «him aa 
has been given before, p. 62. In Tindal's 
Book againſt Fiſher, It 1s ſaid, that he. was Ibid. 
a Preacher at Maidſtone, whom the Arch- 5. 211. 
biſhop of Canterbury, William Warbam, and 
the Biſhop of Rocheſter, Fobn Fiſher, kept 

long in Priſon, and tormented with ſundry 
Torments. As he ftood in ſome relation to 

this Town, which he was driven from, on 
account of his Opinions in Religion, ſo he 
ſeems to have been to viſit his Friends here, 

and to be taken up at Graveſend, as he was 
returning beyond Sea ; and nothing being 

able to ſhake his Conſtancy, he was burnt 

at Maidſtone, A. D. 1530, or 31.. : 
Malter Appleby, Petronil Appleby his 
Wife, and John Manning's Wite, of this Fox, 
Town, together with Fobn Bradbridge of, II. 
| Stapleburſt, Edmund Allen * of Prittenden,” n 


Upon the Commitment of this Man to Goal, the Pro- 
ſecutors went to his Houſe and took a Bag of Money which 
they carryed away, and converted to their own Uſe ; but in 
the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 1542. they were obliged to 
refund the Money to Allens Executors. Strype's Annals —— 
P. 336. * 45 q | by 
Catherine 


* 


126 


Te HTSTO RT 
Catherine his Wife, and one Elizabeth, a 
blind Maiden, were all burnt here in the 


ſecond Year of Queen Mary, June 19. 
1554. They were proſecuted by Harp/- 


field, Archdeacon of Canterbury, Thornton, 


Suffragan of Dover, and Sir Fohn Baker of 
Siſingberſt, and others; and burnt in a Place 
called the King's Mead, or (as it is now call- 
ed) the Meadow, lying between the Free- 
Schvol and the River Medway. Father Par- 


ſons fays, © that Allen was the Captain of 


<c' theſe, and diſputed both with Sir Fob: 
tc Baker and other learned Men *; and that 
« his, and Appleby's Wife, were no leſs 
* obſtinate than their Huſbands, to burn 
re for their ſeveral Opinions,” At the burn- 
ing of theſe good Perſons, Day, the Curate 
of the Town, preached in a moſt bitter and 
uncharitable manner ; reviling them, and 
charging them with being guilty of Arian- 
n, Anabaptiſm, &c. and this, and the like, 


he ſaid the next Lord's-day, in the Pulpit. 


I or, 
F, al.” II. 


þ. 324, 


But it was proved upon him to be a falſe 


and injurious Charge, 


Several Perſons beſides theſe, Inhabitants 


of this Town, were burnt on the ſame Ac- 
count, though gther Places were the Scenes 


of their Sufferings. Fobn Newman, a Pew- 


wo Priefis of his Neighbourhood, viz. Fobs Taylor 


ef Frittenden, and Thomas Handen of Stapleburſt. See 5. 43- 


rerer 
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terer of Maidſtone, is ſaid to be burnt at | 
Saffron-Walden in Eſſex, the laſt of Auguſt, 

I 
Porrich Packington, and John Deny, 
Gent. both Inhabitants of this Place, / Fox, 
whence they had been driven by the F vy, 4 1 4 
of their Perſecutors, were burnt at Ux-* 
bridge, Auguſt 8. 1555. This laſt ſeems 
evidently to have been one of the Jurates 
of this Town, by the Charter of King Ed- 
ward VI. and his Name appears alſo 3 A the 
Liſt of the Perſons appointed to. make fale 
of ſome of the Church Goods of Mazdſtone, 
in order to the founding of the Free- School. 


The following Account (in ſubſtance) i Is 2 
of tao of theſe e by Mr. Fox. 


80 Jobn Denthy, of Maidſtone i in Kent, Gen- 
tleman, going to viſit ſome of his godly 
er Friends in Eſex, was apprehended by 
«© Mr, Tyrrel, a Juſtice of the Peace of the 
* County of Effex, on Suſpicion of his be- 
© ing an Hererick ; and being ſearched, and 
< the Confeflion of his Faith found upon 
* him in Writing, was ſent to the Queen's 
« Commiſſioners, with a Letter, declaring 
the Cauſe of his Apprehenſion. 
« Mr, Tyrrel ſets forth in his Letter, That 

« as ſoon as he ſaw him, he ſuſpected him; 


1 e examining and ſearching him, 
<5 - he 


be HTS T ORT 
& he found upon him a certain written Pa- 
< per, containing the Articles of his Faith ; 
4 on Account of which he had fled from his 


% Home. That he therefore had ſent him 


to the Queen's Commiſſioners to be tried, 


To e ſo that his Lewdneſs night be thoroughly 
ce known. 


. x : 
& 


eu Conſeſſion, -which was un on 
< Mr. Denly, confiſted of Articles relating 
© tg the Lord s Supper; which he main- 
* tained with great Reſolution, diſputing 
« againſt the abſurd Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ce ſtantiation, and at length reſiſting it unto 
« Blood; when he received this particular 


Grace from God, that he was joyful even 


* jn the Midſt of che Terrors of Death, and 
« ſung a Pſalm when the Flames raged a- 


« bout him: And though he was interrupted 


« by a Wretch, that caſt a Faggot at him, 


ec which hurt him, and drew Blood Fam 


« his Face, (upon which Dr. Story jeered, 


« and ſaid to the Man that caſt the Faggor, 


That he had marred a good old Song) yet 
c he ſoon raiſed himſelf again, and ſpread 

c Abroad his Hands, and proceeded. in ſing- 
*« ging the Palm, till his joyful Soul took 
«-Flight to the Manſions of the Bleſſed, 
« there to fin 8 Hallelujahs for ever and 


* ever. 


Mr. Jobn 
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« Mr. Jobn Newman, a Pewterer of 
* Maidftone, who accompanied Mr. _—_ 
into Efex, and was apprehended wit 
him, was as the ſame Time PEP 
* the Commiſſioners. 

« He with che ſame Spirit as Mr. 
« Denly, 
Strength 


, making à Defence not only for 


© himſelf, bac for all Proteſtants z and ſhew- 
ing, that he had not embraced his Neli- 
and without Examination. 
% the Reader will here fee che Tenor of 


of 


cc 


ion ta 


his Plea. 
Ae ſays, Thar during the Reign 
King Edward, he was daily inſtructed by 
E continual Sermons, made by ſuch Preach- 


vertuous Living, were commended by all 
« Men, 


gations of God's Word, that there was no 


Tranſulſdantiation, nor Corporat Preſence in 
'the Sacrament, Their Dratrine was not be- 
lioved by as on a fudden, but by their con- 


tinuat Preaching, as alſo by continual Prayer, 


which we offered unto God that we might not 
be decerved ; but if their Doctrine wars true, 
that God would inc line oun Hearts ta recefot 
it'; er if it were not true, that God, rhroagh 
brs ** men An preferve am for- 


tifie 


and with uncommon Wifdom and 


© ers, whoſe Faich, Wiſdom, Learning, and 


| Theſe Preachers (faith he) taught ns E. 
gently a long Time, N us Ky, the Alle 
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* 


giveth it. 
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tifie us. againſt the Errors. of it ; we were 
convinced, through mature Deliberation, with 


| the Concurrence and joint Belief of our Friends, 


that their Labour was ſupported by the Word 
of God, and that their Doctrine bore a firitt 
Agreement with it ; ſo that we embraced, and 
received it, as a very infallible Truth, for 


the Space of ſeven Years. Wherefore, until 


ſuch Times as our Conſciences are otherwiſe 


taught. and inſtructed by God's Word, we 
cannot, with Safety of our Conſciences, re- 
nounce it, or pay Obedience to the Laws of 


Queen's merciful Highneſs, neither yet her 


moſt honourable Council, will, in a Matter of 
Faith, uſe Compulfion, or Violence: Becauſe 
Faitb is the Gift of God, and cometh not of 


Man, neither of Man's Laws, neither when 
Men require it, but at ſuch Times as God 

« Such was the Seriouſneſs and Wiſdom 
* of his Apology : But alas! ir availed no- 
*.thing. As the Proceſs againſt him was 
* carried on by Popiſh Perſecutors, the So- 


< lidity of his Reaſoning and Piety, did but 


© increaſe their Rage; they were not to be 
e pacified, but by putting him to a cruel 
Death; and ſo he was led to the Stake at 


Saffron- Walden, on the laſt of Auguſt, 


© 1555, Where he ſuffered the Torment of 


_ that Church, which the Realm is at preſent. 
ſubjet to. And we truſt in God, that the 


© 


4 Perſons of Note that were of this Place. 
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© the Flames with immoveable Conſtancy, : 


Tas Mr. Denly had done before him at Ux- 
bridge, on the 8th of the ſame Month.” 


William Mynge is ſaid by Mr. Fox, to 
have died in the Priſon at Maidſtone in the 

Month of July, 1555. being there in Bonds 
for Religion. But whether he otherwiſe 
was of t is Town, I know not. 


III. We may now mention ſome. other 


Fobn Piers was Rector of the Church of 
St. Alphage the Martyr, in the City of Can- 
terbury ; where is a Monument erected for 


him, with this ] nſcription : : | 2 

In Maydſtone natus, jacet hic Joh. Piers vocitatus Soma t i 
« Eccleſiz Rector Alphegi Martyris almi. * | | 
* Cujus protector ſit Deus Omnipotens | Canter- | 
« Quilegis hæc omnia pro te pro teque labora, Sr cules. 
« Sic tibi proficies & amicus tu mihi fies 3.68. 


Cum ſeris a tergo fator es imparvidus ergo. 


Stow mentions a Monument in St. Dianis Survey of 
Back-Church, London, for Henry Travers, "> mk 
of Maydſtone in Kent, an eminent Merchant, 
wy CLASH 27 1M] 


= Fobn Jenbins of this Town, was highly woods 
valued and admired, not only in England, Fall 

but beyond the Seas, for his excellent Com- 322. 
ofitions in Muſick ; eſpecially for Fancies. 

Fre was nd vere | 

K 2 George 
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Wood's George Swinock, A. M. Son of Robert 
_ Sw inock, a moſt zealous Puritan af this 
70. II. Town, was an eminent Preacher and Wri- 
7. 522. ter among the Presbyterians. He was, it is 
faid, Educated at Cambridge, and from. 
thence removed to Oxford, where he Was 
choſen Fellow of Baliol College, and after- 
. wards became Vicar of Great Kimbel in, 
Calamy's Bucks, from whence he was ejected for Non- 
A of the conformity. In 1671. he came to his na- 
Miniſters, tive Town of Maidflone ; where he was 
# 104 choſen Paſtor to a Diſſenting n ; 
and dying there, November 10. 1673. w 
buried in the Church of that Pariſh, His 
Father, Robert Swinacł, purchaſed the Ad- 
vowſon of the Church of Otham, about 
three Miles diſtant from Maidſtone, merely 
to accommodate the puritanical People of 
that Town, with a Miniſter of the fame 
Turn, whom they might occaſionally at- 
tend, without too much Inconvenience, and, 
for that Purpoſe, preſented Thomas Wilſon 
before mentioned; whoſe Life was written 
by this Mr. George Swinock ;, who was a 
great Admirer of him. 
Edward Newton, A. M. he Son of Las- | 
rence Newton, another moſt zealous Puri- 
tan of this Town, was born here A. D. 1627. 
His Father and he were great Admirers of 
Mr. Wilſon, and. uſed often to go to hear 
him at Otham, He was Educated at Balioi 
College 


+ AnTrquitits ef MAI D STONE. 


College in Oxon, of which he was after- 


wards choſen Fellow. He married one of 
the Daughters of Mr. Benjamin Pickering, 
who was Rector of St. Anne's in Lewes, and 
of Soutbern, alias Southover St. Fobn's, and 
in 1643. named one of the Aſſembly of Di- 


vines; who, having accepted of the Rectory 
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of Eaft-Hoatly (ory as ic is called in the Ja- 


lor, Eaft-Haieſhley) Mr. Newton ſucceeded 


him at Dees, &c. where he was ejected 


for his Non-conformity, in 1662, He was 


very eminent for his Moderation; and, up- 3, Ch. 
on that account, much eſteemed both by my's Ac. 
the Clergy and the People of rhe Eſtabliſhed count, 
Church: before the Reſtoration he was? 673. 


valued, and attended on, even by the Royal- 


1ſt. He was invited to Maidſtane, by the 
Diſſenters of that Place, after the Indul- 


gence ; but he choſe rather to continue alt 


Lewes, in which Town he exerciſed his 
Miniſtry above 50 Years, He was a Man 
of good Parts and Learning; very regular 
and inoffenſive in all his Converſation ; and 
eſteemed a ſerious uſeful Preacher ®. He 
died at Lewes, Fanuary 23. 17:4. aged 85. 
IV. As I have endeavoured to preſerve 
the Memory of many good and worthy 
Men, who are an Honour to the Place of 
my Nativity; { 1 may, 1 hope, be excuſed 
This Gentleman, being my near Relation, I muſt, in 


Gratitude, on my Obligations to him, in my youpger 
Year. V. N. a 
aon. K 3 1 
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in not quite neglecting two or three Per- 
ſons, of a contrary Character; of whom 1 
would give ſome Account by way of hiſto- 

rical Narration only. 
I The firſt of theſe ſhall be Richard Mayſter, 
Wood's Or Maſter. He was a Native of this Town, 
Faſti,, and Rector of Aldington near Romney-Marſs, 
7. 21. Where he was much concerned in the Matter 
of Elizabeth Barton, called the Holy Maid 
fe Bi*þ Kent, for which he was hanged at Tyburn 
Hiſtory of A. D. 1534. But he is ſaid to have been 
=> rb before B. D. Proctor of the Univerſity of 
Ye. I. Cambridge, Fellow of King's College, and 
2. 146. to have been eſteemed an excellent Philo- 
Andrew Broughton, was an Attorney of 
this Town; bur whether a Native, or only 
an Inhabitant, I cannot tell. In the Liſt 
| Harris of the Gentlemen of Kent, is Broughton of 
_ * Mardflone. He was by an Order of the 
Painted Chamber, dated Fanuary 10. 1648.“ 
appointed one of the Clerks of the infa- 


* « Mercurii 10. 1648. Andrew Broughton was named 

* and appointed one of the Clerks of this Court, with Jabs 
«© Phelps, —— And a Meſſenger of the Court was ſent to 
ſummons, the ſaid Mr. Broughton. State Trials, Vol. I. p. 535. 
«© Fanuary 13. 1648. Mr. Andrew Broughton attended ac- 
* cording to former Order; and it w 3 again or- 
e dered, That Andrew Broughton, and Fobn Phelps, Gentle: 
«© men, be, and they are hereby appointed and conſtituted, 
* Clerks of the faid Court, and enjoined to give their At- 

4 tendance from time to time accordingly.” SB 


mous 
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mous High Court of Juſtice, and read the 
' FSentence againſt King Charles I. He built 
himſelf here in Earl. Street, a large hand- 
ſome Houſe | now uſed for a Boarding- 


School] which, it is ſaid, he did ſoon after 


the King's Murder, with the Reward he 
had for the infamous Piece of Service which 
he did in relation to it. In this Houſe he 
lived 'till the Reſtoration of King Charles II. 


Upon this Man's Return from London, ſome 
time after the King's Trial, &c. he attended 
(as he uſed to do) the Publick Worſhip then 
miniſtred by Wilſon, a zealous Presbyterian: 
who, in one of his Sermons, inveighed a- 


gainſt the King's Murder, and ſaid, among 


other things © that David's Heart ſmote | 


© him, when he only cut off the Skirt of 
© Saul's Garment, bur Men dared now a- 
* days to cut off the Head of a King with- 
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out Remorſe. On hearing this, Brough» + N Pac 
ton roſe from his Seat, and went out of the /age I b 
Church; which Wilſon ſeeing, obſerved to, 

the Congregation, that when the Word of Gentleman 
God comes home to a Man, it makes him flyY. en 

for it. After this publick Affront, Brough- mar thiry 
ton never came any more to Church, but 7% ae 


"IP Though there were tas Clerks, it appears from the Tri - 


als of the Regicides, 8vo. p. 125, 129. that Broughton was the 
Man, who read both the Charge or Impeachment, [Exhibited 
by Cook the es ef and the e in Parch- 
ment ;] after the Reading of which by Broughton, the whole 
Court ſtood up, to expreſs their Conſent to it. 

10 oft; (1 4 WG procured 
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procured an ent Miniſter, one Fo- 


8 ſepb Whifton, who officiated in the Free- 


34 "School, and on bis Patron's Flight, in 1660. 


is put removed from hence, and went at laſt to 
— 1 Lewes in Suſſex, where he died 1690. 
ejected Broughton was rewarded by the People 
„in Power with ſeveral | Places in the 
Tenn, way af his Profeſſin : And when King 
P. 375- Charles II. was proclaimed King, at Maid- 
ſame M;- Mone, he attended the Solemnity 3 but is 
fake free ſaid to have a Horſe ready at the Star- Inn, 
2277 : Which he immediately mounted, and rode 
off, no body knew whither. But it after. 
Tudlow's awards appeared, that he, with others of 
vol. III the Regicides, Ludlow, Say, Briſcoe, Deady 
b. 15, &c. ( Setjsant to the High Court of Fuſttce, as it 
was falſely called) Berbel, Lie, &c. re- 
tired, or went abroad to Yevay in Suit zer- 
land; where he died, as the Latin In- 


ſcription on his Tomb informs us, of the 


* n 1649. Ordered 115 the Commons ] that Mr. 
% Broughton be Clerk of the Upper Bench in the Place of 
% Mr. Af, he being made a judge. Whitheck's Memorials, 
P. 387. © An Act for Mr. Broughton to be Coroner. of the 

d r Bench.” And in 95 he appears to be Clerk to 
the Court that tried Fohn Lilbaurm ; State Trials, p. 600. 


and Clerk to the Upper Bench, p. 737. | 
In the Burghmore-Book it is ſaid, that Andrew Brough- 
tan in 1648. bought, or ordered the Mace to be made, which 
_ colt 50 %. probably this was a new Mace, without the King's 
Arms —— And being Mayor in the Year 1659. he was 3+ 
word Trom 5b Olkce, far being concerned in the Murder 
of Charles I. „ | 


Diſtemper 


* 


WW 


- 


* 
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Diſtemper of Old Age alone, Feb. 23. 1687. 
being then 8. en, 


* 9 40 Depoſitorium + — 
« Andrea Broughton Armigeri Anglican) MayailS8%%s Addiſon's 
«© in Comitatu Cantii ubi bis prætor Urbanus. Digna- Travels, 

etiam fait ſententiam Regis Regum 2 p. 3857. 


„ tuſque 


am ob Cauſam-expulſus pete fab peregrinatione Ai. 2. 
ectus requieſcens a 


i * ejus finita, ſolo ſenectutis morbo 1718. 
- 4, laboribus ſais in Domino obdormivit, 23 die Feb. | 
a % A. D. 4687. ætatis ſuæ 84. „ rar 5 
Thomas T 6 5, Son of Thomas Ta- 

ham of Maidſtone in Kent, was admitted 
Batchelor of Phyſick at Oxford 1648. He 


was Surgeon to Fairfax, Gent. of the Par- 


liament Army, and a bitter Enemy to King 
Charles I. to whoſe Body, after his Decol- 
lation, he put his Hand to open and Em- Herbert, 
balm ; and when that was done, he ſewed "5 
his Head to his Body; and that being done * 
alſo, he 1 and inſolently faid to the 
Company, that he had ſewed on the Head of Woad' 


2 Gooſe. Afterwards, he was Surgeon to Fa, ® 


Pol. Il. 
Cromwell at Worceſter Fight; was a great. 85. 


Man among his Party; and got what he 


| pleaſed®, At the Reſtoration, he retired 


* frapham was appointed one of the Commiſſioners for 
ejecting Scandalous Miniſters, &c. in the County of Berks, 
and as ſuch I find he ated among them at the Trial of Jabn 
Pordage, Clerk, Novem. 2. 1654. which he, in his Narrative, 
takes notice of in theſe Words—— One Mr. Trapham, a 
« n and Commiſſioner, began to be very rough and 
«c pretting upon me, to give in my Anſwer, and haye it with 
them. State Trials, Vol. I. p. 762. 


to 


We 
* 


© 
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to Abington in Bucks, practiſed among the 
Brethren, and dying an abſolute Bigot for 
N 22 was buried there, December 29. 
1683. 

Black Tri- In the Account of the Preparatory Pro- 
buna,  ceedings of the High Court of Fuſtice, we 
#19 find one Thomas Read of Maidſſone in Kent, 
—_—_ who is there called Gentleman, was ex- 
3. 355. amined as a Witneſs againſt the King; 
where he depoſes, That preſently after 
<« the laying down of Arms in Cornwall be- 
te tween Leſtitbiel and Foy, in or about the 
te latter end of the Month of Auguſt, or 
te the beginning of September, 1644. he 
« ſaw the King in the Head of a Guard of 

RN - EET. 
Wood, Jobn Bradſhaw, Son of Alban Bradſhaw*, 
%, of Maidſtone in Kent, was born there, ad- 
#: 1934 mittted Scholar of Corpus Chriſti College, 
Abril 20. 1674. whence he was expelled in 
1677. for Robbing and endeavouring to 
Murder one of the Fellows, who had been 
his Patron and Benefactor. Of this Fact, 
he was convicted, and condemned to die ; 
but afterwards reprieved and pardoned. He 
was a perfect Atheiſt and Debauchee. ad 


LT 


He was an Attorney, and Clerk to Lambard Godfrey, Eſq; 
vide Or- Who was Recorder of Maidſſone before the Reſtoration, and 
dinance, 2 one of the Commiſſioners for the County of Kent, 
Fc. A. P. for the ejecting of ſcandalous, ignorant and inſufficient Mi- 
1654. niſters and School · Maſters. 75 ya. | 


> IS 


omnia, 


ao, 
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omnia, and retiring to his own Country, . 
taught a petty School, turned Quater, and 

was a Preacher among them. He wrote 

and publiſhed a Pamphlet intitled, The 
Jeſuits countermined ; or an Account of a 

New Plot, 1679. But, when King James 

came to the Crown, he turned Papiſt. 

What became of him afterwards, I never 
heard; nor is it worth the while to en- 
quire. a et 


CHAP, XIII 


Same Hiſtorical Matters, relating to this - 
7 Town. 


— - 


A NNO 1114. Fluvius qui dicitur Mede- 

I way per nonnulla miliaria ſexto Idus 

Ocrobris ita a ſe dejecit, ut in medio alveo 

ſui etiam parviſſime naves elabi aliquatenus 

non poſſent. R. de Hoveden Annal. pars 
n 

Ea 5 us, that A. D. 1206. about John 

this Town was a Monſter ſtricken with _ * 

Lightning, who had an Head like an Afs, of Eng- 

2 Belly like a Man, and all other Parts far und 46 
different from any known Creature ; but“ 

not approachable nigh unto by reaſon of its 

Stench. N 


. 
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Jobn Morton Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
by his laſt Will, dated Fare 16. 1500. gave 


Part II. his Lande, included within the Park of the 
2-174 Mote near Maydeftone, and the Mill, to his 


Succeſlors the Archbiſhops for ever, on this 
Condition, That they pay to the Prioriſt 
and her Fellow-Nuns of the Priory of St. 
chres near Canterbury, eight Marks for 
one Chaplain to celebrate within the ſame 
Priory, according to the Foundation of a 
Chantry founded in the ſame Priory by Ma- 
ſter Fohn de Bourn, Rector of the Church 
of Frankenham in the Time of — 
of Vitteſey. 
Henry Cniſton, or Knighton, a Canon of 
Liicefter i in King Richard the Ild's Reign, 
tells us of one John Ball, a Prieſt, who 
was impriſoned in the Goal of this Town, 
A. D. 1381, for preaching ſeditiouſly; ; and 
ritotouſly taken from thence by Wat Tyler * 
of Dartfard, and his rebellious Companions, 
and made their Chaplain and Field-preacher. 
Buy his being thus tavoured and reſcued by 
Wat Tyler and his Fellow-Rebels, one would 
think Ball had concerned himſelf with the 
late Poll-Tax, which was ſo odious to the 
Common People, and had occaſioned this 
Rebelling,. and done what he could by his 


wh Waaver and Kiburne fay, tas 57 was an Inhabitant | 
of Maidfone ; but it is generally agreed that he came hither 
rom Dariferd. 


1 
* 


Preaching 
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Preaching to encreaſe their Fears, and con- 


firm their Jealouſies. But, Knighton ives de event. 
this Character of him, that be was a Chap- — Al 
lain or Curate, or unbeneficed, and reckoned 1 


by the Lait a moſt famous Preacher z that 
for many Years. paſt he had fooliſhly diſ- 
perſed the Word of God, by mingling Taxes. 
Ek yd ory a Wen to 
e the People, and very greatly deroga- 
ting from the Tons of © the Eccleſiaſtical 
Law and State; that he curſedly introduced 
many Errors into the Church of Cbriſ a- 


mong the Clergy and Laity, and ſo for many 


Years. darkened the Province; for which 
Cauſe he was tried by the Clergy, and legal- 
ly convicted, and condemned to perperual 

mpriſonment in the Goal of Maiqdſlone: but, 


that the Populacy broke the Priſon and took. 


him aut, and made him go with them, pro- 
poſing to advance him ta the Archbiſhaprick, 
of Canterbury. But inſtead of that, Ball 


met with, quite a different Recompence far. 2644 


1 


his Pains and Trouble; for being taken at. 


Coventry, after Tyler's Defeat, he was car., 


e ; ... ...... 4. at 
- Knighton, out of Hatred of Dr. Jabn 
icli, ſtiles this Ball his Forerunner, as 
John Baptiſt was of Chriſt. Far, ſays he, 
ee he prepared his Ways by ſuch Opinions, 


<« and troubled a great many with his De- c 2655. 


cc ctrine, 


* 9 
— . — — — — a Hg ts 
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- „Ane. and was the Premeditator of b 
eſtiferous Invention, the ſtrong Cutter- 
7 « afunder or Divider of Eccleſiaſtical Uni- 
, the Stirrer-up of Diſcords betwixt the 
4 .* and Laity, the indefatigable Tower 
« of unlawful OS and Diſturber of 
« Chrift's Church.” 
In the Year 1567. one Faithful Cummin, 


and Fire- a Frier of the Order of St Dominick, came 


to the Maidenbead-Inn i in this Town, then 


kept 17 one Nicholas Draper, who kept 
and lie wi a Cook's Shop, and beſpoke a Din- 


= 5 ner for himſelf and his Company that came 


with him. He affected to be thought a 
zealous Puritan, and was much admired 
and followed for his Piety and frequent 
Prayer, which was accompanied with fre- 
quent Groaning and Plenty of Tears, and 
which he would continue for two Hours to- 
gether. In his Sermons he would inbeigh 
moſt bitterly againſt Pian Quintus, —3 
Pope, againſt ſet Forms of Prayer, and 

rticularly the Common · Prayer of the 

hurch of England, which he uſed to call 
the Engliſh Maſs. | This, as he told the 
Pope (and was but too true) ſo much took 
with the People, that the Church of Eng- 
Jand was become as odious to thoſe 62 
had him in ſo much Admiration as to think 
him an Heavenly Man, and acted by God's 


T7 Holy Spirit, as the ma is to the Church of 
725 — 
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England itſelf. He likewiſe taught his de- 
luded Followers, to pray ſpiritually, as he 
called it, and extempore. But being detect- 
ed, he found means to eſcape and go be- 
yond Sea, where going to Rome, and being 
admitted to the Pope, he was commended 
by him for the Service he had done, and 
bad a Preſent made him of 2000 ,Ducats as 
a Rewardof it. Toon nd 
In 1648. was projected an Aſſociation of 
ſeveral of the * Counties of England' and 
Wales to reſcue the King, and deliver him 
from the Power. of the Parliament Army; 
for which Purpoſe they choſe this Motto 
for their Colours, REGIS ET POPULI 9 
LIBERTATEM I. Among theſe was the ve 
the County of Kent: They propoſed firſt King and 
to proceed by way of Petition to the Parlia-* _ | 
ment, repreſenting 'their Grievances, and — 
their Defires of Redreſs. And a Petition tion, &. | 
for that Purpoſe was drawn and ſigned at & M. C. s | 
the Seſſions held at Canterbury May 11. | 
„Kent, Eſex, Suffolk, No orrmwall, Yorkfbire, 4 | 
SR tes 
North and South-Wales, Surry, Efſex, and the Sea-Coaſts of 
Hant-/ſopire, Multis Nobilibus Hollande ſcilicet Comite, Duce 
Buckinghamiz, &c. — canviis—ſe conjugentibus. Deficiunt, 
eodem erga Regem commiſerationis æſtu delati, Nautz, nec 
non ſeptendecim, plus minus, Naves in principis Caroli (ex- 


— in litus Thalaſtiarcha Rainſboris Democratico) eliente- 
am concedunt. Scoti etiam Regi turpiter captivo in liberta- 


tem et dignitatem aſſerendo arma expediunt, idque ſui De- 
. creto parliamenti. Geo. Batii Elenchus Mortuum, &c. p. 168, 


169. edit. 1661. 
7 1648. 
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1648. intitled, The bumble Petition of the 


and Commo 
This was — . 


the County of Rent. 


the contrary Party, a ſeditious Attempt j 


and thoſe intruſted wich the Government 
of this County, uſed their Endeavouts to 
ſuppreſs, and hinder the Proſecution of tr. 


For this End, an Order was publifhed by 


the Depty-Lieutenants, Sc. made at their 
at Maidftone, May 16. 
x648. requiring all Perſons not to concern 


themſelves in ſigning or preſenting any ſuch 


Petition, and the Miniſters of all Sake to 


read this their Order to their ſeveral Congre- 
gations the next Lard . Day following. This 


| ferved only farther to excite them to profe- 
cute their Deſign, and to provide a ſuffiei- 


ent Force for their own Defence. The 


Gentry, Sc. then actually took up Arms of 
a thouſand Horſe, and five or fix thouſand 
Foot, and choſe for their General Edward 

_ Hales, Eſq; and for their Lieutenant- Genera 


Sir. Thomas Peyton, Baronet. To oppoſe 
this little Army, the Parliament's General, 


; Fairfax, was preſently ordered, with whom 
the Kenti/h Gentlemen, finding themſelves 


ions of Aſſiſt- 
defired a 


diſappointed in their Expectati- 


ance from the other Co 


Treaty, but were refuſed. After this ſome 
Skirmiſhes happened betwixt the two Ar- 


mies, in which the Kentiſh-Men behaved 
them- 


AnTiqQuiTies of MAI DSTO NE. 
themſelves with great Courage and Reſolu- 
tion. Fairfax with four Regiments of 
Horſe and three of Foot, with ſome other 
Troo s, marched to Eltham, where they 
lay in the Fields all Night. Next Day they 
rendezvouzed on Crawford-Heath, and from 
thence marched through Dartford to attack 
the Kentiſh Forces, who had fortified and 
barricaded the Bridge at North-Fleet, and 
were prepared to defend it with about 600 


with great Bravery with his veteran Soldiers 
_ the K2nti/h-men who were newly raiſed, 
almoſt untrained, gave way, and fled for it. 


* 


Hyshands, after this Defeat of them, march- 
ed forwards till he came three Miles beyond 
Graveſend, 'where he received Orders tio 


8570 to Malling, where the reſt of the 
Parliament Army was quartered. Farrfax 
then with his whole Army marched toward 


Maidſtone; where about 1000 Horſe and 
Foot, commanded by Sir J. Mayney and 


Sir William Brockman, and, finding the Ri- 
ver but ſlightly guarded about Farley-Bridge, 
two Miles from the Town, he eaſily got 
over, and with a ſtrong Party fell upon the 
Town, ere they who were in it were ſcarce 
alarmed, or knew any thing of their ap- 
proaching it. At the Entrance of the Town, 
near the Place where the Work-hauſe now 
ſtands, - were ſome light Fortifications caft 
BE; E | up, 


Ar en. But here Husbands charging them 
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de Her. up, ſome Remains of which were to be 
bows oe ſeen not many Years ago, but theſe gave 
1the two them very little Interruption, ſo that about 
ne” ſeven a-clock in the Evening they began to 
- Charles I. attack the Town. On expectation of this, 
7.5. the Streets and Houſes had been all lined 

N by Sir Jobn Mayney's and Sir William Brock- 
man's Regiment, and Caſe-ſhot placed in 

every Street, from which Fairfax and his 
Forces met with ſuch reſolute Oppoſition, 

that they were forced to gain every Street 

Inch by Inch, and the Engagement held 

near five Hours, till almoſt twelve at Night. 

But the Royal: ifts being quite over-powered 

by the numerous Reſerves that continually 

Kentih advanced, were forced to retreat, till at laſt 
. 1 they came to the Church. yard, and from 
tthence to the Church, where, after a long 
Fight, they were obliged to make the beſt 
Terms they could for their Safety. It is 
ſaid, that ſcarce any Action in the whole 
Civil War was performed with more Bra- 
very on both Sides than this: But the Par- 
liament Forces far exceeding the Kentiſh in 
Number, and the other Kenti/h Forces be- 
ing quartered at ſuch a diſtance, that they 

at Maidſtone could have no Succours from 
them timely enough for their Relief, nor 
make a Retreat to them, Fairfax and his 
Army, at laſt, prevailed, and by that mean 
quite diſcouraged any further Attempt here 


as 
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to ſuccour the King in his Diſtreſs, and re- 


ſtore the Kingdom to its ancient Laws and- 


Liberties. See a Book written by one Mat- 
thew Carter, who ſtiled himſelf a Loyal 
Actor in this Engagement, printed 1648. 
and entitled, A moſt exact and true Re- 
« lation of that as honourable, as unfortu- 
« nate Expedition of Kent, Eſſex, and Col- 
« chefter.” Which is in my Poſſeſſion. 
The Mayor being Conſervator of the Ri- 
ver, it was cuſtomary for him annually to 


hold a Court for inſpecting the Condition 
it is in, and to redreſs any Diſorders, and 


remove any Nuſances relating to it; at 
which Time, the Corporation uſed to attend 
in their Barges, &c. and it was called the 
Mayor's Fiſhing : Upon one of theſe publick 
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Fiſhings in King James the Firſt's Time *, Stepen 
a great Tempeſt happened whilſt they were Heel. 


at Milbale, and a Meſſenger came to ac- 


then Major. 


quaint the Mayor and his Attendants, that busb- 
the Town was ſet on Fire by Lightning in Book. 


the Midadle-Rou, to their great Conſter- 


nation. vo 
Mr. Crump the Miniſter in about 1658. 


came to Court, and defired leave to make 
a Repetition of the Sermons preached on 
the Lord - Day, in the Court-Hall, in the 
Evening ; and it was ordered, that he ſhould 
have the Uſe of the Free- Scboo for that 
Purpoſe. 


1 e 


| 
1 
| 
1 
| 
| 
1 
i 
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The Corporation bought Biſhop Walton's 

. Polyglot Bible, and ordered it to de put 
*in the Veſtry of the Church, where it 


now 1s: 
It was uſual to give Notice of the Burgh. 


a + in the Church ; but Mr. Barrel the 


Miniſter, not permitting it any longer, this 
Court was afterwards proclaimed in the 
Morning it wes held, by a Baſe- Horn, in 
ſeveral Parts of the Town as it is now by 
JO! in Mriting pur up in n Places. 


CHAP. XIV. 


07 the Places of Note in this 7. 0WN and 


Pariſh, chiefly from Mr. PRIX 8 Villare 


 Cantianum. 


Uckland. This Seat ſtands on a a Hin 
on the other Side of the River, and 


anciently belonged to the Family of the 


Bucklangs, as another Place of this Natne 


in Ludſdown alſo did. John de Buckland 
held it at his Death, in the eighth Year of 
King Edward III, whoſe Son and Heit Sir 


Fohn Buckland had Lands about Wouldham, 
Halling, Snodland, Ludſdown, and Shore 


bam as well as here. From the Bucklands 


it went to the Cobham's, where it continued 


' ſeveral Ages, till in the beginning of King 


James the Iſt. it was forfeited to the Crown 
by Henry Lord Cobbam s being concerned 
with 
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with the unfortunate Sir Walter Raleigb; 


but becauſe it was jointured on his Lady 


before his Attaint, the Crown. granted it, 
after his Death, to her for Life, and the 
Remainder to Robert Cecil, Fact of Salis- 
Bury, who had married Elizabeth, the Siſter 
of 125 Lord Cobham : from che Cecils it 
went about 1618 to the Horſe pools, and 
from them to Engliſh of Suſſex—lIt, is now 
Part of the Eſtate of the Earl of Ailegford. 
2. Gaulds and Sbepway. This was of old 
the Eſtate of Vinter of Vinters in the next 
Pariſh of Boxley, where has lately been dif- 


covered a Roman Burying-place. In this 


Family it continued till Robert Vinter gave 


theſe two Places to a Chantry in Maidſtone . 
Church, about the fortieth Year of King 


Edward III. On the Suppreſſion or Diſſo- 
lution of theſe Chantries, theſe Places were 
granted by the King to Sir Thomas Wyat, 
who forfeiting them to the Crown, Queen 
Mary in her ſecond Year granted them to 
Sir Falter Tut, from whom they came 
to the Andreus s. About 1654. they were 
ſold to Sir Humphry Tufton, then Sheriff of 
the.County of Kent, whoſe Deſcendent, Sir 

fabn Tufton, ſold them to Sir John Mar- 

am Baronet ; and they are now the Lord 


Ramney 11 


3. 1 or Hater was the Seat of the 


F. PR of the e ſo anciently te 
0 L 3 che 


{! o 
* «© - 2 
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the 25th of Edward III. when in a Deed 


of that Time one Edward Mapleſden is 


written de Digons. In this Family it long 
continued, till one of it, George Mapleſden, 


being concerned with Sir Thomas Wyat in 


his Rebellion, it- was thereby forfeited to 
the Crown, and by the Queen granted to 
Nicholas Barnham, Serjeant at Law, whoſe 
Heir ſold it to Hawle, and he to Sir Francis 
Barnham, who added much to the Beauty 
and Splendor of this Seat; but his Son Ea- 
ward Barnham Eſq; ſold it to Franklin, and 
he to Beale of London. I am informed, that 
a Houſe formerly poſſeſſed by Beale and 
Franklyn, was afterwards conveyed to Dr. 
Griffith Hatley, in whoſe Family it now re- 
mains. This makes it probable that Brgons 
is the Houſe oppoſite to the Work- Houſe, in 
which Mr. Chandler lately died. _ 

4: Jordan Court. This was anciently 
the Seat of the Family of the Jordans. 
From them it paſſed to the Roopers of St. 
Dunſtan's near Canterbury. John Rooper 
ſold it to Edward and Wilkam Brouch of 
Berſied, near this Town, about the 36th 
Year of Henry VI. Hence it went by Sale 
to Atwood, and afterwards to Pierce, wha 
ſold it to Cooke, and he to Croke, who alie- 
nated it to Pothins of Sevenoake. His 
Daughter and Coheireſs carried it to one 


Virgo, who fold it, about the latter end of 


Queen 
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Queen Elizabeth's Reign, to Waſhington, 
who was a Juſtice of the Peace, and often 
in the Commiſſion of Sewers. From him 


it went by Sale to Godwin, from him to 


Criſp, who ſold it to Smith, and he to Beck- 
man. But this Seat, which has had ſuch a 
variety of Owners, has now, it ſeems, loſt 
its Name, But it is ſuggeſted to me, that 
 Fordar's-Court, went alſo by the Name of 
Fordan's-Hall, and that it probably ſtood 
in Stone-Street. For it appears by a Deed, 
dated 1oth Fan. 1644. that Fane Smith 
conveyed to Margaret Wood a Meſſuage or 


Tenement, and Kitchen, with other Out- 
Houſes, called Jordan Hall, with a Gar- 


den in Maidſtone, over- againſt the dwel- 


ling Houſe of the Lady Sackwell, together 


with all Quit-Rents to the ſame belonging 
out of certain Tenements in Stone- Street. 
And in another Deed, two Meſſuages are 
ſaid to be conveyed from Mary Drinkwater 
to Garret Callant, erected and built upon a 
Parcel of a Garden lately belonging to a 
Meſſuage or Tenement called Jordan -- Hall 
in Stone- Street, abutting to a Meſſuage of 


| Thomas Bliſs Eſq; towards the South, ad- 


joining to the Meſſuage or Tenement called 
Fordan's-Hall, Theſe two Meſſuages be- 
long to Thomas Weeks, and are ſituate be- 
tween the Houſe where —— Very now 


lives, and the Town's-Arms, and in the Oc- 
* L 4 | cupations 
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cupations of Mrs, Pauley and Stone- 
houſe, a Carpenter. The r Re- 
leaſe bears Date Augu/t 23d 1701. ſo that 
in all probability, this is the Place where 
ſtood what Philpot calls Jordan - Court. 

5. Sheals, Ralph de Fremmingham died 
ſeized of this Eſtate in the zoth of King 
Edward III. From that Family it went 
to that of the Pimps of Pimps. Court and 
. who alienated it to the Ieys of 
Sun ridge ; in which Family it continued 
till Sir Henry Iſley was attainted of High 
Treaſon for being concerned with Sir Th Bo- 

nien mas Wyat, and then Queen Mary in her 
fed i cond Vear granted this Eftate to Sir Walter 
quite un- Henley of Courſeborne, in whoſe F amily 1 ic 

3 , continued, A. D. 1659. 

72 6. Chillington *, This Eſtate anciencly 

Lean en belonged to the Family of Cobbam, 

, K which it was 17. Edward III. From * 
it paſſed to the Mapleſdens of Digons, who 
enjoyed it till it was forfeited to the Crown 
by George Maple/aen, aforementioned, join- 
ing with Sir Thomas N yat, in the firſt Year 

of Queen Mary, who granted it to Sir 
Malter Henley. He fold it to Sir Nicholas 
Barnham, Serjeant at Law to Queen Eliza- - 
beth ; whoſe Heir or Succeſſor alienated it 


The Houſe belonging to this Eflate, i is that near Se. 
Faitb's-Green, (now Mr. Southgate's,) and was anciently called 
the Manor of Chillingtop. 


to 


0 
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to Hawle of Mye, whoſe Grandſon George N 
Hawle enjoyed it 1699. This was ſince the 
Inheritance of Sir John Beal, who ended in 
two Daughters, one of which married to 
Mr. Emerton, and they conveyed it to Robert 
Southgate, Fruiterer, whoſe Son now en- 
Joys it, 17440. ee 
7. The Moate. This Seat very antiently 
belonged to the eminent Family of Leybourn. 
In the 51ft Year of King Henry III. Roger 
de, Leybourn had a Grant of a Market and 
Fair, in this, Place. From this Family it 
went to Bartholomew Lord Burghurſt or Bur- 


_ waſh, Lord-Warden of the Cinque-Ports, 


and one of the firſt Founders of the moſt 
Noble, Order of the Garter, who lived in 
this Caſtle in the 29th Year of King Ed- 
ward IN. and poſſeſſed the Lordſhip. called 
Shafford, on which the Caſtle ſtands ; and 
which one Jobn de Sbafford held by Knights 
Service, as appears by the Book of Aid, in 
the-2othEdward III. From the Burgburſts 
or -Burgherſh, this Seat came to the Mood- 
viles, as appears by a Monument on the 
North- ſide of Maidftone Church. Richard u. Lewis 
Mooduile in King Henry the VIth's Time han 

was made Conſtable of tha Jie o Wight, a Carton, 
Baron, and Knight of the Garter, and 17. 


his Stile then was Lord Rivers, Grafton, 
and de la Moat. His Daughter Elisabeth 
was married to King Edward V. and he 

1 * Was 
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was made Earl of Rivers, and beheaded by 
the Northamptonſhire Rebels, A. D. 1469. 
On the Extinction of the Family, by all his 
ſeven Sons dying without Iſſue, this Seat 
was ſold to Sir Henry Wyat, Privy-Counſel- 
lor to King Henry VIII. and one of his 
Executors, from whom it deſcended to his 
Grandſon Sir Thomas Wyat, who forfeiting 
it to the Crown, it was granted by Queen 
Mary to Hugh Warbam, who ſold it to Sir 
William Rither, who was Lord Mayor of 
London, A. D.. He repaired the Houſe, 
and left it to his Daughter and Co-heireſs 
the Lady Suſanna Ceſar, who, joining with 
her eldeſt Son Thomas Cz/ar Eſq; ſold it to 
Sir Humphrey Tufton, ſecond Son to Sir 

obn Tufton, Baronet, whoſe Deſcendant 
old it to Sir John Marſham, Baroner, 


Uncle to the late Sir Robert Marſham, 


Baronet ; created Lord Romney, in the be- 
ginning of King George I. who greatly im- 
proved and adorned the Houſe, Sc. and this 
fine Seat is now in the Poſſeſſion of his Son, 
of che ſame Name; a noble young Lord, 
whoſe exemplary Virtue, in theſe degenerate 


Times, as well as excellent Parts and Learn- ' 


ing, makes him univerſally eſteemed as one 
of the chief Ornaments of his Country. 


De End of the Hiſtory, &c. 
| rte, 5 | | 
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and conſidering that ſeveral curious and in- 
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POSTSCRIPT.Z 


paving in the Second Chapter refer- 
red to ſeveral Learned Antiquaries for 
a fuller Account of the Vagniacæ, or the 
Roman Station, by ſome fixed at Maidſtone, 


quiſitive Perſons may not have the Books 
mentioned at hand, I thought it worth 
while to tranſcribe the following Paſſages. 


From Camden's Britannia— old Edit. p. 330. 


— Now by this time Medway, having 
received a Rivulet that loſeth it ſelf under 
Ground, and riſeth again at Locſe, ſerving 
thirteen Fulling-Mills, haſteth to Maidſtone, 
which ſeeing, the Saxons called it Medwag- 
fon I verily believe it is the ſame Vag- 
niaciæ, which Antonine the Emperor men- 
tioneth, and Ninnius in his Catalogue of 
Cities, calleth corruptly Caer Megwad, for 
Medwag. Neither verily doth the Account 
of Diſtances diſagree, from Novio- Magus 
one way, and Durobrovis another. 

And Biſhop G:4/or, the late learned Tran- 
ſlator, and Editor of Camden, declares his 
Opinion ¶ in his Additions to the _ 

| that 


15 


mocher Antiquary of ours [in Edition? An- 
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chat he hath proved Maidſtone to be the Vag- 
niace mentioned by Antoninus in his Second 
Trer. F* C7 1 & 


& .4 


From William Burton's Commentary on An- 


_ toninus 's Irinerary— p. 177, &c. 


1 =- =. 1 


- VAGNIACIS. M. P. 29 77 This is a 
Statian of very uncertain Poſiture, and there- 
fore Lbuid, a knowing Antiquary, lets it 
paſs with theſe Words, only, Quad Nomen 
boc tempore habet penitus ignoro, The Cor- 
ruption of the Numbers of the Miles is to 
be- choughit the Cauſe of this Ignorance and 
Difficulcy. And therefore Talbot, confider- 
ing that as it was but 27 Miles from London 
to Rocbeſter, he mends the Number in his 
Journey, and of 18, he makes 8, reckoning 
thus; from London to Noviomagus 10. from 
Noviamagus to Vagniace 8. from Vagniacæ 
to Doroprove or Duroprone (for the read- 
ing. of this Name is very diverſe) 9. which 


ſmall Numbers being put together, make 


up · the fore · ſpoken Number, Now he takes 


notice of the Obliquity of the Way, for 


ſome where he ſaith, that Croydon is not 
much out of the Way to Canterbury; but 
ſo have others done. William . Harriſon, 


tomn, 
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fonin. altera] complaining much of the 


Depravation of the Numbers here, lets us 
know, that in one Copy which he uſed to 
better his Edition of Antoninus, he found, 
after Vagniacis only 6 Miles, and that, per- 
haps, faulty, though not ſo much as 18. 
On the other fide, Talbot thinks, that Vag- 
niace,. is now Wrotham, a Village at the 
aforeſaid diſtance. And he hath, to back 
him, . that prudent and learned -Lawyer, 
who lived not long after him, and who 


wrote alſo the Deſcription of his own 


Country, Kent, William Lambert, ſome- 
time of Lincoln's-Inn. The Reaſon why 
I fay what I do, is, becauſe, upon my 
Knowledge, Talbot's Book was in great Re- 
queſt with him; beſides that, he cites him 
divers times in his Xenagagus, or, Peram- 
bulation of Kent. But I could have wiſhed, 
that either of them had brought us ſome 


Reaſons or Grounds for what they ſay. 


This latter indeed, tells us, that the Engliſh 


Name is corruptly written Broteham in 


Doomſday- Boot; and that he ſuppoſeth 
ypTtham is the very right Name, given 
for the Plenty of Worts, and good Herbs 
there. But Camden, who lately was known 
to have been the King of Heralds, and is 
reputed ſtill by many of the beſt King of 
our Engliſh Antiquaries, is thought to 
miſtake by keeping to the old 9 
ö iles 
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Miles xvIII. and ſo concluding it to be 
Maidſtone, a noted Town, called anciently 
by the Saxons Medweg/ton, induced thereto, 
as he confeſſeth himſelf, by the anſwerable 
Diſtances ſet down in the Journey; there 
being ſomething ſounding like the firſt 
Syllable of Vagniacæ in the Saxon Name, 
though he take no notice of it to the Reader. 


But, fay ſome, the Journey will prove enor- 


mouſly awry, and out of the way, to travel 
from Maidftone to Rocheſter, and thence to 
Lenbam, and fo to Canterbury. And even 
ſo it may be ſaid, that to go up to London 
from Tor through Wales, is no ſtrait or 
direct Journeying, if we would be judged 
by any northern Carrier. And yet ſo is all 
the former Part of this very Journey, as it 
is to be ſeen. And although there be who 
think that Durobrivis or Rocheſter, is rather 
intended by Ninnius in his Catalogue of 
Britiſh Cities by his Caer Medwag, than 
Maidſtone, yet can no body deny him this, 
that in the declining Time of the Romar 
Power in Britain, Maidſtone, was anciently 
called Madus. [And it muſt be owned too, 
that Maidſtone, is, in all reſpects, much 


likelier to bid fair for the Title of conſider- 


able or chief, than Rocheſter, which Cam- 
den ſuppoſes was anciently but a /mall Place, 
becauſe it is called by Bede only a Caſtle.] 


From 


/ 


AnTrqQuiTizs of MATDS TONE. 
From Antoninus's Trinerary, with Dean 

Gale: Comment, publiſhed by bis Son 

Roger Gale. 3 


Iter II. à Vallo ad portum Ritupas. 


VAGNIACIS Saxonibus Mevþeabroon 


Medweagſton, Britannis Wye et Way, La- 
tinis Vaga nomen multorum apud nos flu- 
viorum. Ad Maidſtone (olim ut dixi Med- 
weagſton) duo confluunt amnes, quorum 
unus appellatur Medway ; ab ultima hujus 
vocabuli parte ſumi videtur nomen Vag- 
niacæ, ſed quid fit Med me prorſus later. 


Fluvius certe nobilis qui hic pretervolat in 


Peutingeri tabulis, aut oppidum ad ejus ri- 
as ſitum vocatur Madus, idemque voca- 
ulum ſeſe offert in aliis multis apud nos 
exteroſque, ubi ſemper denotare amnem 
videtur, nimirum in Medboco, Medoaco, 
Meduana, &c. Unum reſtat quod millia- 
rium numeri inter Neomagum, vel Novi- 
omagum [Woodcore] et Vagniacas longius 
recedunt æquo; Codices M SS. hic inter 
ſe non concordant, indeque nihil certi ex- 
piſcari poteſt: legit hic vi. alius M. P. xvi, 
ro quibus xxx. ſunt ſubſtituenda. Nec 
Vaguiaca alio loco ſtatuere velim, tum ob 
rationes quas jam attuli, tum quod hic lo- 
catæ cum numero milliarium inter eas et 
| Duro- 
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Durobrovas [ Rocheſter ] optime conveni- 
ant, et Via Militaris paulo ultra. Neo- 


magium ad quadrivium Lead-eroſſe aliam 
excipit ab his Vagniacis venientem, ubi et 


repertos Romanorum nummos non ita pri- 


dem quam plurimos vidi. 

To this Account Dr. Harris makes ſome 
Exceptions in his Hifory of Kent, under the 
Name Maidſione. The late Mr. William 
Baxter in his Gloſſarium Antiguitatum Bri- 
tannicarum V. Maduiacis, thinks. Va agniatis 
a corrupt Reading. Manifeſto vitio hodie 
legitur in Antonino Vagniacis. V. media 
pars eſt literæ M. et levi negotio de P. fit 
inverſum G: de V. etiam facile fit N. Eſt | 
autem Maduiacis idem quod et Saxonum 
Hedyæ ge A atque Rritannis ita dicitur tan- 
gum ad uag üiſe vel pulcher fluctus 
Etiam bodie flumen dicitur N 5 


maxime . a Phet we 
apud quam urbs iſta correpte Madus pie: 
Madiiſe appellatur. Erat igitur Madiitacis 
nomen et oppido et flumini commune, quod 
uidem ſæpe alias fieri conſuevit. Hec* erat 
uz Nennio noſtro Caer Medhüag ap el- 
fies eſt : ita enim legendum pro Caer Meg. 


wad, 


From 


| AnTIQUITIES of MATD STONE. 


r 


From Mr. Ward's Bay * on Feud $ 1 
ble, Ge. p. 516. 4 os 11 


i tip oſes Madus and Vas W de th 
bs ewo Names of the ſame Place, ad boch 


of them to denote Maidſtone. And he cakes 
Madus for the mote modern Name, as 


thinking the Table was of a later Date than : 


Antonine. Dr. Gale ſeems doubtful whe- 
ther Madus be deſig ned for the Name of a 
River, or a Town. cr the fame Name, upon 
the River, which he ſuppoſes to be Medway. 
I can ſcarce think it Ggnife a River here, 
'becauſe 1 find no other Inſtances in che 
Table of the Names of Rivers, ſo 
among the Stationt; unleſs we may ee 
it to be a Miſtake for Ad Madum, as t 

Was before Ad Taum. And if it be taken 
for a Town, which is Mr. Baxter's O pinion, 
the Termination is undoubtedly wrong ; 
perhaps for Madis. But the greaceſt AY 


culty is with reſpect to the Naber, ; for 1 


believe, it will be hard to find any Place 


upon che Medway at that Diſtance that will 
ſuit the Courſe of this March to the next 


Station Durbbrivaæ; which all agree to be 
Rocheſter, ſo that it is highly probable the 
Number xv11 in the Table ſhould be altered 

into 1x from the Ttinerary, .. 
N. Salmon, in his New Survey of England, 
Part I. fixes Durobrivis at Maidſtone, and 
M takes 
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takes V. agniacis for Rocheſter— V. Agniacis, | 
ſays he [p. 33.] I queſtion not, is named 
from the River as well as Durobrivis from 
the Wye, called by the Romans Vaga— 
The Saxons called Maidſtone Medwegſton, 
and Medweagſton, which is no more than 
Tedway's Ton. At this Place the Med- 
_ way receives another Stream from Lenham, 
Which may perhaps have ſome ſhare in 
_ naming it Durobrivis, if the ſame Labour 
Was employed as to find it about Rocheſter. 
The firſt Syllable in Briti/h ſignifies Pulcher ; 
ſo it may be the Town upon Fair Nye, by 
way of Diſtinction from the Vye of TOs 
and perhaps Herefordſhire. . 
I will only farther add the Stations or 
$47 Manſions which the Tinerary mentions, 
lying in the Road between London and 
Richborough ; with the Diſtances between 
the Stages, and the total Sum or Number 
of Miles in the whole Journey, taking their 
beginning from London; with the Places 
aſſigned each by Camden. 


' Nova Wudeate — M. P. x. 
Pagniatis- Maidftome M. P. XVIIT. (4 | 
Daroleuo-Lenham —M. p. 1 n all LXxIv. 
 Daroverne-Canterbury—M. of ©7798 Ib | 

Ad Portum Ritupis — M. P. X11. 
Hy near . . | 


4 Lier 
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4 L. 187 of e on 4 . Gunlley' i Foun- 
dation, before mentioned. 


Cn, The Leue F.K. 3 | 


F b K. I. Dward Gun : ' nominated ire 
F.K. 2. E Thomas ger 83 * 


F. K. 3. Thomas Ayerſt, 1 chen for the fir/ 

1 5 William Ayerſt, J Choice, Nov, 17. 
1648. but at what Schools 3 is not men- 
tioned i in the Regiſter; but by the Order 
in which the reſt follow, mas muſt 
have been elected at Rocheſter, ae Wik 
ham at Maidſtone. | 

F. K. 125 _— Deane at * 
Roc beſter School, 

F. K. 6. Tomas Fletcher d Mey 34 1659 


- 1 School, 
7. James Deane at Rocheſter School. 


F K 3 Francis Deane at Mai 1d/tone School, 
Auguſt 16. 1671 

F. K. 9. Edward D Deane at Rache School, 
Decem. 21. 1671. 


F. K. 10. Jobn — at Maid, School, 
April 10. 1678. 


11, T. Lomas Allen at Rocheſter Schoot, vun. 4 


1685. 
12. l Lee at Maidflone School, Nov.10. 
1 
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F. K. 13. Thomas "KA at Rocheſter School, | 
Auguſt 3 1. 169 3 TH 

14. T Fe Nichol at Maidftone School, 
Feb. 2. 1662. 

15. James Dixon. at Rocheſter School, 
Fuly 24. 1693. 

F. K. 111 W tam Ayerſt at Majdftene School, 
Oftoben 10. 1698. 

F. K. 17; 'Gunfley Fobn Ayerft at Rochefter 
School, March 8. 1700. 

F. K. 18. Thomas Fletcher. at Maidflons 

School, April 2. 1703. 

Ig. 4 dal at Rocheſter School, Feb. 2. 


20 Yon Gam at Maidſtone Schol, May 7. 
1711. 

21, Jobn Hales at Rocheter School, Apr. 244 

_ IC . 

22, eren Waluys. at Moidfone School, 
March. 6. 1745. 

23. Francis Chen at Rrcksfter School, 
March 21. 1755. | 

F.K. 24. Thomas Buttonſhaw at Maidftne 
Sehaol, Jud 3. 2722) 

2 5. Henry 8 winden at. mae School, 

em. 14, IV 2 d 

F. 1 26 Robert Gunſley therſt. at Mid: 
Aung School, Qt24h.. 28. 1733, 

27. Villiam Dormer at Rocheſter Sehool, 


— 19. 2735. SK 78 W! | 


* 
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* Gunfey Jinn 
factor both to the Free-Schoo and the Poor, 
of Maidſtone and Rocheſter, I would wil- 
lingly have inſerted ſome Account of him 
in theſe Memoirs; but the following Letter 


will ſhew to how little Purpoſe it would be 


to make any 1 after him: However, 


his NAME i. abe and ak be had in 
rance. 


"I Rauen 


e Rev. SIR; 


e of the 28. Fan. I received, 
* and am ſorry I can't give you a 
more ' faisfaLtory | Anfwer.. There are not 


« che leaſt Footſteps of Mr. Nubert Gunſley 


« remaining, or of any Perſon related to 
* him, in or about the Church. I examined 
« my Regiſter, and found that he died Par- 
« ſon of Titſey, but whether Batchelor, or 


„ marry'd Man, or Widower, I could, by 
c no means, from thence, after a moſt di- 


« ligent Search, boch backward and for- 
ward 


e 


12 4 
0 Lach 
— — BY 


" 
* 
« 
—— 
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ce ward diſcover. He died Nov. 11. 1618. 
« and was buried the 13th; which is the 
« Whole of what 1 could find of him. 
- $8; 8135 


Dur aſfectionate Brother, 


And humble Servant, 


— 
7 ; 
N : "4 / © * 


1 Thomas Reader. 


* 0 


Copy of Mr. Reader, Miniſter of Titſey 


in Surry's Letter to Dr. William Ayerſt, 
Perebendary of Canterbury, about Mr. 
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' CONTENTS iy 


; OF THE 1 
— APPENDIX. 


LAN Taventory 0 * the Church Goods, &c. 


From the Original. 


1. Accounts of the Fraternity of Corpus | 


', Chriſti. From the Original. 

III. Henry IVth's Licence for appropriating 
Northfſeet in this County to the Chantries 
of All-Saints zz Maidſtone, &c. 

IV. A large Account of the - Reverend Mr. 
 Gunſley's Will, A. D. 1618. bequeathing 
ſeveral conſiderable Benefactions to the 


* 


at the Diſſolution of the College. 


Town of Maidſtone and the City E Ro- 


cheſter, GS. 

V. Copy of Mr. Davy s Will, relating to the 
Free-School. 

VI. A Letter concerning the Work-Houſe at 
Maidſtone, in 1724. 

VII. Mr. Lewis's Catalogue of the Books i in 
tbe Parochial Library, 1736. with an 


Account 
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168 Contents of the Propoſed Appendix. 
; Account 'of the Books bought and given 
fince that Ti 


VIII. 4 large S204 of an Itinerant 


Preache er at Maidſtone in 1536. pretend- 
* ns g himſelf « 2 Purican, but really u Poyiſh 
r 


ieſt. 


* IX. Some Account of the Rood of Boxley, 


expoſed at Maidſtone, 
x Letter . from the Council ta the Town 
© Anika e He Ker of King JairiesT. 
XI. Verſes made on the burning the Spire of 
[the Church, November 2. 1730. 
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To witch will be added any her hrdper 

Materials that ſhall be communicated by 
F the Collectors Friends; with Corrections 
7 of any Miſtakes or Errors of which e iT 
e Wer 
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